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CHAP. 

t • 

Our tUiy of niHrnage shall be yours; one feast, one 
house, one niutuar happiness. 

Tw^ Gent. Verona. 

Sad was the hour and luchjess \«as the da/. 

CoLLfNS. 

Tiw Weddings. 

1 HE next morning Mr. Trevillyan wWit 

to breakfast in Lincoln’s* Inn anxious to 

» 

learn the adventurqj yesterday; he 
tvas much a^nused at Mrs. Langton’s^ 
ijxit, and congratulated his,friend that 

% ' 9 * 

her sister*]jad* spared^ him that part of 
iiis difficultreif. ' They then .went to 
more^ileasing topicL Mr. Fanshaw^ex- 
pressed a wish that the same day slwuld 
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be fraught v. itli tlie happiness r/ both, 
and that they‘, together wo'thMrs.Mordant 
and her son, and Mrs. Delaval, should 
pass the hcpey-moon at Darlington ; — 
and having g'Sttled all these things tp their 
own satisfaction, they went to submit 
them to their ladies. Miss Mordant was 

f 

passive — Miss Delaval acquiescent — 
Mrs. Dplaval hovvever excused herself— 
’ her spirits wanted the elasticity of youth 
to get the better of the distress she had 
suffered, and she c.ould not be per¬ 
suaded to take her ■ “ sorrowing heart to 
the bridal feast— yet she told Mrt. 
Fanshaw that the marriage -.as tlie hap¬ 
piest event that she now could know. 

They wefe now seldom, apart. Miss 
Delaval seemed happiness, personified; 
•Virtuous pleasure danced in her eye, 
ccmfideiSt aflbction reigned in her heart. 

Miss Mordant contenjtcu; she was 
fulfilling the only wisli ^ler mother had 
evei^ stropgly urged ; and though, had 

she consulte4 feelings, she 
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would »|’ladly have remained singly, yet 
ail lier friends had been so anxious 
^l)out it, tlfat she yielded. She had how¬ 
ever been less lively in coiH^ersapon, ■— 
less |i^v;^d'ul ever since ^the ptctur^ scene. 
vShe had watched Mr. Trevillyan, too, 
with suspicion: he seemed aware ofj it, 
and carefully abstained from giving her 
otlence* 

Af* the day approacdied, she passed 
much of hei* time in her own chamber, 
anil she every day lost something of her 
vivaci^. 

The eventful nffornirlg at length ar¬ 
rived. — M^^s Oelaval rose with th5 l^rk, 
and was as joyous too.*»~ Miss Mordant 
remained in her drdssing-room as long 
.a» she couldi; and when she did appear 
resignation, not happiness, sat on her feiC- 

tures. Beautiful she was at afl tim^s; 

% • * * 

and perhaps m^re tiTuchingly^so in her 

plaintive moods} . but l\er mother felt 
reluctant and almost repentant wheil she 
remarked h®r heavy eye,*^nd blapched 
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cheekt> She kissed heir and ofte- ed hei 
some refreshments, which she took cheer¬ 
fully, and joined in the conversation. 

The carriages wer‘e at the door, and 
tlie two t)rides went in Mr. Forteticue’s. 
—The gentlemen were at the c^lnr^h to 
receive them ; and thece, 

“ A contract of'eternal bond of love, 

Confirm’d by ^mutual joinder of their haiidt 
Attested by the interchange of rings,” '■ 

took place* 

MA tortesefte gave Clara Mordant 
away; and whes the ‘service was passed, 
and life bfistowed his blOssiAg upon her 
with parental aff^tion, her tears rushed 
with ungoternable' rapitjity, and she 
would have sunk? at his fe/it if he hud 
*«ot caught her. He pressed her to his 
bosom ks if'he entered into allcher feel¬ 
ings, while his teals coi|rse(} ’otich other 
down his agitated cheek. He whisper¬ 
ed his rdiance upon her fortitude as he 
presented her,to Mr. Trevillyan. 
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' S*y,”‘said htS, “ I give .you tjfis day 
ucli a wffe as few men pfDssess:*be it 
your care to deserve her, and may you 
be sensible of you/ treasufe.V 

Clara’s weakness wasonljimoiHentasy; 
she i*ais*ed herself, turned to her husband, 
and with a smilt; received his salutation ; 
and from that moment she determined 
to devote hefsclf^to his*,wiil, and^^to study 
his T»leasurc. 

They did not wait to w^ness thS 
ihc second cereriiony, but returned to. 
Sloai\e-street to breakfas*l j and'Mr. For- 
tescue taking Ifis adopted daughter 
aside, pres^-nt^d her with a vdry valuable 
jiockel-book richly lined with bank¬ 
notes of great value*. Mrs. 'Mordant was 
waiting to ?eceive^hdm, and found relief 
in observing the glow which had super¬ 
seded 'Ae wan tint upon her daughter’s 
counten^ce., ^ind ;^hich was really the 
effect of agitation. 

'I'hey were soon joined by the fest of 
the party, Ind.sat down^to h numerously 
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atteno^ed and cicffaiii i)rt’a!sin;-i.,;^ - 'i: 
Fanshaw wa? gay,‘and in jiu' iiin,.., 
spirits.— the life of tlio wholaparfv i.i. 
had his own^ ihorouglu aj)pr()l)ali!'n. 
had set Jed handsome aniiuil x^^upui 
Mrs. Delava], and' a nuicii iai iicj* settle- 
anent upon his wife than she had tlu 
least idea his fortune warranted j anrl 
when she represented this to him, he 
told her, tliat.iig had not laid open his 
affairs to her^ because he wished |or the 
gratification of being loved only for hint- 
self. 

Mr. Trevillyaa did <aio.t "know how to 
be gayo; awd he sometimes tnoiight the 
nonsense talked by his friend, and at 
which every body laughed, ^ was beneath 
the dignity of a stnsiole man; and the 
philanthropy with whieh he lent him- 
self.Jo the welfare of his fellow-creatures, 
absolute folly,—Yet when he^witnessed 
the resuUs of these «lfepts, and the satis- 
factioit he, appeasetf to derive from his 
exertidits and syiccess, in anyT»benevolent 
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•itidcrtakiftg, lie* could not help^feeling 
envious of his sensations ; but the;f never 
^excited emulation in the good cause. 

They set *off’ m their respective car¬ 
riage.®, taking easy stagey anfl seeing 
every \hing worth ^Tibtice on the road; 
and arrived the/ourth morning (for Mr. 
Fanshaw liad determined it should be 
by day lightj at his estate of Darlington; 
ant^ as it was now thg middle of Maj^, 
and a very.fine season, the country was 
hi its highest beauty. The apple and 
pear^ trees weie iyi fall bloasijm, and 
looked absotuteby lik^ so many ric*li or- 
eharcls ofNbahams, the smell to 9 of the 
apple blossoms,* with which the lT.?tlges 
were thickly ornamented, was very re- 
•freshing. ^ They Approached the mansion^ 
of Darlington through a luxuriant ^ye- 
nue of* large oaks. The park»was jdnely 
woodeV.and^ stocked with deer, and 
every now and thbn a brake .afforded a 
most delightful ptospect of the rapid 
and wupciing Severn,, backed* by the 



Malv(?fn hilJjj, wliicli, Icfi' so<tiicss»4)f ()(i( 
line, and beanty ol eftbct, iKnc^bw com- 
petitors. — Young Monhnt* and the, 
lYcvillyans 4\'ej-e qiiiif; enchanted ; but 
M»s. Fanshav sat speecliless : yet the ex¬ 
pression of her countenance fuily de¬ 
monstrated her surprise and delight. — 
He enjoyed, but did not interrupt her 
feelings. At last they became too power¬ 
ful for supprersicn, and she burst hito 
tears and threw herself into h’s arms; he 
pressed hei affectionately to his bosom. 
She had 'time tc recover herself before 
they alighted; and they found the house 
equal te tho grounds. 

A‘ker they had taken some refresh¬ 
ment, Mr. Fanshaw did the honour of 
showing his mansion, ahd his wife found 
that her taste, which had been drawn 
from, her with great apparent iivadver- 
tency, had been caiefully tolkwed in 
the fitting il up. There was scarcely 
a room wherein she’ could not detect 
some instance of this delicate attention. 
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The party retired to ikess, aild the 
jjcntlemeti v/ciit to look' at a conserva- 
*fory wiiich •had» been recently built. 
When they returned thejj Ibuftd <vily 
'J*rcviJlyan in rfwi drawing-room. 

Mr. Fanshaw inquired for his wife. — 
Her friend said she had left her dressed, 
and expected her dowM: fearing lest she 
had mistaken her wayj hg wenf to seek^ 
her.—He opened her chamber door; she 
was not there,—that of her dressing-room, 
was not quite closed: hg presented him-' 
self al it, inteiidii^ to offer liiiftself 
as lady’s-itjaicf,; — but his gaiejiy was 
turned into delight, when he obsetKed 
her on her knees, too intently devout to 
hear his ajipfoach.. 

An indes?‘ribable emotion took posse^j 
siou of his mind as hte contemplated her 
light ea«^ figure in* j|he graceful attitude 
of tlcvotioh; 'out when, with uplifted 
hands and tearful eyes, he hear(| her 
fine voice raised in gratitude^ to Heaven, 
imploring* blessings upd!i hiraseifi ^inij 
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beseeching ti/e Almighty to nialce her 
worthy such a husband i jso inany coni- 
forts! his fr^flings ncjyly overcame hiiii 
an^ it \<as with difliculty he commanded 
them sufficiently to <jn eVcnt his throwing 
himself by hei- side and joining in her tri¬ 
bute of gratitude. When her affecting 
prayer was ended^ she turned round, and 
her eyes'met t!^ose of her husband,' which 
were beaming upon her wdth admiration 
and affection ; and she soon found lierself 
pressed to his bosom, ^— and here })as.sed 
many “ vowsoffaith, and *ie’cra false’ 
one.” 

3!iieir lives, as we sl.all see, were one 
constant scene of affection to each other, 
and of benevolepcei to those around 
them. 

When, they returned to tlieir friends. 

* V ' 

dinner was annountjed ; and in^the even¬ 
ing Mr. Fanshaw amused them with 
showing them a* beautiful and favourite 
apartment, which he had fitted up with 
:much 90 st, ^ith chyimcal Apparatus 
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They'tvere much pleased with sornp expe¬ 
riments he made them, for this was his 

^ # 

hobby, and ^ he had spared no expense 
to gratify it. They had man^ fing parts of 
the country to • see^ aiuf wefe miich 
pleased witli Croomc, the Earl of Coven- 
;ry’s, and many«other seats in the neigh- 
oourhood. — They presented themselves 
at church ; «nd after iliat day tjiey were 
visited by every acf/haititance ®f Mn 
Fanshaw’s,*till afedast they beg*in to wish 
the ceremony ended. 

IVk. and Mrs. TreviTlyan passed live 
Aveeks here, but? Mr.^Iordant had left 
them at the end of the setom?. Tlie 
Fanshaws accompanied their friends the 
first step of their j6urney towards Bath; 
?aid they parted witH great apparent re- • 
gret, and jiromTsed to pass some part'sf 
each year together. 

Mrs. Mosdant httd declined the invi¬ 
tation to Darlington, ^ but prsraised to 
meet her daughter at Bath, *and*go to 
Eldringtoi? wjth her, f^f sforae months. 

<!S 6 . 
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They^found her puqctiial to lier a"j)[KhMt' 
ment, attended by Felix; and toi tniiately 
for himself and some others, the link 
creature first recognised Mr. IVevillyan, 
and played a thp,usand antics^ round 
him, before he saw his mistress: possibly 
she kept purposely' behind. Jt leally 
appeared as if he had bcjen taking lessons 
of policy, or had instin-et e.^ougli to find 
'out to whom he snould pay court. • 

The ar.'^^ifice, if it was one, succeeded, 
• Mr. Trevdll/an caressed him, and for a 
Jong, while made liim In’s pet.—♦They 
soon Jbnnd out Colonel JJ>esburgh, and 
they^were mutually' pleased at the meet' 
ing. Mrs. Desbmgh appeared now near 
her confinement, and the oid gentlemaK 
in the highest glee; but it was not ex- 
j5ected that the heir was to make Ids ap- 
pealunce till August when^ Miss Isiiza 
Dennison was to be witlit Iter : and the 

f* • 

Colonel 'made Mi'- Trevillyan promise 
that he would not only attend the chris- 

C 

tening, but dlse,stand sponsor. • 
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Mr.'l'revillyan then matle eiTquiries 

after Mr. and Mr.s. Ileyaolds, and was 

• • 

•pleased to Uear how well they were 
settled. 

Oiir* party invite^, the Deabtirgh^ to 
dine with them, aftd the next day they 
reached Eldrington Hail ; but it was 
too late at night to see any of the beau¬ 
ties Which ’Surrounded it, and which 
tverte of a totally opp?)sife cast to those 
of Darlington. 

Here the sea formed a beautiful fea¬ 
ture? and the shij)ping from all»nation.« 
which w^ consttlntly passing, took away, 
even in winter, the drearine'ks Which it 
otherwise presents to«a prospect. 

The distant view of the fertile Isle of 


Wight, —dlyde, and the busy scene oil, 
Portsmouth —^together with a home ^¥o- 
spect jichjn woqd and pastutc, farmed 
the chief beauties* of this sweet place ; 
bjiit, compared" to Darlingtot>, it was a 
mere toy; yet it was difficult tc^ decide 
.vhich w?ls the most ‘beautifuf in point 
of prospect. 
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Mr*.-Trevillyan appeared to h'ave no 
wish of following the example of his 
friend in showing the house ; possibly 
aware that His great deficiency "of atten- 
tioli would, be doubly felt on the compa¬ 
rison ; but indeed it was obvious enough 
without the contrast. —>The only apart¬ 
ment wliich had had any new furniture 
for the Jast thirty years v/as hia own 
dressiiisg-room which he had fitted up 
imniediat^Jy upon his father’s death. It 
happened that this was the pleasantest 
room iot the whole Louse, and the Kinly 
one which commu'.iicat<?d with their bed¬ 
room. had a handsome wardrobe, 
hanging presses, a sofa, and two lounging 
chairs, and showed that he, well under¬ 
stood what coraforc was; bwt for his 
wife there was a small chest of drawers, 
large^^nough to hold about a tenth of a 
modern wardrobe,—rio che^al glasses,—■ 
no luxurias of any kind, — Again, her 
beautiful pi^no-forte the last present of 
Henry Fortes6uq,’3, was crammed into a 
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cold if* not a danip^ parlour, bece/ise it 
would spoil the appearancp’of the saloon. 

• Oh! how uplike was all this to Darling¬ 
ton, or even to the far less cdstly arrange¬ 
ment <jf‘ the house Henry yoi;tescue bad 
furnished for her. Then her wish was 
his law : — she‘had been consulted upon 
every occasion, and nothing was good 
enougli for her.-,- She*.blus]ied ^s she felt 
the'comparison, and •determined, to itv 
dulge it nf) farther. Mrs. Mydant was 
struck with his sabsolute neglect of her 
comforts, and mentiofied mahji things 
which she conc^ivedmecessary, to Mr. 
Trevillyaii, wl^o apologjsecJ with some 
consciousness for it,» by saying thJt he 
had left those tlfings for her to do to 
' her own t«ste. — Ujf)on this hint the mo-, 
ther determined to send them what^vas 
prope|, without consultirfg him further. 
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For life, I prise it as I weigh grief. 

Which I Well could spare. 

Winter’s Tale. 

Filixjost. — A surprise. 

After showing his wife to the neigh¬ 
bourhood and receiving’and paying visits. 
Mr. Trevillyan received a letter from 
the Colonel to the following effect: — 
r'EAll SIR, • 

It has pleased viod to make me a 
father in my old age. — Sophy was con¬ 
fined this morning, some weeks earlier 
than she expected. She and my fine boy 
are likely to thrive. Reraembe” the chris¬ 
tening ; and jgmember,j too,“ that when 1 
ask you to stand sponsor to my child, 
I look to ydu to be a father to him, in 
case it should not be the pleasure of the 
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-ilniighty to spare his own*—I ^fn not 
used to inrlist recruits, withcfut expecting 
‘Jiey should se!ve. Best regards to your 
wife. Your faithf'dl frien,^, 

G. Desbuksh. 

“ Pray send word of tliis to your friend 
Panshaw, and tall him I shall call upon 
him to stand to my girl next year.* I 
prefer young jner; for tljis office,,because 
there is a chance of th»ir being called to, 
fulfil the duties of it.” 

Abput a fortnight, aflfcr this,* i^nother 
letter arrived," saying JV^is. Desbiirgh'wa.s 
so well, !rat at*the end of five weelss from 
her confinement* the}^ would be r^ady 
to receive them. ‘Mrs. Treviilyaa did 
not find l^prsclf'paiiticularised in the 
invitation ; and •as she was by no meaiy; 
anxious to be upon familkir tarms^ith 
the lady/- \yhoge cfi*ractcr she never ad¬ 
mired, she proposed staying al hpme witli 
hef mother; and her llusban^, knpwiisg 
that her ,dislike had ratiier.more^justice 
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iix it toaii even she was Aware of, /cquies 
eed. He woi.t; aiul we grieve to say she 
did not regret this their first separation;— 
indeed it was pf her own seeking. Yet 
nc one ,couh^ say she was unhappy ; her 
husband was as a'ttentive to her as he 
could be to any one:—but in all his 
actions,—almost indeed in his very words, 
one might read “ I am the master herej” 
and every body about him appeared to 
acknowledge it. Insensibly his wife 
adopted the same manner, and there was 
throughout muvh more of duty than of 
affection in the deference shown him. — 
Mrs. Mordant remarked’ with concern 
the increased gravity of her daughter; 
but Clara had, by severe discipline over 
her thoughts, cr.refiilly avoided the 
slightest expression of dissatisfaction. 
She, had, determined to perform’the du¬ 
ties of a good wife ; and she* did so, 
without repining: bht hitherto she had 
had no great trials. 
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uurturti* I'fiiix, wflo never any fiance 
left his njistress for 'an liosr during the 
Jay, was missing. Mrs. Mordant and 
iier daughter* had‘taken a walk in the 
pleasure-grounds; the dog w^S vwith 

them, itnd both ladi^ had observed him 

• 

barking and capering at a shrub : they 
supposed it was at a bird, and were too 
intently engaged in com'ersation to suffer 
such a trifle to interrupt it. They wan-^ 
d§r§d far* a»d did not think of returning, 
until the bright moon remindc(3 them of 
the hour. When the^’ rewched the house,’ 
supper (a cei^raiiny al^vays obser^d at 
the HalT^^as waiting them. »The noble 
Felix had alwa'^s honoured thist * and 
every other^ meal,, with his punctual 
attendance j and* was never the least 
interesting gue«t at the table. Nojy, 
howev(?r, he was absent, and jio \^here 
to be tojaiid! ,Servsmts were dispatched 
in all directions: they went *to, the spot 
the ladies described,—^whistlpd, galled, 
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eriqui‘i;ecl, a|l in vain — poor'FeVix warf 
I’ar out of hearing. 

Mrs. Trevillyan becaiife exceedingly 
anxious an(i>agitatcd. * Henry Fortescue’s 
last present .had deserted her at tlje mo¬ 
ment when she haA‘,been faithless to the 
memory of his master. There existed no 
present necessity of disguising her feel¬ 
ings, when she odended np one by their 
indulgence,; and ..while she thought she 
was weej^ing for Felix, perFaps an asso¬ 
ciation of'ideas presented another object. 
Twelve vj’clock^capie, and the family 
retiffed to rest, fully determined to search 
the neighbourhood the next nforning for 
the fugitive. 

Mrs. 'Frevillyan, however, could not 
be easy. She dismiss'ed her attendant^ 
aprl walked about her room for some time. 
She^then. went into the dressing-room, 

and finding it a beautiful light nignt- 

Reader, \ve‘'were coittemplating a very 
subllnje description of moonlight scenery ., 
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when “^.the swee{ wind di(4 gentijr kiss 
the trees, fand they (Tid make no noise,” 
—the sea-^th6 ships—the nightingale— 
a distant cascade—the sweet*murmur of 
which — and a thousand oWier ^luxika- 

ries-But W'e are y5ry plain matter-of- 

fact people ; so, tiaving given you ample 
materials, we beg you to put them into 
the most bev^itching shape your imagin¬ 
ation can paint, and r^urn wjth me to, 
the dressing-j’oom, where Clara had opened 
the window, and gtood pensively gazing 
on the placid scene jirownd hen ^ After 
indulging hei%elf«for h^lf an hour'Tfere, 
inelinatiSIS^ which always gtowffc with 
indulgence, pronfjpted her to go out 'and 
search herself for the dogt 
• John Har,ding Itad.been left at home 
by his master, die was ndw no longsy 
valet, but had been installad to.the jjigh 
office of -liutl^j and etiquette did not 
allow of his leaving home except in the 
suite of his mistress. .John resj)ected his 
master very much ; he Jhouffht him. as 
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he had known all others tlunLdiiui, a 
miracle of genius and erudition; but 
there was something so sweet; so gentle 
in the mani'/ers bf his mistress, that he 
det/Oteb hinftself to her with the most 
respectful affection'. 

He was surprised to hear her voice 
caKing him, when he supposed all the 
household were ’in bed. He rose in¬ 
stantly,and learningher inclination, cheer¬ 
fully prepared to follow her through the 
grounds but so careful was he of her, 
that he would I’.ot allow her to proceed 
far bhtil he had returned for her clogs.— 
They 4;hep went to the sJirulf where she 
well' remembered poor Felix stopped. 
She called upon him loudly ; — hope 
seemed to lend 'energy and strength to 
her voice. Finding this.ineffectual, and 
Johp’s more ipowerful whistle vain, she 
began to fear somu aniraai must have 
killed h?m;' She deiSired John to look a 
little,way farther on: she herself ex¬ 
amined all the places near he", and then 
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went tQ^ISie cluiujjf of trees which'were* 
close to the spot — but lie wgs not there. 
Her spirits sunk, as sh6 sorrowfully 
exclaimed, “ My poor Felix, thou hast 
deserted me, when most 1 ^needftd/ tiiy 
comfort^ and there is»a reproach implied 
by thy desertion, which none but myself 
can feel.” 

•Just at this moment, she saw, or she 
lancied she saw, somethmg^move*not far 
from her. She started ! — but the* dark 
shadows of a bright moon-liglTt nearly 
obscured the objects bqpeatR the thick 
foliage of the^re(|,s. She stood n^on- 
less, fixi»g4ier ^yes wdtli painful suspense 
on the spot. — Something did move,*fiJie 
could not discover ^'hat. — She scarcely 
Ijreathed. The olujecj; approached, and 
every nerve was strained to discover 
what it. could be. She neither wanted 
courage^ ^or* fortitn^e j but when**she 
heard a long*drawn .sigh close.to her, she 
called aloud to John, and then said with 
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great^agitation, “ In th3 name of Ht“a\ tJj. 
whaf are yoij ?” 

“ A deserted wretch,” answered a deep 
voice ; “ inserted bv her for whom i 
braved everj danger, and have been 
exposed tO miseries which would have 
killed many a stouter man.” 

It was impossible to mistake l.hat voice, 
although it assinped a tone of re[)roach 
very did’erent from wliat she hud been 
used to. — It was that of Henry For- 

n 

tesene. 

She hpard no,more. John hastened to 
the «g^>yt, and founa his mjstre.« leaning 
against a tree, apparendy liif^fss. He 
hitp"elf was not in much better case; for 
just before he entered the inclosure, a 
light figure passed hinj^ and darted, with 
the fleetness of an arrow from a bowy 
across his path, and was out of sight in 
an instant. All this,passed in the course 
of two minutes ; — bjit it made a lasting 
impression upon more' memories than 
his. John, with all his good sense, was 
6 
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\ ery sa^erstitious. That this was aghost 
smmediately occurred to ftim, and we 
are not sitre if’ he did not ask himself if 
a ghost coulcf fly iway -v^ithliis mistress. 
Which way he sqlved this flcnptty pdint 
wc have not heard ;,l5ut as he certainly 
did advance, although with much fear 
and trembling, to the spot where he saw 
his misjress, fis bpfbre laid, we presume 
it was in the negative. 

She was yust recovering her,recollec¬ 
tion * he spoke to, her, and this roused 
her, —^ and he was dgligfited to he^r the 
sound of a huiftan^oice. She asked him 
•f he haiTTeen ally body ? 

“ No, madam,’’ saiii he, “ I believe 
they have nq bodies, — they say they 
^ hjive only spirits ’ but why any spirit 
should come from the other world ta» 
fright yTiu or me, madam,* I’n> sur|p I 
can’t think.. ‘It^is tRif first I ever saw,— 
and I don’t know.any thing I have done 
to ftiake them take so much trouble 

VOL. II. c , 
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about me; pud doubtless you, my lady, 
are still more innocent than me.” 

There was something of conscious rec¬ 
titude, as w^l as simplicity, in his reply, 
that under other cirqumstances might 
have amused her. ’ 4t present her agita¬ 
tion was extreme; and she was not sorry 
that John had himself pointed out an ex¬ 
cuse for it, which wouM never have enter¬ 
ed her imaginuticn. She was scarcely able 
to walk to the house, and had no inclin¬ 
ation to speak; but John, for the tirst 
ti*ne,^appeared to ibrgfet the distance 
between them, pnd he indulged himself 
aloud with his own conjectur^';—tliink- 
ing, perhaps, that the sound of his voice 
would secure tlmm from a second visit 

t 

of ghost j and he judged, right—-they 
'reached home in safety. 

IJjlrs. Trevillyan retired to ht)r room, 
thoagh Jr^n would* fair liave liiad her 
take soxD^ .I'pfreshment^ Her first im- 
pulse wa>« to throw hersdf on the oed, 
and give frec.’mnt to her anguish ; and 
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we fear we must acknowledge* that shp 
yielded to it. The next, hpwever, was 
tar better, and we hope will obtain her 
forgiveness in the eyes.of’our^inost^vir- 
tuoug readers. . She called Jherself to a 
severe account for her conduct, recol¬ 
lected that fortitude and resolution were 
now more necessary than before;' ajid 
the strength of .mind which wewhave seen 
her exert for the co):ftoliltiorr of Mr. Foi- 
tescue, 'again came to her aid* Nor this 
alone. Ashamed even to herself of be¬ 
traying so much weakness, she sAnk upon 
her knees, * and in the ardour of true 
devotion, foftnd relief to Itfer Sgitation. 
She earnestly prayed^ for assistance* and 
support against Her own weakness—^^for 
of that she ha^ ifluch reason to fearj* 
Her prayer was heard. She retired'to 
rest, and slept ari hour. 

At breajefast, h A- mother remarked the 
alteration of her ^ooks; and CSara gained 
resolution enough to inform h^, with 
tolerable «cal{nness, of*jth« adventure of 
c,^ , 
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the night. Mrs. Mordant could h&rdly 
believe that wn?t she heard was not the 
account of a feverish dream of her daugh- 

K I * 

ter's, and it was iong ere she could give 
credit to the alsertion : and at last, when 
she found it was an absolute fact, it was 
impossible to rejoice at it. Bitterly did 
she accuse herself of the urgency of the 
advice she had given; indeed it could 
hardly be cblled ad:me. She determined 
to write ini;mediately to Mr. Fortescue. 
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• CHiLP. III. 

• 

As I am ndw unhappy; which is more than 
History can pattern, though deWd and play’d 
To take spectators. 

Winter’s Taie> 

An Explanation. 

AVhile Mrs. Mordant w^s busy with 
her. letter of enqiyry*to Mr. Tprtescue, 
a countrynfen ^brought back Felix, and 
desir^ to see Mrs. TrevilJyaiy herself. 
John Harding* thoqght th§ news' too 
good to n^ed ceremony j nor did Felix 
wait the JbrmaTity of an introduction,—s 
for while the man was speaking to likn, 
the dog flew to. the well-known^ door, 
where thf Jadies* usually sat, gave a 
scratch at it, .anH finding *it* give way, 
s'prung into the room, and made so much 
noise with his greetin|^,tl^t JoBn waited 
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some m/oments .at the door ere he could 
be heard, and the countryman .was at 
his heels. 

When he had hold his mistress who the 
man was, he retired j and when the door 
wa'' shut after him, the countryman ad- 
\ anced to the ladies, and put a letter upon 
the tibk, at an equal distance between 
them. It was addressed to.Mrs. Mordant; 
she opened it: there was an inclosure to 
Mrs. Treviilyan, though only .addressed 
tp Clara. mother hesitated to give 
it her.^ 

The than, thinking the ladies too busy 
to mind nim, was making his retreat j bwt 
cutiosity, or some o^hef feeling, vi^as too 
stfong to be repelled.' Mrs, Treviilyan 
put down thei unopened letter, and both 
th^ ladies began qnestioniug him. The 
fellow^ at Hrst pleaded ignorance, and 
knew nothing j as soon, ho’,vev6r, as the 
touch of’ fire shlllingi met his fingers, 
hh tecfcllbdHbn returtted, ind he said, 
a sailor ^ad d0i«| to thbir cottage in a 
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ierribli; weak states and h^d asl^bd. foe 
lodgings,, about a week • since ; that 
“ I and woiTe thought * sure he wur 
mad, for he sat gldoray loike, and never 
axed for nothkig to eat. • At^st^he 
wur feared to stay \jflth him whilst I wur 
away;^ but she soon got over that. 
But sure,” said he, gaining confidence 
as he p/oceeded,^“ wh'^t a froigbfi^te did 
give us ! In the middle <of th« ijoightj^ 
when he wur got much bette^ our Bet 
she wakes me, an4 tells me, sure as death 
lodger wur gone ont^ afld run away with 
all we got. So up I gej;s^ and goes down 
and looks abemt me: the fi^st thing I 
sees was a fine fnttch.and sales; I*puts 
it to my ear, but it did not go; —but I 
«ays to my^lf, * It’s mo robber as would 
leave such a fine watch behoind him** 
So 1 Idfik the door as I found it but 
thinks 1, I’ft ^atch^ But swe enough, 
my ]d4y» I didn’t Vatcb long, .for I fell 
asleep ; and next morning th|?re he war 
as if notjiing bad happeped. I suppose 
.c4/ 
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he doigs the same every ndight j for 

rvhen I saw him this morning, ^that dog 

was with him. I don’t Know what to 

make of him ~ not I. \V oife she says 

he’c. a spo^ :,<but 1 says he’s a gentleman 

as wants to keep out’ pf the way, for some 

reason as don’t concern .u^. He wrote a 

letter t’other day, and I see a bit of 

the writing, and^it wur ajf a fine text 

hand, ,like„ that, Hiy lady, — so he can’t 

be a sailor. So indeed, my lady, this is 

aU I know.” 

»• 

Mrs. TrevillyaRi r^ould have been glad 
had lie gone on ^or an. hdur. She in¬ 
creased h^r donation, ami the”inan re¬ 
tired, very thankfyl for 'ner bounty. 

The ladies were row left alone with 
their letters. Mrs<.M6rdantJs only con 
twined a request to deliver the other to 
her (^augbter; «and its contents werfe these: 

Madam, 

“ Could ‘ I have supposed that Felix 
was an object of such .solicitude to you, 
I certahily s]|Ou.y not haye taken him j 
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but th^*little creature seemed tote en¬ 
dowed with that faithfulness which, alas ! 

r. • 

has been so .much wanting elsewhere. 
But I will not reproach »you. J shall 
ever eajnestly pray for yoiJr happiness, 
though you have destroyed mine for ever. 
Yet, Clara, did you know my dangers, 
my sufferings — all encountered by my 
rashness in wishing to* be with-^ou a 
fortnight earlier than yftu Expected* me; • 
— did you ktow that the worst •f these, 
indeed all put together, was trifling, 
when compared with ffiy recent, my cijuel 
disappointment;—Y thinkyour conscience 
must upbraid yo*u^for not waitirfg alitjtJe, 
a very little longer. Byt why should I 
regret affections ii^hich have proved so 
'ti?insient! —•! dare not think — ray 
brain — But adieu 1 

H-. F.’,* 

Mrs. Mordant immediately ratig the 
bell, and learning which sway Mie ftiaii 
went, hastened ^fter him y*sh| soon saw 

c* 5 * 
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him, and kept him in view as she‘walked. 
They were not far out of si^ht of the 
house, ere he was joined by a than ifi a 
sailor’s dress ; but she could not believe 
this coUltl be Hen/’y Fortescue. He was 
so thin, no one could wonder at his being 
taken for a ghost;—-he turned,and 
she ^ceived it^ was indeed the shadow 
of himself: — his sallow tfheek and hol¬ 
low eye showed* present suffering, and 
recent ihdisposition. 

She .approached, and held out her 
hand co him; — he" hesitated, and‘at iait 
turned away. 

Henry,” said she,, *‘ iny dear Henry, 
surely you will' speak to me.” The 
countryman stared, and then, warned by 
^ motion of her hand, went away. 

Henry^ had gone a few paces slowly 
forward; but hearing th^ well-known 
voice of., affection, he ' returned, and, 
With great Itootion, accepted the oiB^red 
hand^ 

“My AafUhiia,” ■Saifi ’She again, 
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« whA«e have you been, and what has 
become (^f you during tbjs dreadful ab- 
,Sence ? — you appear as one risen from 
the tomb.” 

“ Wpuld to Heaven I had go»e there,” 
returned Henry ; “kwas only the thought 
of Clara that kept me from it, —only 
the recollection of the happiness that 
awaited me here, that lent me energy to 
overcome difficulties, aJid escape dangers# 
And when •! landed eighteen days ago, I 
would not have changed situations with, 
any being on the face oT the earth. Our 
ship was wrecked coming home, and 
every soul on \>oard, except hiysblf^my 
servant, and a femal* whom I saved, 
perislred: and I^e&r, such are her mis¬ 
fortunes, that she ’frill never recoyer 
them. We were rescued, however, by Sft 
outward-bound vessel. Th'ere Were |only 
two chanceaofyOurlieajing of my escape, 
and I learnt that both the ships we spoke 
with were taken by the Freneh, sd that 
you could yjok have knjpwnfit. 11 heard 
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this the other day upon my landhig. 1 
ordered a post-chaise and fou^ to take 
myself and a gentleman instantly to town.^ 
While this Wa§ preparing, I was look¬ 
ing' over* jomte news|)apers; I had gone 
through several, and.was all impatience 
for the vehicle, when my eyes were at¬ 
tracted to the name of Mordant, — and 
I readier marriage, — pay own afianced 
Clara! Judge what were my feelings, 
—but, ipdeed, you cannot judge, ^— 
nobody cap. 1 had esuftered want of 
food, ~ iost roy'reason ; —but nothing, 
no anguish, I ever felt,' could equal 
that of tliat hour; — my brain was on 
lire,— and if I h?d had a pistol at that 
moment, I have little doubt of the use 
I should have made of it. 
c* «* They came to tell me the chaise was 
read^; 1 went down with phrenzied 

expedition:—-my Iriend. Observed my 
altered ap^arance, took me into a room, 
felt my pulsoj —^ a^d 1 know nothing 
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more*tha£ passed for a wQek, wUen my 
recolleclion returned. 

“ My friend had watched over rae as 
long as he could {Jossibly;. sp^re time, and 
then left every order for miy^accotflmo- 
dation : he generoysly paid my expenses, 
and left money for me, although he knew 
nothing of my friends, or how he was to 
be remuneriited» 

“ I had recovered* slewly, artd had 
begun a letter to my father j bi^; dreading 
the effect the suclden surprise might have 
upop him, I wrote Charles Mordant; 
but my letter was hqjdly sane, ~ so I 
did nol send it. 

“ However, 1 haye learnt thaf Inay 
father is well, and *1 do not wish him to 
•know of ipy arnval*until I can have it 
gradually broken to him. My poor fa¬ 
ther, Row he will feel fbr ane! • . 

“ I* read in. newspaper that Mr. 
Trevillyan lived af Eldringtdh, and I was 
t^d that he WM absent reio^ed, 
once morc^ to see Clar%,^ 
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“ jiany a. time have I seated.‘myself 
in the grounds when I was abl^^ to go so 
far, and frequently saw her, and always 
attended by’F^lix. ' 

**■ At, one* time I contemplated sur¬ 
prising her ; but although it was evident 
she had ceased to regard me, I thought 
it cruel to remind her of what had been. 
I couhi^not help .fancying, .too, that she 
.looked less livelyv and that her step had 
lost mucl\ of its elasticityin short, that 
she did not.appear happy. 

** I enquired iAto^he character of Mr. 
TrevTllyan, — every owe spoke of him 
with nespc'ct, •— few with gratitude,— 
anci none with ail^tion'; and I had the 
vanity of thinking, that had the property 
devolved to me, I should not have been 
e&ntented with such negative praise. 

.^As the cottagers go to bed with the 
sun, I generally'stroVl over grdunds 
for hours. Last ni^ht 1 saw you and your 
daughter carnet in conversation : — the 
dog stayed ^ {^{^ulnels behind:-.-! 
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took opportunity of calling hitu j — 
the littl^ creature listened' a moment, 
and then darted to the shrub behind 
which I stood. I'took np ifbtice of his 
barking or »capering unttl ypu xfere 
fairly out of hearing, and then indulged in 
caressing him, as the only being who had 
yet welcomed me to my native land. — 
He ce^ainlyknew me,*, and I detprtnined 
to carry Jiim off. At* fijst, he was sq 
taken up in licking niy hands, pnd show¬ 
ing his affection, that he did ;iot miss hk 
mistress; but whenb h? had tfred him¬ 
self with this* ho* whinyed most piteously. 
I quieted him* as well as I eouM } and 
shut him up in*my ry^om, while I wbnt 
for my noeturnal ramlSk. 

‘ “1 distmctly saw Clara pacing her 
room, and open the window. I watclwd 
the li^t disappear, and soon afterwards 
she came* iJut, att^ded by a servant.-— 
She walked fast, and I retrSated to dhe 

• a 

shrub ; bilt thinking that would l)e the 
place she«wopkl se«pd^> I fhid myself in 
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the p'{ 3 .ntatipn. She came there, — al¬ 
most touched me :—I heard her breathe, 
— I fancied I felt it too : — she had 
called loud'.y for Feli’x. But now, as il‘ 
despairing, ter sweet voice sunk into a 
mournful plaintivefiess, as she reproach¬ 
ed him for deserting her when she most 
-rreeded comfort, and then herself for 
beingi^till less faithful.thap the dog. 

“ I wag almost* distracted. I could 
have proposed carrying her.away to a 
distant country, whei;p .we might live 
unknown,—but*- njy better judgment 
soon'came to my. aid :1 spoke a few 
incoheerent, words, and hastened away. 

passed near jfco the'servant, who, far 
from impeding my course, started as if 
he had seen an apparition. ,I sent back 
the dog this morning. I pray Heaven it 
may., be ,a source of comfort to poor 
Clara. O, Mrs. Mori^nt! if importuned 
to marry, -*• if it was hot. a voluntary act, 
— much l^ive these to answer for who 
advised «iit. c|mnot even believe 
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that ske wbuld willingly forfeit hftr en¬ 
gagement to me :-T-her happiness, as well 
as mine, il destroyed by if.” 

Mrs. Mordant burst into* tears, and" 
told him without reserve ^very’occwir- 
rence ; *nor did she Hiide Clara^ reluct- 
ance, or the persuasions used by herself, 
Mr. Fortescue, and all her friends, to 
promote the match. • 

This greatly soothed Jiinj ; and he pro¬ 
mised eaxetully to avoid all communica¬ 
tion with her, and to leave the place the 
next day. 

She then Tetvy:ned to the h^l, and 
found Tier daughter busily epgaged in 
cutting out coarse baby-linen for poor 
people.} and she was.suTprised.tp see bow 
piuch she had ddhe. .The truth is, upon 
the departure of her mother she foui^^ 
herself'in great danger of»relapsk^^into 
dejectionshg therefore wisely emfiloy- 
ed herself} and the benevolimqe of the 
occupation, and the industry with jybich 
she purstjed it, soothed her /nind»to, tole¬ 
rable calmness! 
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CHAP. IV. 


I shotild be sick, but that my reeolutiou helps me. 

Cymheline. 

Sttffiring.t — A Christening, 

Mrs. Trevillyak di4 not immediately 
allow herself to usk^any questions — per¬ 
haps thinking hqr mo^eil would speak 
of herowii accord; but this not being the 
caiit;; she could npt resist examining her 
countenance. V&inly had Mrs. Mordant 
attempted to cheer it; tear^ every now 
^d. then started to her eyes, as she sat 
witl} her„ face> towards the fire, ab much 
ont ht sight of her daughter a.s possible. 

At Igstj “ My dear mother,” said 
ClarSv ** jott may tell me all, — I can — 
1 will ]i»ear ^tr^^^bat if you«}f^ve me in 
lo. 
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ignoraiiee?, imagination, never v^feyy' 
tame, will picture to itself horrors which 
may not exis\ in Veality.” 

“ My dear ehfld ! my amiabltJ Clara [” 
exclaimed Mrs. Mordant, in great agita« 
tion, while'she folded h^^to her bosom, “ I 
can never forgive myself fer promoting 
this marru^eyou are unhappy, Clara, 
by my influence when ProvidenceJfead 
every blessing in store for,yoy.” . 

“ Oh, hush, my mother ; these are 
useless reproaches: 7 - you may as well 
arraign Providence for^th* storm which 
caused that drea4ful,iibipwreek< Of what« 
too, have I to complain ? Mr. Xrgvil^an 
does not understand those delicate attei^' 
t'ons which some men bxcel in; you 
miist take thp tetl^^por. and dispositioR 
into consideration before you ju^e 
harshly. ’He has been U 8 ed» tr<^ in¬ 
fancy^ to \>e .ooR^id^feii the first peraoh, 
-^the priscij^ if i»ot the only .object 
of devotion ! ■ and reafiyi when y^ tlyRi: 
of Ihe mdiils^cehe was broturht rd in. 
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y<?ii must, allow he is not unaitiiable. I 
rever looked for perfection but in one 
dear object: — he is for ever separated 
from me j: and I arti resolved, my dearest 
inotfier, that you shall see me reasonably 
happy, by devot'ujg myself to those du¬ 
ties my situation calls for: nor do 1 
yet despair of making you satisfied with 
yom son-in-law. At, any rate, I beg you 
never again, to .mention a subject of con¬ 
versation quite improper for my partici¬ 
pation,” 

Mrs. Mordant \ooked with fond admira¬ 
tion at her lovejly daughter, whom she con¬ 
sidered, a martyr to her obedience; and 
•she saw that, fhough she spoke firmly, 
her countenance evinced her disorder: — 
a parched lip, Pushed cheek, and st:n^ 
eye, were not in unison with the calm¬ 
ness of her expressions. Clara acknow- 
le(%ed that she had taken cold by the 
dew of the night, dnd her afflicted parent 
bufriec) her to bed, and sent for medical 
adviee. The fever ran high, and the ilh 
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ness pro^pd 'of more unpleasant coaat:^ 
quence than was at first apprehended. 

^At this juncCure Mr. Trevillyanr re¬ 
turned home, and fdund all t’he house 
in confusion and dismay; and wlipn hS 
learnt the cause, it difficult to say, 
whether the affection for hia wife, or the 
disappointment to his wishes, had most 
weight upon his feelings. 'JHe looke 4 »for- 
ward to the birth of an beir^ as the .%ine 
qua non of his happiness. The ifiea of 
his property going tQ the Fortescues was 
a continual thorn in i}is ^ide; add he 
seemed as if he*too 4 t a pleasure, by con¬ 
stant irritation, to> deepen the wound it 
made. 

Thus is happiness much more eqt^ly 
diwded between u^tbaa we are wiUing 
to believe: those who appear to us pos¬ 
sessed of ’every thing this world can giae 
them, are nonlaser tothan ourselves : 
— youth, health, vrealtb, rank, abdities, 
are n6t sufficient to secure happigess,*»- 
that belongs ^ the mind. 
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Mt. Treviilyan’s mind did *Jot posses** 
this gem ; on the conttaiy, he was sorely 
alive to the most trifling iflcident which 
militated against the least of his com¬ 
forts. H6 was not allowed t;o visit the 
sick chamber for- some days ; and when 
he did, he could not help dwelling upon 
his own disappointment even more than 
upon her sufferings. She exerted herself 
to reconcile him to it, and in order to 
divert his thoughts, begged him to give 
the history of the christening: and after 
some furth€r'1lar''entations he began :— 
Upon my arrival* at Bath, I was 
^su^ised to find FanShaw and his wife, 
who had offered the compliment of their 
attendance. It Mrs. Faoshaw had 
heard so muchi of old Desfeurgh, ‘that 
She wOidd not let him go without her: — 

y&u' seh all folks are not so fastidious 
M you alo. — I Wh you* had gone, and 
'then* all this would -not'have happened. 

Tflt«y<toak upiheir abode at the- 

Hotel, ahd I went-there loo. "Ihe Colo¬ 
nel flxed the. iZd of August for the ce- 
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remon/pf the Eteistening, which w»S'^o 
take place in the Abbey at twelve o’clock j 
—for he choae to have it performed in 
the church, he said, because*he thought 
it much more decent than "in % private 
house. To our grea^^bstonishment, Mrs. 
Deaburgh excused herself from attend¬ 
ing it^ which I saw hurt the old gen¬ 
tleman and J fancy U had been the 
subject of discussion (before .we .went 
there, for there was a smile of,triumph 
and determinattmi from her to^liza, who 
said 8^ would stay at with hkr sister. 

“ Mrs. FanShaw, Geperal Dmvers, a 
very gentlemaniy man, a crony of the 
Colonel’s, and ihysel^ were sponsiws, 
and with the Colonel went in Fanshaw’s 
^carriage. fie wsdkedj ^nd the child 
was carried by the muse. We wanted td 
take it with us, nr to send the nurse and 
her Chaige*^ w eita!r, but Colonel, 
as in a forsoer ease,* thought he* should 
ha^ ‘ .changes enoti^’ fiU added, 
with great Mif-cmi^lBces^y, ** I wfarvant 



48 


THE VETERAN / OH, 

1 %ac carried to church j and if'my boy 
is as hale a& I am at my age, I’m sure 
it will not be by coddling him.’ 

** I saw tl)e wife^ and sister give a 
spring Irom' the window as we drove offj 
as if in delight at our departure. While 
on our way, the Colonel, with great ex¬ 
citation, fumbled in the long poeket of 
his reghnental .waistcoat, (for he was 
full dressed "^on*the occasion,) and pre¬ 
sented each of us with a csmall parcel, 
which he said he hoped we would accept 
as a mark of hik regard, and of the, chris¬ 
tening of his dear boye> We opened our 
packets, and found each contained a 
round red box, in which was a very valu- 
alde diamond rihg.° 

“ It is very provoking you were n«t 
'there: — I don’t think I have ever shown 
you my mother’s jewels: — I intended to 
present you with %hem wpon the birth 
of my son; but that idea must sleep for 
some time, —it is really Vpry tiresOtoe. 

“ The sbndpe passed, asd.I dare say 
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;he CoJbnef thought lie hiyd iibfM'itfiy 
remunerated the clergyman (who, by the 
bye was none bf the best ) with half-a- 
Kuiiiea: — however,die made ifis bow and 
said nothing. The clerk reteivejl on*iy 
one shilling, which .Agreeing very ill 
with the figure we cut in Fanshaw’s gay 
equipage, —from which no doubt he had 
appropriated iq hi§ own*, mind the half¬ 
guinea given to his superior to. his f>wn 
pocket — wa^ not so passive. JHe fol¬ 
lowed the party to J;he carriage, and in¬ 
decent^ began abusing tTie Colonel, who 
for some time did «ot nqtice it: at last, 
however,' ‘ You «’ascal,’ said he, * the 
next time I’ll nbt giye you half as 
much.’ • * 

‘ Next tijne!’ replied the man with 
ail ironical smile, ‘ no, I don’t believe 
you will j and you need not liaVe tr«ubljd 
us now, f reckon, if *y^u had not had a 
iriend at court.’ . * • 

“ The innuendo possibly was imhe^rd, 
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it was unheeded by oun friend, 
and we drove off. 

“ Fanshaw, who seeihs to have an 
unaccountible pleasure in doing otfd 
thtags,j[iov» ordered the carriage to our 
hotel, where MrsfJDesburgh and Eliza 
had promised him to meet us ; but they 
were not arrived, so it was sent to Queen 
Square for thetiQi: it ^-etuyned, however, 
empty-»• the ladies had left home the 
instant drove away. , 

“ We /ound a splendid bi'eakfast laid 
out; but it Was^not etiquette to sit 
down to it without them; and the Colo¬ 
nel was very uneasy. He proposed setting 
out in search ofi, them': this at first was 
interdicted, fearing, at that rate, they 
might be running after oach other all 
day. But when we had waited half an 
h(^r ki suspense, and the child began 
to cry, he and FanShaw set-off. They had 
not gorie far, when they perceived the 
ladles walking very fast in the opposite 
direclion tob, their own chouse: they 
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were exceedingly heated by the exeibisej 
and the Colonel, fearfully jd’ive to any 
thing which could hurt the b^py, would 
not let her go near him, till^he was,cooI. 
— Eliza piade some trifling* errand an 
excuse for their absence, and the party 
sat down to the repast, to which they did 
due honour. 

“ The„veteraBi seemed- to think Fan- 
shaw had paid him a grSat 'coniplinlent 
by the entertainment, when really I 
should have thougirt it an implied re- 
proach« I should newer have dreamt 
of doing §uch a thiftg. 

“ At three they^ left us, and We mei 
again in Queen Square af^six, where the 
Colonel has taken house for a month, 
a.vid which at l 3 iis season, I suppose, he 
gets for ^a trifle. We there found a 
handsome^entertainmpnt of one course, 
or if there weVe two, it was not done as 
we have it. The wine was of the’saipe 
sort as we had before, and quite* excel¬ 
lent. It pa^eH very pleasarttl^r^^ and the 
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Cbloiiel was in high glee. The ladies Icit, 
us soon'after dinner, which the old gentle¬ 
man apologised for, as necessary for a 
nurse, ani nothing more was thought 
of it. 

“ About nine, there was a loud rap¬ 
ping at the street-door, which was fol¬ 
lowed by several succeeding ones. The 
Colonel seemed surprised, and we went 
into the'drawing-room, where w^e found, 
and e-ddently to his great astonisli- 
nient, a rlarge party, and amongst the 
rest. Sir John and Lady Neerdowel, and, 
seemingly of tkeir pSVty, Mrs. Langton. 

. Fa'iishaw immediately went up to 
his wife, and soon after she complained 
of indisposition, a!nd Jie took her away •, 
but he himself rfiturftcd, and told mef lu 
did not think the company such as h< 
cjjosc’her Co associate with. 

“ 1 have sincc^learfll !that the Necr- 
dowels and iVl^s. Langton were travelling 
from One place to anotlier; and "being 
now on theip j'oad, they eftntrived to Ini- 
ittpU'^'Sir JohnNeeitlowel’s strontr iuclina- 



filATKiMONTAT. PEMCITTKS. 


'»o 


’on to ]0!n the party upon thns occasion, 
■'/iii'a had giv(^ Mrs. Langton inform- 
i!»ion of the appointed day -5- for these 
hidics always correspondeda — Mrs. Des- 
biirgli dared not meijtion ttieni to her 
jiusliand, for slie kn«?vv the consequence 
would be the doing away with the whole 
party : and it was to their hotel they 
went in the mcfrniilg to ascertain if they 
were arrived in Bath, that the ladies had 
been so mucB upon the alert. j%id here 
again I liave to nolice the Quixotism of 
Fanshaw. He^ saw ftady Neerdowel — 
Miss Baslow that*was — quite deserted; 
so he devoted hjmself to her duria^ 
tbe evening, and appealyed as much in- 
reiested by tbe Vvlstory of her vulgar 
'connections, as if lie had the disgrace of 
belonging to them himself. ^He danced 
with hei>— for to the evident consta n- 

ation of the 'old mao we had a band of 

^ • 

music, and there was a supper prepared. 

“ The Colonel folded his arpis, walked 
about the room, •and seemfe'd in great dis- 
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rreis*: ne nexcr spoke to any gentleman 
of the company except his own party. 
At last I saw liim go out of the room, and 
I followed j but he turned back : — ‘ For¬ 
give me, sir,’ said he, in great agitation, 

‘ and pray leave me — I will return to 
you presently.’ 

“ He came back in half an hour, and 
then appeared perfectly calm. His 
wife* was da'ncihg with great spirit with 
Sir John Neerdowel, —• indeed they were 
inseparable during the whole evening. 

“ I watched the veteran’s countenance, 
and I found that it ^as only by a great 
effort that he kept master of himself. 
And I firmly be.h’eve, that had it not been 
for the fear of fretting bis wife, and 
thereby hurting his child, he would haVe 
made no ceremony of showing, the door 
to (the whole party. . 

“ General Danvfjs, and'Fanshaw, my¬ 
self, aiid the Colonel, went by his desire 
down^ to the supper-table, where we 
each took a ‘couple of -glasses of wine; 
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intl when we hud done, he very carefully 
locked up the decanters, saying, ‘ Those 
Efentlemen who intrude theipselves un- 
asked to my house may find their own 
wine.’ 

“ How they managed I know not — 
we came away ; but I dare say Mrs. 
Desburgh did not escape a fine trimming. 

“ I roally Wonder how Sir John Neer>- 
dowel dared to present Tiim'seirthei’fe, of 
all places. Next morning we Mfiade the 
farewell call, but Rad no opportunity of 
hearirfg particulars. 

“ Tl>e Fanshaws d€sire their kind 
regards to you, .she is really* a swe^t, 
woman. I asked then? to accompany 
me home, but it is very well they did 
'not, considering Ihe disappointment I 
met with, and the confusion of the 

“ And the illness of my dmighter,” 
said.Mrs. Mordant. 

“ Of course,” said he, «I njeanUhat.” 
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CHAP. V. 

O theft most bi'se and gluttonous. 

'.rroilus a,id CirssW'. 

A Stage Coach Adrentui c. 

Mill TkeviiseyAn informed his wife that 
he had written to put off the Desburgi! 
visit till she was better, but that ito 
thought in a foiKnight .she would be 
ready to receive*tbenr; Site rei/ictantiy 
cjnsented, for as Miss Eliza Dennison 
and the nurse and child were irluded, 
her mother’s room would be nec i.’ssary ; 
and it was a great grief to her, to lose 
her for such successors — a}tho,ugh she 
wo2',ild liave been delighted to have had 
the. Colonel alone. 

Her health ijpproved daily, and on the 
eve of that fixed for Mrs. Mordant’s de¬ 
parture, she exerted hersdif to appear 
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:]ieertur.an*d happy. The uiother* saw 
1 was an cfFort, and when tlie carriage 
came to the door next morning, felt dib- 
-..itisficd and unhap|:^'. 

' My^dcar Madam,” saiTi tliis ami¬ 
able young woman, “you must take back 
i'eli \ ; either keep him yourself) or send 
him t<a t)i< (ii>t master; it is not proper 
that J ^liouh; i4idnJ,gc myself by petting 
'aim.” — Tiie la;thful iittlfe creatin-e heard 
lii.s name, ancVever attentive to her voice, 
s;>rang iinon her •knees. Sl)£ fondly 
caresseil iiim, and tiiea put him into the 
carriage.^ Mr.*Tityv’illytwi accompanied 
'hem, and tliey dfove off. 

Mrs. Mord : Iiad always thought 

’iighiy ); li. r daughter, but she seemed 
to^nse up ui ‘.^very* tri3l. She pressed 
i:ci- tp ]>osom, and shed many tears 
. ‘ j.*artinj». Mr. Trevillyan “asked w^y 
I'elix wa , to t’w ;*his wife could not trust 
herself to speak just then, an'3' Mrs. 
dlonfant readily answered, that The dog 
Imd 'jten left to her as soi^i^ little com- 
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pensi.tion for the companion sne had 
lost in his mistress. 

Men are the most unaccountable crea¬ 
tures! Mr.Trpvillyan had been frequently 
jealous of the attentions bestowed on this 
spaniel, and many aftime would have glad¬ 
ly seen him consigned to the Thames: yet 
now that he found his wife could spare 
him —could herself propose to part with 
him, he began to think he might as well 
stay behind. But Mrs. Mordant enter¬ 
ing into the feelings, and reverencing 
the heroism of her daughter, resolved to 
carry him off. . 

, Our friend John Hafding was present 
during this con /ersation ; and knowing 
how fond his mistress was of him, ear¬ 
nestly examined her c®untenance. — 
John was no bad physiognomist, and he 
deterfiiined* the dog should return. 

He knew the driver of the chaise 
which “went on with the lady, bribed 
hith to'bring it back, and the next day 
sent a countryman upon whom he could 
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depend*, to take charge him •from 
thence to the Hall, after giving him full 
instructions how to act in all likely 
emergencies. 

The following morning,* Mr, TreVil- 
lyan went to his stabies before breakfast 
to see a favourite horse, and being up 
earlier than usual he sauntered farther. 
— When some* way from the bouse, he 
was very much surprised ‘to -see Jittle 
Felix scampering up to him as ifest as he 
could put his feet* to the ground. The 
countryman had seen him at a d&stance, 
and according*tothe instructions receiv¬ 
ed, he put dowrf the dog in the»miflst pf 
the dirtiest place &e could find, and well 
sprinkled him with * mud.— Felix well 
. knew the spst, and hg assisted the stra- 
1 agem by taking the straight road.—Mud¬ 
dy or dry, it was all one to FSlix j *an(^by 
the time he'&a6hed his master, his dirty 
jacket might well- justify the id ^4 of bis 
having travelled many miles. 

He saluted hyn most joyfully, leaving 

. n 6 ’ 
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manyU mam of his affection on his wliite 
trowsers. This, however, was of no con¬ 
sequence. Mr. Trevilly'an was quite 
pleased witn the anincalj he immediately 
took him home, and John Harding kept 
a grave face, as he o^'ten afterwards beard 
his master extol the extraoi dinary saga¬ 
city of the dog, who had found his way 
thirty miles of a l oad he Ijad never seen 
in hi? lifcn Howeiver, this incident pro¬ 
cured for the magnanimous,Felix a per- 
manenUiome with his mistress, who could 
hardly tdmmancf l^er emotion at the re¬ 
appearance of l>er favourite. Mule he 
was not,,— she was much more mute 
fnan he; but if her joy was less loud, it 
w'as not less sincere. 

Mrs. Mordant missed the dog five m:- _ 
Viutes after the post-boy had stolen him. 
People*-werfc dispatched in every direc¬ 
tion, and the inn \Vas searched for him. 
She enq'6'ired for the lad that drove he]', 
who*, in«-the most simple and innocent 
manner imaginable,, firmly# denied any 
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knowitlige’of him, althongH lie hid hut 
tlie moment before fastened him up in 
the ])ay-]oft. 

Lying, we believe, is one of the 
very few lashions which ha.* esea)*ed*tlie 
influence of time;,•and we have cer¬ 
tainly done due honour to our grand- 
mother Eve, the tirst inventor ol’ it, by 
retaining the f;ustvm in<its pristine purity 
ever since. 

Mrs. Mor^iant; loved the doj^ hcrsell j 
but the value her daughter attached to it, 
made^ her doubly unea.^. She ’staid at 
tlie inn that idgl^,; and as tliere were no 
tiding.s of him, «he sent a letter to El- 
drington by the Tflrst ftpst, to announce 
the disaster, and to» rdljuest their exer¬ 
tions to recoA er iiyn. • !She then proceed¬ 
ed on her road, and was met by her son; 
who was exceedingly vexed at JLhe, ac¬ 
count she gave»of Ins* sister. 

He had seen H5nry Fortesoue, from 
whbm he had learnt the historji of •their 
Viieeting; h|: had also managed t» break 
the happy informatipn of his darling sen’f* 
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safety,to the old man, and his jty was 
beyond expression. But he, as well as 
all of them, deeply regretted the precipi¬ 
tancy with 'which they had acted in re¬ 
gard to Clara’s marriage. 

The next day, the carriage was dis¬ 
patched from the Hall to meet the Des- 
burgh family, who were to arrive by the 
stage-coach, and' to bfi set down at a 
small inn ]two„milJes off by the road side, 
at a certain hour. 

When they arrived at Eldrington, the 
Colonel' appeared ip high spirits j, and 
after the usual greetings, 'he gave them 
the histofy of their stage-coach adven- 
t hires. 

“ W^e took the whole of the inside 
places, for I considerad, thvt though & 
• chaise would be cheaper, yet it would 
bardjy he possible for four of us and ray 
boy*to cram into it ibr a dong journey j 
hut I orrfk-red a good' veal pye to eat on 
the road, .to save charges, and I brought 
a bottlefcof m'y fipe old Madeira. The pye 
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was p&t into a basket, anfl the ’bottle 
into -a pocket of the coach. — When we 
came to the *inn where the passengers 
dine, the ladies proposed aValk, while 
the outside people ate. t «tayed*to^iro- 
tect our things j but, the master of the inn 
came and assured me that nothing should 
be touched, and that he would be an- 
swerable for tjje sjifety of it all.—Finding 
my long legs somewhat cramped,^! was^ 
glad to strQtch them; so I alighted and 
followed the ladies, telling the coachman 
to t^e us up on the^ rflad, which he did’ 
in about half* aUj^hour. The first thing 
I did, was to pat my hand in t[ie pocket, 
to feel if my bcfttle Mjas safe j — I feA'*it 
and all the other thingS were in statu quo. 
Shortly aftei', we, got out our veal pye, 
and fell to it with good appetites.—Sopb}> 
asked for a glass of wine, — I'rivmnjaged 
out the tpiribler* &nd the cork-screw, 
and then brought out the bottie. — But, 
wonder of wonders! I found my fine 
Madeira tJjansformed into dirty water, a 
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transition b'y no means to ’onr'- taste. 
I imraediately called to the coachman, 
and asked vdicrc was my bottle ol’wine? 
The follow answered grufUy, that he 
knew nothing-about it, how shouhl he 
and was about drivii-jg- on, when 1 again 
stopped liim. — ‘ Well, my man, tlte loss 
shall be yours as well as ours. — I did in¬ 
tend to give you eight shillings at the end 
of the journey., considering that you hav'c 
had some trouble with my child, but not 
one sixpence of mine sitall you see, unless 
you ])roduce my Madeira.’ This was 
fpiite another thing, —^^cohchy now be¬ 
came wry^civii, saitl he was two miles oh 
th'e road, and tnough he was very sorry 
that I was scrvcci such a trick, hoped 1 
would not saddle him^ witlothe loss, a? 

protested he had nothing to do witli 
it. —•„HawevGi', I continued firm, and af¬ 
ter some demur, he sent a la-d ft'om the top 
of the C 0 »i'h back to the inn for my bottle. 
The outside gentry began to grumble 
at the delay,' and petitioned sne to sufier 
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he vehicle to pi'oceed. I ans^iverecl * ‘ set- 
r!e it with the, coachman, he knows iny 
'letermination — no vo'ne, no,money.’ — 
We waited about *three-q<iarters ,of^an 
iiour, wl^n the lad reUxrncd, and bi’ought 
hack my own bottle' untouched. —And 
now a fresh bone of contention arose — 
the lad held the bottle at bay, protesting 
ho would not }dckl‘it up, unless I gave him 
two shillings for his trouble f—' Not one 
penny, my lild,’ said 1. The little wretch 
was exceedingly ihsolem, but* I just re¬ 
peated, ‘ settle it wkh the coachman; 
no wina, no mon§t j’ and, as much time 
had been lost, he was happy to get*off so 
well. The bottle was handed in, and the 
impudent varlet revenged himself by call¬ 
ing me name%, whfch fie was welcome to 
do, — iQt those laugh that win j so we 
opened #ur wine ancl enjoyed*t mole, per¬ 
haps, from £l»e trouble we had about it.” 

The party laughed Jieartily'at the 
Colonel’s management, and ^ tlley soon 
retired to rest. 
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Sofnp da3(s were employed in showing 

the fine country. The ladies amused 
themselves, with the child, who throve to 
his father’s wioh ; and the Colonel passed 
much of his time in the libr.;ry with 
Mr. Trevillyan, whbm he told, that hav¬ 
ing made him joint guardian with Mr. 
Fanshaw to his son, he thought he should 
also make them his executors : — • that he 
once thought of giving Colonel Danvers 
that office, but considering him not so 
hale a man as ^ himself, and thinking 
young men more pioper for the business, 
he had selected them, 'fie wished.to place 
all things plainly before them, to save 
future trouble.-7^ He then entered into 
his own affairs, and Mr. Trevillyan was 
greatly surprised to finid him possessed of 
large sums, upon which the interest had 
bee,n aliowei to acqumulate,^ until it had 
doubled the principal. This was his own 
private* fortune, — of that appropriated 
to charity he was silent: — it was time 
enough to talk of what w as plain sailing. 
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.><;eing his boy just at this moment car- 
iiecl before the^windows, he said, “ that 
y^ung rascal has already co.^ me more 
than ever I expended upon my ov\in liv¬ 
ing any Jihree years of my lite — wounds 
and all; — indeed they never cost me 
much. — And now I think of it, I’ll tell 
you how I managed once. 

“ Manyyeairs a^o I fell from a scaling 
ladder, and broke both ifty shinS'j but my 
heart and spirit were too much engaged in 
the operations to ndnd trifles. . I had no 
time lor two da^s to take off my clothes:— 
howevef, at the edd of these I could scale 
no more. I sent for the military* surgefjri 
and bid him 'patch ’em'up now ; and, if 
necessary, he should* have the pleasure 
> ©f attending thepi properly, when I had 
more tijne upon my hands. The block¬ 
head chose to reverse the ordtr, ‘.for 
which, had*tie\)eloijged to Frederic, he 
would have been shot, and well* "he de- 
served it too;—sohe laid open thd^’wounds. 
The consequbnoe was, I hkd the inovtif- 
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catioE of'being sent liome as useless, wJieJi 
I would have compromised the future loss 
of a leg to have stayed. 

“ When I q,rrived in LondoUj J deter¬ 
mined to have nothing more tq do with 
military rogues who would not obey or¬ 
ders, so I sent for the celebrated Mr. 
Cline. Now I well knew that these pro¬ 
fessional gentlemen never.take f^es from 
soldiers; but I 'vvanted to be soon well 
and enabled to return to my duty, and 
therefore \ wished to engage his particular 
attention,^—so I’thought of a stratagem. 

“ M'hen he came, I«‘shbwed him both 
iny IfgS', he looked very blank — said 
it was a bad job, and so on. I told 
him they were not half so bad as he 
thought, and asked h-lm which was the , 
worst; he answered the right.^ Very 
well, suid I; then you take the |pft, and 
I’ll take this; and I’lk Hiy!}'ou a wager 
of a pi§ce of ^plate, of the value ol 
fifteen guineas, that I cure my leg first; 
only ifiiud, if -IJose, yo\.\ shall cure it for 
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me. — ye laughed, but vefy good-Iui- 
mouredly took the bet. He went a i-ound- 
i^bout way to work, but was yery atteii- 
'tive, and dressed it regularly evei^ day. 
1 left iT^ne to nature, wasliing it as I 
used to do with my* soldiers, when no 
better assistance was within reach; but I 
never reported progress to Mr. Cline. 

“ ‘ ^ell,’ said *1, one day, ‘ when do 
you think you will let‘ine yoin* my»regi¬ 
ment?’ 

Oh!’ said he, laughing, ‘.very soon. 
I and my leg are g^)ing on very well, 
and l’;p sure *ot*my \wger. — My wife 
desires it may hfe a set of cggcutTs and 
Stands.’ — M’eanwliile I»was taking olFmy 
stocking, and just as* he had finished his 
. £^g-stand, Hpopped rfly leg to his view, 
nearly skiiuied over. He seemed mucli 
surprisgjl, and equally amus’Cd ; utitV de¬ 
clared, he Md seldom met with anyone, 
whose blood was in so.good aVtate as 
mine; —that when first he sawnny legs, 
lie absolutel}*fejired a inojijtilication!—But 
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to return to my boy,—you have some 
guess what he will possess when he comes 
of age. I might make him richer, but 1 
think it very unjust-to give the eldest 
son all, and -make the younger children 
beggars.—Now if ycur eldest born should 

be a daughter-” 

“ A daughter!” hastily interrupted 
Mr. Trevillyan, who had never calculated 
such ^ possibilityv “ a daughter !” 

The Qolonel, who did not at all enter 
into his feelings, began to suppose he 
did not like the ;^rcvposal he was making, 
but his host soqn undeceived him, by 
declaring, he should be miserable if such 
a disappointraenti was in store I’or him j 
but that if he had a daughter, he should 
gladly unite her to-hisiheir. < 

“ Fair and softly,” said the veteran, 
“ if your eldest is not a female, perhaps 
Fanshaw’s may j arid -which'ever of you 
have the first girl, to her I commend 
my son jiprovided always, that the young 
people,' when they come ofVage, choose 
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to ratify our preliminaries. ’ I ap^ro\ e 
good'discipline in families in every sub¬ 
ject but matrimony. A ]^arent lias, I 
tlnnk, a right to bre,?k off' a mitch, or to 
recommend one, but not farther.” > 

We ofFen find thosg«\vho wei’e brought 
up themselves with the greatest indul¬ 
gence, are the most arbitrary when tiiey 
come to have^ families* of their own. 
Mr. Trevlllyan did not jjicquiesce in tlie 
Colonel’s observation, but they joined tiie 
ladies in good-humoui'. 

Thej had some invitations to dine out 
in the neighbo*trlj,qod, and Mr. Trevil- 
lyan’s servants thinking themselvci* a»id 
their master ^omowhat ^scandalized, 
the extraordinary dre«s tind appcarauuc 
of, the Colonej, toqk e,very opportunity 
of apologising for it in,the servants’ haiis ^ 
where they visited; here the,y asserted, 
that he wastona of’the richest men*in 
the kingdom, wisely’judging, tb^f that 
was a salve and excuse for every, ecoen- 
tricity. 
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T)i,c report was soon spread. He wa.;- 
an early riser, and generally took a stroll 
beibre breakfast. 

Many were the sp/:'culations made on 
bis purse. All the neighbouring poor 
contemplated an nittack upon it, and 
numbers wa^-laid him in his morning 
rambles. 

labricated t:des of’ distress met him 

* I' 

on all sidps. f;5ol(,Hers’ widows, — soldiers’ 

children,—soldiers’ wives, — one would 
* * 

have supposed the whole country to have 
been stocked with military men only'. 

He was not deterrent!, hy the numerous 
impositions he detected, from investigat- 
'ing the truth of others. ,lt was (pjite 
amusing to observe the penetration and 
sagacity he discovcre4 in gross-questio^n- 
‘ing all the supplicants : those few that 
he .foqnd r/?ally deserving, he nberally 
reheved; but no prfiyers could extort a 
sixpen^ge for those w’ho had once attempt¬ 
ed to dqpeive him. 

loading'the first story w’ould iiot do, 
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the salne ‘people di-essed qut another; 
and prepared themselves for examin¬ 
ation ; but, however alterei^ the dress, 
however changed •the voice, he ^Iways 
knew th^na again. 

He never mentioa'bd at the Hall the 
adventures of the morning’s walk, until 
once, with a smile of great exultation, 
he put a letter nnto ’Mr. Trevillyan’s 
hand, as he sat down to i)reakfa8t; You 
know something,” said he, “ of Charles 
Reynolds. I must tell you, that I met 
a young woman, twu mornings ‘ago, in 
great distress; sh® told me, her father 
lay very ill, and‘that they were-tocTpo^r 
to get advice for him» I went imme¬ 
diately home with Rer, and found she 
, had not exaggerated his danger, or their 
poverty. 1 went to the poor man’s bed; 
I thougjjt I recollected his ffeatur^s :*,he 
soon, recognised*me, and told me he was 
the orderly servant of Charles Re^ftolds’s 
fath’er, and had attended him iif’ all* his 
campaigns. 

VOL. ri. 
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“ The Tejbcontre seemed to rouse him ; 
he grasped my hand as an old friend, 
and, when a little calm, he told me that 
Charles had sent him a present every 
year, while^ under my protection j but 
that he had heard"'his young master had 
disobliged me, and that he knew then 
his resources must be cut off- 

** * I became Very ill,’, added the old 
man, and ‘ my pension could not support 
myself . and five children r the eldest, 
indeed, is in service, and was returning 
this morning when you met her, from 
bringing us her wages; ~ poor thing ! 

““ Ideft Portsmouth} and came to my 
own parish for celief/ I was telling the 
barber, who sometimes comes in to chat 
with me, that if I4inew where Mr. Charles 
Reynolds was, I was sure lie would assist 
me if he Could. He said, he thought 
he had seen that"^name' in an old news¬ 
paper,^ which was" folded round some 
parcel a,t home. The next day he brought 
it, afid I read the marriage of the Rev. 
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iJtiarJIes Reynolds, rector of - -. I was 

afraid this could not be young mas¬ 
ter j however, I had a letter se%it to him, 
and I may, perhaps, have- an aflsvjer 
to-morrow/ 

“ I was anxious to learn,” continued 
the Colonel, “ how fortune and my 
young friend agreed; apd while I am 
delighted, with ’his letter, I cannot help 
reproaching myself for withdrawing ^rom 
him the meafis, when he so ain^ly pos¬ 
sessed the heart, to do good. . But I did 
not know how ajjriiablelie was, and I was 
a fool f®r not distinguilhing him :Qrom 
the rest. The letter ran thus: — 

“ My poor GordoQ, J have repeat¬ 
edly written to you at Portsmouth, but 
receiving no answer* I requested a friend 
to make.enquiries after you ^ but they 
were ineffectual,^— nothing could Be 
learnt of you.* I am very sorry to,hear 
of your misfortunes, and Shall try, to get 
you a cottage in my own parish, as #oon 
as you can be femoved. I* send you five 

E % 
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pounds for •present use ; it is all we have 
in the house, and I would not lose a 
post. You think wrong of my bene¬ 
factor ; it is'to him I owe every good I 
have. Pray write word hows you arc, 
and get good advice : you shall have 
another supply shortly. Believe me, your 
sincere friend, 

Charles Reynolds.’ ” 
Mr. Trevillyan had not the same toned 
dispos^ion with the Colonfel; indeed, in 
many,points, they were totally discor¬ 
dant : yet, thougli he did not enter into 
the spirit of the lettlr and circumstance, 
, •as the*^ veteran expepted, he could not 
help expressing his satisfaction at Mr, 
Reynolds’s conduct. 
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CHAP. VI. 

She ii my goods, my chattel*. 

Taming of the Shrew. 

iHotmiisions. '■— ^larrels. — Elopements. 

After a visit of nearly six weeks, the 
Deshurglis left Eldrin^on. ’Mrs. Tre- 
villyan was mpre pleased than she ex¬ 
pected .with the laidiesr Mrs. Desburgh, 
to be sure, w2S not the fondest m«-! 
ther; yet tHere was Nothing very ne¬ 
gligent either towards her child or her 
hlisbaud. Bdlh thd ladies were much ad-, 
mired jn the neighbourhood, and ap¬ 
peared *vell pleased yvith the style £hey 
lived in, and* the attention they received. 

At Bath, which was the Colonel’g fa¬ 
vorite place of residence, they ,found 
Sir John ancf Lady Neerdowel and Mfs. 

• E 3. 
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Langton,—-a conjunction that boded the 
Colonel no good ; but he determined to 
keep them- and his wife as much asundei 
as possible: and as he*bore no great good- 
wiir to Eliza, whom he consi^jered to 
be the link of unibvi between these par¬ 
ties, he gave her no invitation to stay 
with them; so she reluctantly returned 
to Mrs. Reynolds, although a country- 
residence, particularly in the family of a 
conscientious good clergyman, was by no 
means to her taste in the depth of wiqter; 
— but there was no alternative. 

The winter passed j — Mrs. Desburgh 
made*mcny morning visits to the Neer- 
dowels : she tried hard to’extend them 
to the evening j but a decided negative 
always followed these attempts. Towards 
*the spring, however, these visits were 
daijy repeated, and, gradually, the whole 
morning was devoted to them, to the 
total neglect of himself and his child. The 
ColoneRsignified his disapprobation ; but 
finding this had no weight, •'he issued his 
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commands, which he expected would be 
as sacred as those of the Medes and Per- 
s*ans, that she should break ftff that ac¬ 
quaintance. Mrs. l^esburgh declaaed she 
would do no such thing •, and, moreover, 
— slie would go there as often as she 
pleased, — she would be kept in leading- 
strings no longer. 

Opposition always nettled the Colonel, 
—he swore he would take her away: 
she ran up Stairs, and soon came down 
again, with her walking dress* on. The 
Colonel was fuyious; •— “ Madam,” said 
he, “ go at your ®periH.” and his voice 
mtimated that hlis^ resolution waS talcen., 
The lady hesitated,—|he dared not pro- 
voke him; yet she hated the degradation 
oP quietly submitting? Much did sbe^ 
wish for her sister Eliza to assist her in 
evading the tyranuQus mandatd; ’ijiit 
she wanted no auxiliary: her intriguing 
disposition was fertile enough in* expe¬ 
dients. She wrote to the party, to say she 
was not peifmkted to vMt them that 
, e*4 
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morning; but it should go hard iFshe did 
not find mean? to cheat the “ Old One,” 
and see them at night. 

The Colonel, and his family generally 
retired to bed at ten o’clock, and so it 
happened this night'.’ She had prepared 
her dress; and the moment she was loudly 
assured by his own mouth, or perhaps 
nose, and probably by th^ assistance of 
' both,‘that he'was sound asleep, she rose 
and put^t on; and by the cftiinivance of 
the nurse, who §lept in the next reom, 
put herself into a ciiair, which soon con¬ 
veyed her to her frfehds, who' had a 
Jiaarty faugh at her ^fngenuity. She 
stayed a coupl^* of hours, and then 
returned, and quietly took her place 
unobserved; con^atililating herself on 
the success of her scheme. 

Tiii^ went on fop some time, '^he ac¬ 
companied the party to the card-rooms, 
and wherever they could take her. 

The Colonel was a hale man, who 

4 

generally went 4o bed satisflfed with him- 
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self and those around him.- His* sense 
of hearing wa^ not very acute; and he 
slept soundly, nor awoke til! day-light. 
He contemplated the apparent obedignce 
of his \wife with great complacency, and 
begai} to consider how he should reward it. 
She cheerfully submitted to his hours,— 
indeed, often anticipated his wish, by 
herself pi'oposihg to retire. 

Such suavity of temper was beyond his 
expectation,’and it came homS* to his 
lienevolent heart. He ^jent to his attor¬ 
ney, ^nd desijpd hiih to draw out a 
rough copy of a codicil rfor him the next 
day, — giving her a large sum ot^er and, 
above her jointure ; and'^ie went to sleep 
that night in unusual good-humour. 

• * Sophy rose, and went out, as usual. 
Most uHfortunately, the boy, ^yho never 
before had knov^n an Jjiour of‘*seridus^I- 
ness, was suddenly seized with convulsions. 
The^ nurse called up the other servant, 
and instantly sent for medical advice; 
but the child grew wors^, and cried 
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lustily; and, for a wonder, the*Colonel 
awoke. Not finding his vdfe by his side, 
he hastily ?ose ; and, wrapped up in m 
old i&ilitary dressing-gown and slippers, 
he went to the nursery. The physician 
was there; and in the contemplation of 
his suffering infant, he for a moment for¬ 
got his wife. Soon, however, the child 
was rather more composed, .,and the 
doctor desired it might be immediately 
suckled. 

The Colonel -now turned to look for 
his wife. The nui^e trembled;—she was 
the accessary, and h'er character was at 
^ake. "She desired the servant to call 
her, for that she was down stairs. She 
had before told her where she was, and 
they had been anxiously watching for* 
her. But the Colonel seemed to have a 
new idea suddenly burst upon him; and 
he said he would go himself to seek her. 
His search, as* we know, was fruitless. 
He returned to the nursery, and ques- 
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tioiied the nurse so ably, tiiat she gave 
him all the information she possessed. 

, It was now past one o’clock rhe re¬ 
quested the raedicdl man Ayeuld stqy with 
the chilli till he returned; *and then, ar¬ 
rayed as we have deScribed him, with the 
only addition of a worsted night-cap, he 
gave himself to the night-air and the 
streets of Batin * He soon encountered 
the watch, who, fearing he was .some 
maniac broke loose from his ckeepers, 
stopt him, and asked a few. questions 
very civilly. Our fa’iourite (for we have 
labour^jd in vain* if“ we have not assisted 
him to the favdVir of our readers j ga^e 
such sane anSwers, that* he let him pass. 

He went to Sir John Neerdowel’s, which 
v^as brilliant^' lighted'up, and rapped at 
at the 4oor. The servants were carousing’ 
down ^airs, and, not expecting more 
company attthat hour, sent up a scrub 
of a boy to open it. The Colomd’bolted 
in,*r^ardless of the exclam|ititfn of the 
boy, who had yever befqre seen shell an 
l*6 
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object, and made his way up stairs to 
the room, where there was a numerous 
company, v. Upon his appearance, the 
ladies instantly began screaming, — and 
certainly they had never screamaf at any 
thing so very extraordinary;— the gen¬ 
tlemen set up a loud laugh ; and some, 
supposing it a person dressed out for fun 
and surprise, clapped their bands, and 
swore it was inimitably done!—got up to 
admiration! 

The Colonel regarded neither the 
scream, the laugh, or the encomium. 
His little sunken eye carefully skimmed 
r|^und the room, and observing his wife at 
the loo-table, close to Sir JohnNeerdowel, 
he instantly made up to her,—• the com¬ 
pany giving way to him, as if they feared 
the contact of an apparition. I^ost of 
the^' party' had risen at his entrance; 
but Sophy sat still, hoping .to be unob¬ 
served: 

“ Madaip,** said he, when he got near 
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her, and in a loud, firm voice, “ be pleased 
to walk this wfiy.” 

• She lookpd to Sir John foi» protection, 
evidently expecting he would dcfeudjier: 
but he bad no such intention, and slunk 
away, as if frightened out of his senses. 
Finding she relied upon a broken reed, 
and that the rest of the gentlemen filed 
off by the exagiple of their host, she rose, 
and reluctantly prepared fo fbllow him, 
to the extreme i musement of ♦he com¬ 
pany. When the Colonel reached the, 
dooi^ he stood till liis wife had passed, 
and then turned* round, and singling 
out Sir John, balled out, “ Despicabie, 
wretch! — y'ou shall hbar from me early 
enough to-morrow morning.” 

Sir John IVeerdtjwel’s virtues consisted 
chiefly in his fascinating manners, and 
his pe«sonal ^race, :^he ha^ alsb gyeat 
conversational powers. But for the organ 
of courage, as Dr. Spurzheinf * would 
say, he had only that share pf “it which 
dared to doavrpng. Of personal courage 
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he haa not a grain j—so he suffered poor 
Mrs. Desburgh to be led off' by her irri¬ 
tated spousi'. 

The, whole company had been exceed¬ 
ingly interested in the scene;.,and so 
silent, that not a woVd was lost; but as 
soon as the door w'as ‘shut after this 
happy couple, every one was anxious to 
give their opinion of it. • Most people, 
who knew h6r, liked Lady Neerdowel, 
and com^eraned Sir John for his devotion 
.to other women, and every one had their 
own conjectures. * . 

Meanwhile, Colonel arid Mrs. De.sburgh 
Had a'silent walk homewhen there, he 
took her to the bfed-side of Tier suffering 
infant, who lay pale and much changed 
since she left him : the physician still ifi , 
attendance. Such a scene he thought 
must’awake'ft her to repentance ;-»rand if 
it had done so, no doubt his^ benevolent 
indulgence would have been extended. 
He watdhed her countenance for some 
retiun of maternal tenderness,—in vain. 
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Rage, disappointment, and despai?, liad 
entire possession of her features. — 
« Unfeeling woman,” said fie, “ is il 
possible you can see youf child in this 
dreadful state with indifference ? — Oh, 
God! is it indeed true, that I have been 
all this time chetishing a creature who is 
devoid of the commonest virtue of the 

I • 

raeanest.reptile in existence ? Oh, direct 
me in this hour of trial!” 

The physician, judging by hi«*appear- 
anc^ and dress, had regarded him at first 
as some old doting fool, who was well 
requitad for m^i'ying ‘Such a girl; and 
was much disposed to view the Vhol^ 
incident as one from’which be could 
extract great amusement for himself, 

and a fund’ of entertainment for his 

• 

hypocbondriac patients : for we believe 
many medical gentle|nen are^awarej'^hat 
they do much mcye service to their 
patients by diverting their ide&s from 
their own complaints, than *by''any me- 
dicines they Administer! —hence the 
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eager desire of news, and the- greedi¬ 
ness of anecdote, often detected in our 
modern physician. But Di'. Bardsley 
was a- man of sense and discernment; 
and soon discovered, through al^diis agi¬ 
tation, his benevolence and his worth. 

They watched together an hour, when 
the poor child was quieted and soothed 
to sleep ; and having giveii proper direc¬ 
tions for his’'beihg fed, wisely judging 
the mofi^er was in no state’ to nui'se it, 
.and promising to see him early next day, 
he took his leave. 

When the Colonel dn‘d his wife were 
left alone, they regarded each other with 
equal dread: she had been trying to 
work herself up to a proper spirit, while 
he had watched over • the child. — 
A sad scene followed:—she tore off her 
fine tlb’thes ; and, to, do her just'te, no 
lady educated at Billingsgate could have 
been mo're liberal of abuse. 

The Cbloael was cool and determined : 
he retorted node of her ; but very 
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decidedly told her he should carr^ her 
to a small estate he had in North-Wales, 
wJiere the goats would teath her a 
lesson of kindness for her. offspritjg. — 
She declared, with great vfolence, that 
she would not go—^*no power on earth 
should make her.* He calmly answered, 
that she had better employ herself in 
packing Ijer clothes, than in ^ain opposi¬ 
tion ; for that they should sfet out, i£ he 
lived, the next evening. 

“ What!** said she furiously,.** do you 
think *I married such ati old miser as you, 
to be shut up in a Welsh castle ?—I have 
been immured Ibng enough, I 'prdmis^ 
you.” ' • 

“ Pray then, madam,” said the Colo¬ 
nel, “ what^fid yoti marry me for ?” 

“ Marry you for!—Why, for a carriage, 
balls, ramts, pl^s,—in shor^ to*st^nd 
between me^and th§ gaol-door. Could 
you ever suppose I would marry y6u for 
love ? You /” added she, as, shfe scorn¬ 
fully pointed*her finger at, him. 
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Any other man would have sworn at 
her; buther_vioIence absolutely alarmed 
him for her senses. 

“ And now,” said vhe fury, “ that I am 
about it, I’li tell you much more.” 

“ No, no,” said' the Colonel, inter¬ 
rupting her, “ I have heard enough.” 

“ But you shall hear it” said she, 
raised to the highest pitchof passion j “ I 
will have-what revenge is in my pow’er.” 

“ Olv,', hush Sophy, hush,—-for tlie love 
of Heavep, stop; — do not let me jqurse 
you : if you have no regard for me, for¬ 
get not your innpcent- 'child, noi; brand 
its mother with infamy,” said the poor 
old man, fearfu*!, and apjjrchensive ol' 
what was to com'6. 

“ Th^t child,” Said«the Wretch, with’a. 
'laugh, that made all those who heard it 
shudder, (^and the servants took*.care to 
be listeners,) “ that boy,-^th'at infant that 
you doat upon .with so much fondness, 
is -- none ^f your’s.” 

Colbnel Dethurgh gasped for breath; 
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and, for.sorae moments, he seemed as if 
stunned by a sudden fall — totally devoid 
of recollection; but he soon irecovered, 
and said, with painftil emotion, 

“ Yon^have now, Sophy, jfUt the fiiTish- 
ing stroke to all in terc’dtirse between us; — 
and possibly you? conduct will to-morrow 
rid you of a man, who married you from 
compassion;—-naj^, start not; I will be 
heard in my tum. — Your charectet was 
lost — gone 1 was the only idipt who 
wouliJ not believe the scands^ous tale. 
And had it not been to* me, you* would 
have h^en branded with that infamy 
which you have*now again drawn vpon 
yourself. —After I had offered myself to 
you, I closely watchdd your conduct;— 
.♦^IPere was mifch that I\lid not like; and 
had it not been for your extreme atten¬ 
tion to^rae, and your assurafftes re¬ 
gard— you?*, ap'prehensions, even when 
I hinted any thing like,breaking«Qff the 
match, I never had become ^yoar Hus¬ 
band. — You* si§ter marked the aitefation 
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in my conduct: — 1 consulted her about 
you, and she said so much in your be¬ 
half, that nI determined to persevere. -7- 
Yet she did not hide; at that time, that 
a strong rein was necessary; ai5|4 I have 
done all I could to keep you within 
bounds: — upon your own headj there¬ 
fore, be your transgressions. Yet, how¬ 
ever hardened, howei'er ‘ dissipated you 
may mow be, there surely will come a 
time when the compunctious visitation 
of nature will assail you: in those d.read- 
ful moments, be ,'t your consolation to 
remember, that I pity —and,’-’ added 
^he witb-great agitation, forgive you ;— 
and may the Almigfity ihake your re¬ 
pentance the price of your pardon.” 

The Colonel then ieft the lady to the • 
* benefit of her own reflections; but these 
noth<Nng‘'Very much to her satisfaction, 
she amused heiself in packing up her 
clothes*, deciding, at all events, that it 
was impQs^ble for her to stay longer at 
Bath,'* to be pointed at by evory passenger. 
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Her husband, meanwhile, settled all his 
affeirs, wrote a letter to Mr. Trevillyan, 
and another to Mr. Reynold!, and Mr. 
Fanshaw, and a challenge to Sir»John, 
desiringvhe would meet him at twelve 
o’clock, at a particular spot. 

After all the§e worldly affairs were 
settled, he sunk down upon his knees, 
besought the ' Almighty to pardon his 
sins, (there were few who had p’assed one 
third of his age with so many at’Sve vir¬ 
tues/* and so very few^ transgressions,) 
and fervently Jimplored forgiveness for 
his offending wife.'' Possibly he was now 
about to coramit'the only heinous o&enc» 
of his virtuous life; bu^he was a so;ldier, 
and the military code of honour differs 
' from the mpral ohe. Certain it is, he, 
now copsidered the event as a soldier, 
not as a divine j — an inevitable "TiflUse- 
quence of the occurKcnces of the preced¬ 
ing^ evening. 

He then went to an att6rney, and 
made some little alteration* of his will, in 
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favour of Charles Reynolds; and then 
called upon General Danvers, who had 
not yet ri^n. However, he went to R’s 
bed-s/de, and acquainted him with what 
had happened, and requested ke would 
be his second, and send the challaige to 
Sir John. The GenerarVose instantly:— 
he was much concerned that his friend 
should risk his life for^sudh a “Jade of a 
woofan but fhere was no help for it. 
He safii he would wait upon Sir John 
himself, and woiild meet him at the.place 
appointed, and send him a note in the 
mean time. 

1 Tfie "Colonel, fearing again to trust 
himself with his Wfe, lest she should dis¬ 
tract the resignation of his mind, in what 
might very possilily be the. last hours‘of- 
his existence, again went back, to the 
atttfifffey’s, todc sqme rpfreshmant, and 
stayed there till it was near the time for 
hivsefiing off. ‘He wondered he had no 
note from lihe General; but concluded he 
shotM meet Him at the liendezvous. 
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Thegrpund was unoccupied'. He waited 
an hour, perhaps the longest he had ever 
passed, pulled out his watch, aifd marked 
the minutes as they* went, and enr^>lled 
themselv^ with that measure of time 
which had gone by,’never again to be 
recalled. There’was something of awe 
rising in his mind, as he raised his eyes 
to Heaven, and thought how near he 
was to the end of his earthly race. 
He had full leisure to indulge tl»8 feel¬ 
ing. Jle sat down, s^nd^ insensibly the 
question of what right he had wan¬ 
tonly to, dispose *6f his .own, or of an¬ 
other’s life, rose* in judgment against. 
him ; and, fro^i this moiftent of deep re¬ 
flection he discarded*the military and 
vddpted the Irvine scode of honour. 

Yet, reader, we do not say that he was 
so perfeqt a convert, tjhat hadT*Sir 
Neerdowel jjiesented, himself and his 
pistols, at that moment, he wottld''*fesee 
hesitated to engage them j bAt Ihckily 
for his virtwe, it yas not p«t to the test. 



96 THK VETERAN J Oil, 

H4s* antagbnist came not, sent not, nor 
was there any appearance of General 
Danvers.i- 

i\fter waiting two full hours, our hero 
returned td town, and immedi£j,tely called 
upon that gentl'einan. Great was his 
surprise, to see him quietly playing at 
chess. He informed him that he had 
gone out even befoie his own breakfast 
tc deliver the thallenge j thaf, upon his 
enqumng for Sir John Neerdowel, he 
was informed that he had left Bath that 

t, 

morning suddenjy, — no doubt tp avoid 
the duel: — from ^trfce he had gone 
homeland sent aseryant with a note to him, 
which he was much surprised he had not 
received. The Colonel now for the first 
time recollected that he’ had left no di¬ 
rection where to find him; and that he 
the house of the aitomqy. 

After having bestowed* many honour- 
epithets, upon the magnanimous 
iSir Johv (never recollecting that he 
might be vjsited hy thfi same reflec- 
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Lioiii as Colonel Desburgh, aad possibly 
quitted the field upon conscientious mo¬ 
tives of dreading to take the life of an¬ 
other) they separated. 

The Colonel went home'to his Voy, 
and to settle affairs relAtive to the future 
establishment of his wife. Here, however, 
another shock awaited him : he observed 
the dismayed oouiitenadces of his ser¬ 
vants, and eagerly enquired for his child, 
— he was welj, — the physician had pro¬ 
nounced him out of danger. IJe asked 
no more, but proceedei^L up stairs, ^ the 
rooms were vadvEtje—h^s wife was not 
there. He opened her drawers, -r«- diey 
were empty; he thSn made no doubt she 
had eloped with Sir John*. 

^ \3potv enquity, Vve, found that a porter 
had been sent for her trunks, and that 
no message was left for him. H«f bora4be 
loss with gre'at composure; indeed, had 
be only regarded himself,, he tnustdkase. 
found it a relief ; but he was s||odted at 
her depravity. 

VOL. II. r., 
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He had iiad a night and a day of con¬ 
tinued agitation; and though a strong 
man, he vwas rather an aged Hercules. 
He therefore took an early supper, kissed 
hi^ child, alid went to sleep whh him in 
his arms. 

The next day the boy was quite re¬ 
covered, and returned his father’s caresses 
with crows of delight: be took his food 
readily.* nor seemed at all to pine after 
his uijpatural mother. , 

General Danvers called, and insisted 
upon'his dining .with him ; and in talk¬ 
ing over old campa^hs and youthful 
froKcfc the Colonel lost much of the re¬ 
collection of his presbnt evils. 

The second ‘day brought a letter from 
Mr. Trevillyan,‘expressing his regret<and 
sympathy, but excusing hjs personal at- 
:tei)danc^ which was impossible in the 
present situation of hisViife, whose unfpr- 
.^yiAite illness,,during the last time he left 
her, jhadl given him so much disafJpoint- 
meht and uneasiness. 

Mr. Fanshaw .did not write, and 
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the Colonel was beginning to think* him 
negligent, when he, accompanied by 
Charles Reynolds, burst into »his room. 
The latter exclaimed, “ Thank God, you 
are safe!” he was heartily glad to receive 
them, and welcomed them affectionately. 

After much consideration, it was set¬ 
tled that the Colonel should return with 
Mr. Reynolds. ,At first the good old man 
declined ftiis, thinking hia presence would 
be a reproach to Mrs. Reynolds,> but a 
most jiftectionate letter writtegi by her 
after her husband’s departure, assuring 
him th^t she dTeprfiCate^J the depravity 
of her sister, and earnestly requesting^ 
his presence wfth them, when herself and 
her dear Charles would hse every effort 
/n»their power for,his‘comfort the 

welfare of tLe dear child, detennined 
him to accept it. Tears o^ affection 
.«ame into th'e. eyes of the veteran at 
friendship he received,—for of gratitudfi. 
he allowed no one to talk to fiinr. Me 
paid off his Igdgings'and-servants, *and 

F ^ 
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accoitipaniM Mr. Reynolds into Glou¬ 
cestershire. 

MeanW^iile Mr. Fanshaw visited Lady 
Neerdowel, who was just about writing 
her father an account of lier .desertion, 
■which she had omitted doing before, us 
she hourly expected his return, for he 
had gone without her knowledge, and she 
did not suppose he meant to lea\ e her. 

In the coiftse of conversation, he 
learntrthat every letter she had written 
or received was subject to the inspection 
of Sir John ; that she was well convinced 
many had been SLfjjfTressed j lhat she 
had* been very uneaSy at not hearing 
from home; aifd had on^e taken an op¬ 
portunity of writing, during the absence 
of Sir John and Mrs: Langton. To this^ 
however, she received no answer; and 
frOTh tha't time she was never left alone, 
unless Argusson, Ijis valet,‘was in attend- 
• s ne e "', and she was generally obliged to 
make* orfe in all their evening parties, 
^and was frequently phvcked at their 
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(ovity of'conversation, and more parti¬ 
cularly so at that part of it> addressed to 
herself; which appeared by fio means 
unplcasing to Sir John, who laughed at 
her ignorance of the world, and assured 
lier there was nothing meant. On one 
occasion, she absolutely suspected that 
he connived at, and gave opportunities 
for, a grogs misSoniuct of a friend of his 
with her; and from this moment she de¬ 
termined firnlly lo refuse accompanying 
themt* 

Mrs. I.angton had left the house 
mediateiy after ^ii* John : at first she 
supposed they had gone off together;, 
but the lady had that morning paid her 
a visit, and accused him of having 
«w*ndled hei;* out • of *a large sum of 
money, and then told her of Mrs. Des- 
burgh’s ftlopemeflt — rv> doubt^ witlrtgr 
husband; for their attachment had been 
well known before her'marriage 
said she wondered she had ncJt se'en the 
glaring improprieties passing between 
1? 
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them. Lady Neerdowel added, th.'it the 
lady quite forgot her oxen conduct in this 
way;—that she told her that Sir John h?cl 
iha(?e" away yvith all her money; and that 
she was a beggar. “ Indeed, six,” added 
she, “ I have been fretting ever since. 
I had written many letters yesterday to 
Highgate; but I found they would so 
distress my dear parents, that I burnt 
them all. Your gobdness, sir, to my sister 
makes*me hojie you will n6t leave me in 
this dreadful st?te.” 

He promised lier he would not; and 
6ven offered, if sh^ could bo ready 
by the next morning, to accompany 
her to town, fler heart bounded with 
joy at the idea of again seeing her 
friends, from whom she had often wislled 
she had never been separated. 

' XI; an early hour the next day they 
set off for town, and Mr. Fanshaw, during 
TiT5^burney, entertained her with an ac¬ 
count of ihe scene between Mrs. Lang- 
ton and her'sister; and''she in return 
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amused him with the history of her Irish 
expedition. JVfrs. Langton did not go 
there with the Baronet and hirself. 

In Dublin, Lady Neerdowel was in¬ 
troduced* to Sir John’s brotlier, his three 
sisters, and his aunt,*all of whom paid 
her great atteniCion; but she observed 
there was no cordiality between them 
and her husband : and once Mr. Neer- 
dowel (the brother) had questioned her 
very closely \ipon the subject of .her set¬ 
tlement, of which slie was quite ignorant. 
They all appeared to «ompassionate her; 
but Sir John hot> feeling quite at his 
ease, they only ihade a short sta}A * ; 



104 


.THE VETERAN } OR, 


CHAP. VII. 

And swore, with his own single hand 
He’d take us in. 

Cxfnibekne. 

A Hoax. 

It was a beautiful day in June that out 
travellers arrived at liighgate, where the 
ifamily' had been apprised of their ap¬ 
proach byLadyNeerdowel’s letter. They 
had had many apprehensions upon her ac- 
, count; not that any lack of correspond¬ 
ence had alarmed them, for Sir John had 
wiatten often himpelf. . They Imd sent 
them frequent invitations to Highgate, 
amP ^were at this time meditating to 
surprise them with a visit, when Lady 
NeerdowePs letter arrived.' 
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They -received their child with open 
arms, and Mr., Fanshaw with many ex- 
pi'cssions of gratitude. 

Mr. Barlow had, ever smce his* first 
suspicions of Sir John’s integrity, bitterly 
deprecated his own folly, which had 
allowed him, foi^ the sake of what his 
wife termed a grand alliance, to consent 
to marry his datighier to a man of whom 
he knew so little, and so much less of 
bis circumstances : and, like many other 
people, glad to find otlmr shoulders to 
burtlien with bis own »rrors, he had not 
unfrequcntly upbraided l>er with forward¬ 
ing the match, from her foolish iove of. 

ostentation. 

* 

The poor woman f^t too much and 
tud severely/the tinhappiness of het 
child to need any aggravation j and this 
frame o# mind, ^nd tlje experience*sl 4 e 
had, led her to think jnore favourably of 
Mr. Lacket, who was now admited air- 
the house; and although it waS only 
upon honour, #hat he was .dothing more 
. F 5 
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than a mere visiting acquaintaijce, yei, 
insensibly, he became a constant guest, 
whenever the business of the office f.l- 
lowed of his absence. 

Mr. Barlow observed him 'narrowly, 
and he rose daily in his estimation ; and 
he acknowledged, in his own mind, that 
this marriage was likely to turn out 
much more hapnily than the other. 

Oiur friend, Mrs. Samuel Barlow, hap¬ 
pened to be a visitor at' Ilighgate at 
this time; and she was by no means 
sorry to renew her acquaintance with 
Mr. Fanshaw. 

t , 

Our*^travellers being somewhat fatigued 
with their journey, they retired early. 
Mr. Fanshaw, ere he went to rest, wrote 
his wife an account of all that happened. 

After breakfast next morning, he and 
Mr.'Barlow proceeded do business: tlie 
lattqr proposed) that he should, in bis 
"daughter’s nam'e, commence a suit against 
Sir , John; but when Lady Necrdowel 
•was consulted’, she coidd 'not be induced 
to consent to it;'slie said, “she had 



MATRIMONIAL FELICITIES. 107 ’ 

0 

loved him, and could never be brought 
to appear in court against him.” 

• Mr. Fanshaw honoured her- for her 
high notions of propriety, ^nd wondered 
how, irrthe school she had been educated, 
she should have imbibed so much deli¬ 
cacy. Lucky, indeed, it had been for 
these girls, that ^ Miss Fenning’s reign 
was so.short’ — during it, they gave 
themselves up to her guid’ance*, and 
copied her ’manners; but when her in- 
fluesce ceased, they returned to their- 
natural good ^princijfles, and propriety 
of conduct. 

Mr. Fanshaw ijow proposed tiie unio*/ 
of his youngest daughter with Mr. 
Lackel, and said, that he had the pro¬ 
mise of a, placS, with a pension of 
eight hundred a year for him, with cer¬ 
tain pAispect 'jf promotion.—.Mf. Bar- 
low wished to postpone it for a fp'* 
months longer, and so it was settled* '•" 
After having arranged all thesp sub¬ 
jects much to 4iis satisftection, Mr. Faji- 
F p 
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shaw went into the drawing-roorr., where 
he found Mrs; Samuel Barlow alone. Mr. 
Barlow went to town to fetch Mr. Lacket> 
to dine with his patron. . 

The lady of the liouse was ‘'closeted 
with her two daughters, hearing the ill- 
treatment her ladyship had received, 
and giving family anecdotes of what had 
occurred during her absence,;, all of 
which were interesting subjects to them. 
Mrs. Samuel, however, was not averse 
• from a tett-a-tete .with, Mr. Fanshavw. 

r * 

“ Well, sir,” sa’id she, “ what a sad 
match this has turnetl out! — only for 
<o think of it,—here is twenty thousantl 
good pounds thrown to the dogs. I 
always said what it would come to. 
,What pretensions had John, Barlow to • 
look for one of the nobility to marry his 
daughter? I always said, I hoped my 
*'Hhy would marry* gentleman, leave 
■atnije 'high folk i however, they cannot 
rob hgr of her title, that is one thing she 
h^s got for it p— and h&r Son, if it is a 
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son, will* be a Si?- too ; and they tell me, 
that even if she was to divorce him, it is 
lier’s all the same, — once a lady, always 
a lady. 

“ Noav, for‘a say so ; suppose she was 
to marry my son Ned,—and odder things 
have happened, —she would be Lady 
Ned Barlow. I declare I think it would 
sound vastly wftll. I am sure we ought 
to get something to make up our loss by 
that Sir Johrf.” 

Sluithen proceeded give'Mj. Fan- 
shaw the following histftry, which, thougli 
much more laugiiaiile in her own mode 
of telling it than ours, we fear our ele- 
gant readers would be tired of her Ian- 
guage, and disgusted with her mutilation . 
oftheii* own tongu^; but we beg to refer ■ 
them to our preface, and wiien they find 
how great, how/ich, bow powerful," this 
family is at the present moment,^ we 
trust to their goodness in forgiving themS,'^ 
that they ever moved in a lower sphere. 

She informedi him theft, that het 
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daughter. Miss Silky, being rather "puny 
like,” the apotliecaiy had ordered country 
air; and that, tlierefore, they had taken«a 
hous,^in the City-road, which was a very 
pleasant walk for the delectable Ned, 
who used to dine with them at five 
o’clock. 

One Saturday, they had just sat 
down to dinner, in Saturday’s proper 
costume; that is, in dishabille them¬ 
selves, and a table-cloth which mourned 
for so^p.' At the head of the taWe was 
a dish of bubblfe-and-squeak,—at the 
foot, a toad in the h61e. With this deli- 
• cions “repast, our frienids were regaling, 
while the music of Betty’s scrubbing-brush 
saluted their ears from the outside the 
room, when a thundering rap was heard 
at the street-door. Many were the con¬ 
jectures it occasioned. 

" Law!” says Ned, “ did ever any 
"Tjody see such a table-cloth! I declare 
it is,quite beastly ;—I wonder you should 
..have such things. 
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Never mind the table-cloth,” re¬ 
turned the mother, “ who would have 
a clean table-cloth on a Saturday, J 
wonder ?” 

“ Ai>d then, Betty,” says Ned, “ she 
is as black as if she had been up the 
chimney.” 

“ Dear me, Ned,” returned she, “ you 
are mighty nic’e all of a sudden, —you 
would never have remarked all this but 
for the knock ; but { wonder what Betty 
is about, that she don’t ^’o.” 

Just then, Betty tliTust in her greasy 
face, and said, ‘"La!* mistress, here’s 
Sir Marcus Soraerby, — such a fide man T 
and he says he’s come Vrom your newy. 
Sir John, and wants to speak with you 
»immediately,” 

“ Where the devil have you left the 
gentlerhan?” said.Ned. 

“ I left him at the door, to be sure.” 
answered the girl: bflt just the'n .she 
saw the gentleman close at her he§ls, — 
and in he wdnt# 
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Master Ned had advanced to meet 
him, and Mrs, Barlow was thinking what 
she should do to hide a very filthy apro% 
(for she had been assisting her only ser¬ 
vant, Betty, in the domestic .^irrange- 
ments of the house,) so she untied it, 
and dexterously contri\ed to let it slip 
down to her feet, and then gave it a 
kick under the table. 

Sir Marcus Somerby, as she was pleased 
to call him *, (in reality, -Major Seni- 
p!e Lisle,) was the most gejitleqianly 
man in the world :—he had been the 
.companion of princes [ Ifis manners were 
peculiarly graceful and easy '; and his 
pLiUsibility so grdat, that, unless prepared, 
it was next to impossibility to suspect 
him. 

Before such a man as this, our party 
fel^, themselves nothing but h:s cour¬ 
teous demeanour sgon -reconciled them 
4o themselves. 

* Tiie name he chose to assume was that of the 
leish baronet, Sir Hlarcus Somerville. This, as well 
as most other stories in this book, is true. 
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I ana, Madam,” said he, “ Sir Mar¬ 
cus Somerville — and he spoke it so 
quick that they understood him. Marquis. 

Mrs. Barlow was ransacking hei train 
to * know-* how* to call a Marquis, — 
whether it should be. My Lord, or Your 
Grace ; — but h5r apt son Ned spared 
her the trouble of much thinking: — 
he held out his ’hand, and said, “ he was 
very glad to see his Lordship’s Marqais.” 
She then took courage, and pointing to 
the table, said, “ Pray, ^ Sir Lord Mar¬ 
quis, won’t your (jrac* sit and peck a 
bit, — we have 'but^just •begun.” 

Sir Marcus fouftd it impossible to^help 
smiling; but was nev%r off his guard; 
— he said, “ he had' left his carriage 
«short distance off, not knowing the 
house ; that he was on his road to High- 
gate, to*dine -wi^Jih Mr, Barlow, and h^d 
taken the opportunity of calling, to say 
he had left Sir John and Lady Neer- 
dowell quite well; that he had dined 
with them th© day before Iac left Dublin; 
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and that he had the pleasure to tell them, 
that he had, brought ovqr two pieces of 
beautiful kuffs for Mrs. Samuel, and sonj.e- 
thing very pretty for Miss Suky.” 

Ine younig lady, forgetting ‘her defer¬ 
ence for the great Marquis, in her anti¬ 
cipation of his fine present, clapped her 
hands, and jumped for joy. 

Mrs. Barlow exclaimed, “ I am very 
glad she-hav th'ought of her poor aunt. — 
My niece. Sir Marquis, was'always a good 
and generoiis girl, and very fond.,o’ me, 
poor ’thing! — And so your Grace have 
brought me some gofvn&s !—arer they in 
youf lordship’s pocket‘? 

Sir Marcus, great as wis his self-com¬ 
mand, had never 'more difficulty to smo¬ 
ther a laugh. — Nc, madam,” says hc,- 
“they are not come to town yet, I expect 
them to-morrow; I never Jose time upon 
the road, but travel as last os fijtiir post- 
liuTses can carry me, and leave one of my 
servants to take care of my baggage. — 
I hope to send them toi-nvorrow evening. 



MATRIMONIAL FELICITIES. 11.> 

ji next iRorning. — Madam,* ’ said'he, 
with one of his most graceful bows, “ 1 
wish you good morning.” 

“ Sir Lord Marquis,” said Mrs.,Bar- 
low, “ I,sliould have taken ‘it very kind, 
if you had taken a moitthful with us.” 

“ Mother,” says Ned, “ the Marquis’s 
1 -ordship will, perhaps, take a snack with 
us when he brings your gownds.” 

“ Very true, Ned; of any day next 
week, if your Lordship’s Grace will just 
i ir; us^a bit of a line a dayortvjo before, 
liiat we may have things *n a little 6rder ; 
for our,Ned likSs tQ haye things a little 
genteel; and yow’ll find, that thovgh he* 
lias been breti up to Jhe oil trade, lie 
kno ws what’s what.—An’d now I’m think- 
of that, ff youi* loTdship’s custom is 
not engaged, we shall be very happy to 
serve with the best sperm as can be 
burnt, and we would not mind the trou¬ 
ble of sending all the way to your Injsjjre, 
to oblige your Grace ! 

Major Senjplp, alias Sjp Marcu^, in- 
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dulgfed a laugh, and said he 

should be very glad to employ them ; but 
he was in haste now, and would settle,it 
next time he had the pleasure of seeing 
them. 

He was now leaving the room, and 
putting his hand in - his pocket, ex¬ 
claimed with great apparent discom¬ 
posure, — “I have done • a very careless 
thing!—I was feeling for a trifle to give 
your servant; when I find,* to my great 
concern,. that I really have not half-a- 
crown' about me/, for in changing my 
travelling dress,, I left ^my purse in it, 
’and never thought of it' till this moment. 
It is too late to send to Berkley-square j 
for I shall be keeping Mr. Barlow’s din¬ 
ner ; and I would noit be so rude, upon, 
any account. — Could you be so good to 
lend me five pounds? I can’t possibly 
go without money j and I am perfectly 
unfeiown in this part of the world.” 

“ O dear yes, your Grace,” said Mrs* 
Samuel, “ to i^e sure wc.cap we have al- 
Vfays plenty of money.” — So she went 
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to a cupboard, and took fron» it a cfiina 
punch-bowl, where, under a large saucer 
turned the reverse way, there wdre a num¬ 
ber of bank-notes, all folded backwgirds, 
— whicl^^he held to the seif-createa Sir 
Marcus, and bid him help himself. He 
was surprised, and looked at her, and 
then at it; which Mrs. Barlow inter¬ 
preted as astonishn'ient, that they should 
have so much ; so she told hiin.“ not to 
be afraid, biMt to help himself, for she 
had plenty moreand, lifting up the 
paper, discovered tifty ’guineas Dnder- 
neath. 

Sir Marcus, with many profess'^As of- 
obligation, coftntefl out live of the notes, 
taking great care to show'what they were; 
,blit Mrs. Barhjw, ’lyith'the utmost sim¬ 
plicity, toid Iiim “ that he did not know 
how much he may want, and that he had 
better take '\other five pounds.” 

He looked at her agajn; and, if^sfie 
could have read his thoughts, she would, 
most likely, ljav,e seen—“^what an 'Egre¬ 
gious fool you are, to be so easily duped!*' 
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but he had the conscience to refuse more, 
shook her by the hand, and made his re¬ 
treat. But Mrs. Barlow happened to 
recollect, that Betty may as well have 
her present as not: so she hastened after 
him, and put teiT shillings into his hand, 
and hurried back to the parlour again; 
and Ned, tutored by the wink of his 
mother, followed herotherwise, no 
doubt, he would have tried to attend his 
“ Grace’s Lordship” to his carriage, and 
somewhpt incommoded him by his offi¬ 
cious* attention; 

As soon as he w^ gone, “ Lji!” said 
MrStaBarlow, “ what u fool I was! why, 
Suky, girl, yoE mignt have rode in his 
lordship’sgrace s carriage to your uncle’s; 
they would have beeuvexygladtosee you; 
— and who knows! perhaps you might 
have made a better matdi than jrour cou¬ 
sin, Lady Neerdowel, and taken piirce- 
detice of her,,-—you might have been 
Lady Marquis. — 1 wish you had gone, 
only that gax^nd was sq d^rty.” 
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“ Well, ixiother,” replied Suky, “jfind 
whose fault was it, pray, that I had it on ? 
you would not let me put o;% my blue 
one, ’cause you said it was Saturday; but, 
next tirae^ I’ll .put on what I like, t^at 1 
will!” 

“ Well,” says JSied, “ one may always 
know a lord; there’s something so noble 
in his very look,: w 4 iat a*600 shirt he had 
on!” 

“ Aye, aqd,” says Suky, “ did you 
see what a fine pocket-handkerchief he 
pulled out?—^none of yjofir cambrie mus¬ 
lin, like your’s,* Ned, but the rale thing 
itself;—if I was 31011, Ned, I’d have somei 
too ; it’s they»things that makes the gen¬ 
tleman.” 

•Ned observed, l;hat.the dress of his 
Marquisship *was very unlike that of his 
Oxford,cousin,—^it was not so dandy, or 
sparkish. 

Mrs. Samuel regretted.^ that it was then 
too’late to go to her neighbour, Mrs. 
Tret, in the ^ci^, to tell her of the^visi- 
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ter vbey harl had ; but she said she woulti 
go to her own church. Saint Dunstan’s, 
on the m<i rrow, and there she should meet 
all her neighbours, and make them stare 
by tbe recitai of her grand acquaintance. 
Accordingly, the,next day, she and her 
darling Suky, attended by Ned, dressed 
in a very different suit from that of the 
preceding day, sallied forth to church, 
where she met, many of her neighbours. 
One said, “ Dear me, Mrs. Barlow, I 
thought you had taken a house at the 
vest end of the town;” — Another said, 

I 

“ Who’d have thought- of seeing you 
herq!”—And another,, “ Why 1 thought 
you spent youi; Sundays # Highgate!” 
Mrs. Samuel was exceedingly civil to all; 
yet there was evidently a,, something,,of 
self-consequence about her, that her 
neighbours felt she assumed. 

' After church, it was the etiquette of 
the neighbours to visit each other: Mrs. 
Samuel went to her friend Mrs. Tret’s, 
the grocer} and when she saw the room 
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tolerably full, she spoke of her visiter. 
Sir Marquis Somerby j and every ear, was 
attentive ; — she then said, she had re¬ 
ceived by him, a present fro;n her nil'ce,' 
Lady Neetdowel, of Irisli stuffs and pop¬ 
lins ; and that she expected he would 
dine with her some day that week. — A 
marquis dine with t^ieir qcighbour Mrs. 
Samuel Barlow!! 

When she had excited as much astonish¬ 
ment as suited* her ambition, she left her 
neiglibours to talk it o^er and spread 
the news; little thinkihg that she was 
making "iicrself so itiany*enemies. She 
then returned home. 

Monday came; and l^ed, when he 
left them to go to the shop, desired his 
mother to bejiave Very handsomely to 
the footman, and give him a shilling for 
his troubib ; ajid to be oareful that Betty 
should look clean when she opened the 
door for that “ nothing itTade the house 
look so bad as a dirty servant.” 

Madam Baifiow, Suky,'™and Betty, 

VOL. II. G , 
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were therefore clean by times on the 
Monday morning j and the two former 
seated themselves at an open window, 
watching, a'with eager apxiety, every one 
that passed. — Whenever a livery servant 
appeared in view, he was certainly the 
footman of his Grace’s Lordship; — 
whenever a fine carriage came in sight, it 
was surely his_ Lordship’s Grace himself. 

Alas! neither Grace or carriage or 
servant stopped there; — and it was very 
provoking, btcmise Ned had selit a man 
from the shop, who ha,d sometimes acted 
as footman, to perf9rm the same office 
on this occasipn. 

Great was their disappointment;—but, 
no doubt, Tuesday would be the day j— 
possibly the baggage may not have ar¬ 
rived.— Tuesday passed, and no better 
success — Wednesday— Thursday; aye, 
all the week. Luckless Mrs. Barlow was 
seen at the window, with Miss. Suky, 
■vmtching every day, and all with the like 
success. Much did'she wish to go to 
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Highgate, to consult her brother John, 
but she feared to be absent w?ien the 
Mal'quis came. 

Ned had looked in the Court-Guide, 
for all the houses in E*erkeley Square; 
but no such name .as his appeared. At 
last, they held a consiritation ; and, as 
nobody seemed to kmow the name dis¬ 
tinctly, they called in Bet'y, wlw sqjd 
it was “ Sir Marcus Somebody.” 

“ Somebody?” said Mrs. Samuej j “ I 
Slope he lias a mine.” 

“ Sure as deathr” says Ned, “ I have 
Sieard of a grand gejitleman as belonged 
to the Prince : I» forget hi« name ; but 
they do say, he is the tinesL»raan of them 
'*11; .5-and he .goes ^ ab»ut swindling 
people out of flieir money.—I should 
not wonder, mother, if you had been 
finely taken in.'’ 

This greatly alarmed Mrs.. Samuel; 
who instantly put on her bonnet, and 
nway she tramped to Highgpte; and, 
meeting with Mr. Barlow, she told him 

G* 2 
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the story, and asked the residence of lii? 
lordsh&p. 

Mr. Barlow laughed so heartily, that 
itj, was so,we time ere he could speak; 
which irritated^, the lady, who told him, 
she thought it was no laughing matter. 
He appeased her as well as he could, and 
then told her he ,had seen no one from 
Lady Neerdowel, nor he^rd from her 
for some weeks; and that no marquis 
had ever been in his house. 

prfeat waSjher dismaytheive was five 
pounds ten shfilings lo^st,—gone; and no- 
ijiing to show for U! — And bfesides that, 
sTie had bragged neighbour Tret’s of 
the dresses and was frightened out of 
her wits, lest she should be found out; 
so she cautioned Ned not to mention it 
for that it was better “ to *bide by the 
loss, than have that apd the laughter 
too.” 

It was pity these .Jhings did,not ear¬ 
lier occur to Mrs. Samuel’s mindj it 
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'ii^as rather of the latest to adopt pru¬ 
dent measures now. 

The shopman, who was in waitin_g to 
open the door to his Grace’s Lordship, 
told the \yJiole story to Mr. Tret’s por¬ 
ter ; — he told it again* to his friends; 
and it soon came* to the ears of their 
employers. 

Mrs. Barlow was surprised one morn¬ 
ing, to receive a levee of her city 
neighbours; who, one and all, begged 
to see the fine things the marquis had 
brouglit from Lady Ne^rdowel. Mrs. 
Barlow' fidgetted* abqut, ijiade fifty ex¬ 
cuses; and, at last,* stammered out, 
they w'ere at hei'^dre^-makbr’s. 

Something now muTst'bc done to 
escape exposure : so Jthe hext day away 
went Suky, anA her mamma, to Grafton- 
house, — «nd there seeing a pretty mock^ 
tabby, they bought it,, and had it made 
up ibr church the next Sunday. Being 
ratlier* too early, she chatted with some 

i>f her acquaintance ; who jaxceedin^y 
G 8 
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auniired her beautiful dress, which tlicy 
took to be real; when, as ill luck would 
have it,’ the abominable Mrs. Tret, the 
grocer’s wife, came up in a dress, the 
exrct fellow of her’s, absolutely cut oT 
the same piece. - - Was ever any thing so 
provoking! 

At that moment, Mr. Tret joined them: 
“ Well, Mrs. Barlo'v,” said he, “ so I 
iind you have been tiuely taken in !” 

Poor Mrs. Samuel!—so many mortifi¬ 
cations at once were enough to overpower 
her; but she Took the most politic side 
of the question, and joined in tlie laugh 
against herself w'ith great good-temper ; 
and thus disarmed the malicious tri¬ 
umph of her n eighhours; — but the story 
will not be forgotten by them in haste. 
How it came to be knowrij was more than 
she could account for; but the sapient 
Ned soon detectfed the channel of inform¬ 
ation ; and poor Betty was called in, 
and a severe reprimand given her, fol¬ 
lowed up by a dissertation on the ab¬ 
surdity of bragging. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


sc meM»nc’er sit and wail their loss 
l cliccrly seek how to redness their harms. 

Henry Vi. 


OiU-’wittcd, 

All tliesfe circumstance., made tljem 
the more inveterate against Major Sem¬ 
ple ; and young Barlow swore, if ever he 
set eyes on him again, would match 
him, let his ingenuity be ever so great. 
He “ wondered haw his mother had been, 
so easily duped 4 ie “ thought at the 
time she was very liberal with her purse.” 
Ha “ would like to seo him attempt to 
^upe him.” 

A fortfiight afterwards, Ned went to 
Hanover Squhre, to try to get payment 
of a long-standing account and, just at 
the corner of George-street, he met the 
identical marquis walking alone. 

G 4 
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l?is courage mounted liiglii, he went 
up to him, and seizing him bj the sleeve, 
“ You rascal,” says he, “ where is the 
five pounds you swindled my mother 
out of ’tothef day ?” 

“ Really, sir, you have the advantage 
of me,” coolly answered Semple ; “ and 
as I suppose you must be ignorant whom 
you arc addressing 'in this style. I’ll 
trouble you to stand off' or I may teach 
you what it is to meddle with your supe¬ 
riors.” 

Ned was soirftSwhat intimidated by tlie 
lofty air the gentleman* assumed; yet, 
assured that he had the right bird in 
hand, he did not choose to let it go. — 
However, he released his hold ; and Ma¬ 
jor Semple then first pretended to re¬ 
collect him — “ Mr. BarloSv, I believe,” 
said he; “I protest, at first sight, I did 
not recollect you.’ I do confess, my dear 
sir, appearances are somewhat against 
me ; yet let me give you one caution — 
try to suit your manners as nearly as you 
xnn to those you deal with. I cannot 



MATRIftfONIAL FELICITIES. ]€9 

be displeaseft with you for your misiake 
just now; because, had it been more 
public, it could have done me n() injury : 

I am too well known in this part of the 
town, to l\ave rwy character doubted 5 but 
to yourself, it might be of great conse¬ 
quence. You aje a very promising 
young man ; and, I dare say, with a little 
introduction to, gditeel life, will make 
your way 'in the world v.ith great^uc- 
cess. But no\v to business: — my carriage 
broke down on the road to IBghgate. 

I was*very much hurf^'and conveyed 
home S(i ill, that yesterday was the first 
day I could move .out; so that ray bag’- 
gage was not wnpaiked :♦ but I have this 
morning written to yotfi’ good mother, 
and thankfully returnod her the five 
pounds ten sliillings she so kindly lent 
me, and^sent her her stuffs, and a parcel 
for yous sistef; I think, too, there was 
something for you, if your name is 
ICdWhrd.” 

“ Yes it is,” said Ned, eagerly. 

' * ** 

G 5 
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Then, my dear sir, I’should tliink 
my servant must be near your house by 
this tinVe : — no, I protest,” added he, 
looking to the north side of the square, 
“ the lazy rdscal is just no\vgoing; I really 
must turn the bile fellow away, — only 
look how deliberately he walks; if 1 
was not in haste to go another way. I’d 
make him go rr little faster.” 

“ Which is lie?” hastily enquired 
Ned. 

“ Don’t you see him ? — that with the 
whifee coat, fifced with scarlet ahd gold. 
You can easily overtake him, and satis¬ 
fy yourself that all is right.” 

“ That I will,” f/ays Ned, “ so don’t 
be angry, andcshakc hands.” This done, 
away went Ned, as fast as^he could scam¬ 
per, and soon overtook th'e servant, who 
fortunately had a large parcel in his 
^and. •' , 

“ Stay, mj good lad,” said he, “ be 
so good to let me see that parcel. . I 
am just come from his lordship’s marquis. 
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and he told' me to follow you, and see 
for a small parcel inclosed in that for 
one Edward Barlow.” 

“ Thank ye, friend,” said the servant'; 

“ but I am a "wee too far north, for -*hat: 

• • 

—I don’t belong to •no marquis; but 
perhaps to much Jiettcr people.” 

Ned then learnt, to his extreme morti¬ 
fication, that the footman belonged to a 
lady in Portland l^lacc, and ba d be en 
sent for a pqrcei from Old Bond-street, 

with which lie was returning. 

^ . 

Exc'eedingly provokeit, he now ran 
to the spot whore he had left the mar- 
qiiis; w ho, howe.ver, had taken to 1^ 
heels with us ivuch* alacrity as Ned had 
done, whilst thinking he pursued his 
present. 

Mr. FanshaV was very highly amused, 
and laujfhed immoderately at Mrs, Bar¬ 
low’s tale, luSiglitened, as it was, by her 

odd remarks. He told her, he trusted 

• • 

she never would forget that story. 

“ Why,” said the flattered kdy, “ Jfed, 

G 6 
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lie don’t like to hear of it} but I say, 
such a i;nan as that wQuld cheat the 
devil himself, leave alone Christian folk ; 
and - brother John did so enjoy it, when 
first ae hear^ it, that I was aVnost of¬ 
fended with him ; but he said, ‘ Don’t 
be angry, sister-o-mine, no one can pos¬ 
sibly hear you tell that story, without 
laughing; you make one of the best 
rtbi'r^o 1 ever‘heard;’ and he makes a 
point of always asking for it, whenever 
any strangers are here.” 

They were no'.? joined by the rest of 
the party, and Mr. Lackct, who v.as very 
to get an opportunity of expres¬ 
sing his gratifude to his benefactor; 
they retired for’a few minutes, when Mr. 
Fanshaw had the pleasure’ of surprising 
liim, by informing him that he was going 
to town the next day, when be hoped 
to get him the immediate possession of 
a Hiuch more lucrative situation than 
that he held at prese'nt; that he was 
hiehly istisfied with the accounts he had 

lO 
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received his steadiness, ability, and 
good conduct j, and, as a clinjax of all 
good, assured him, he could promise 
him a wife in a very few months. » Mr. 
Lacket’s* tharfks were given with the 
enthusiasm of a lover.* 

Mr. Fanshaw left him to breathe them 
to the walls, like the Oxford lectures; 

I# 

but, thinking h« would preler rather more 
sensitive auditors for so inuch oloqi^ne^, 
the young nxin went in quest of his love, 
and there a very melting conversation 
took place. — But as it Is now some years 
since &ve were’either actors or w itnesses 
of love scenes ;—»• although w'e beg easy 
be distinctly *und6ratootl, and implicitly 
believed, that time ‘/laS been, when we 
^ere nearly ^erseguted out of our lives, 
from the constant homage paid to our 
charm*,—we shall leave them to the fer- 
tile imaginations of our readers j and 
only inform them, that, ,upon the ap- 
• pearance of the turtle-doves at dinner, 
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they looked as happy, as if' all earthly 
good was before tliem. 

Mr. Fa\]shaw enquired after the Oxo¬ 
nian^ and learnt that he was now keeping 
termj.- Trutlv to say, the Jiero had been 
so shocked atthe<low birth, and disap¬ 
pointed at the intriguing spirit of his 
Dulcinea, with whom he considered him¬ 
self desperately in loie, that he lost his 
spirits, and ret irned to his academical 
chambers ; not to study Greek or He¬ 
brew — the laws of his country, or those 
of hisk Maker ; “ but to write sonnets, 
wherein the words fair •and frail, frail 
^id fair, were to be fq,und in every se¬ 
cond line. 

Wc were favoured with tiie sight of 

one of these chcfd’cenm'es •; but we will 

•« , 
not detain our readers while we seek 

it, as it is not immediately at lianjji. 

'After dinner, wiien Mr. v'anslviw en¬ 
tered the drawing-room, our friend, Mrs. 

- ft 

Samuel, sidled up to him, and contriving to 
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draw him sipart, began,—“ Mr.^’atishaw, 
sir, I want to ask you a question, which, I 
dare say, you arc clever enough to answer 
me. It is about a word which a ^ip-top 
gentlem^in, who talks vastly well, rjsed at 
our house ; — but I must tell you how it 
happened. My son, Ned, invites this 
clever man to drink tea with us, and 
play at quacjrillb; so, of course, I 
ordered* my best china, and. my sil ver 
tea-pot; an^l when it was all put on the 
table, and I was making tea, _ he comes 
up, hnd says, ‘ Dear^file, Mrs. Barlow!' 
what,^ a elegant^ tea hypparatus you 
have got!’ — 1 thought I had not heard 
clear; so I ««id, ‘sir?’*and he repeated 
it. 1 did not like t» appear ignorant of 
what the word meant ^ so I made a sim¬ 
per, and saiH ‘ hem.’ — Well, this passed,* 
and tUe card-table was placed, and when 
the things Was all ready, he says again ; 

‘ Why, Mrs. Barlow, whaj; a pretty qua- 
. dillle hypparatus you’ve got!’ — At first 
1 thought it might be a .new nanie for 
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an urn] btit, then, we ha^ no urn 'at 
cards, yoi^’' know. AVell, as soon as lie 
w'as gone, Suky and me wc falls to the 
(fklcsvarij ,—wc looked HIP and HYP 
all thVough ; ‘ but it is not an,.English 
dicksnary word. P asked a lady to lend 
me Johnson, but it ain’t there. Ned 
could have told me, I dare say, if he un¬ 
derstood Latin;’but, poor fellow ! he 
. d.onlt-f—it was no use teaching'him that 
stuffj you know, Mr. Fanshaw.” 

Mr. Fanshaw found great entertain¬ 
ment ‘in Mrs. Satjiuel Barlow’s stories; 
for, although plentifully vulgai; yet 
ttere was nothing odensivein them ; and 
they abounded 'jvith 'so naich genuine 
humour and d\’ollery, that he, who 
dearly loved a lairgh, enjoyed them e?.^- 
ceedingly. He therefore begged a dic¬ 
tionary, and very good-humeuredly 
showed her the proper worii; and she 
requested that he would not mention 
her mistake, as “ Mrs. Barlow there ^as 
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apt enough to think she was Iier/nferior 
in education.” , 

,,Just as they had settled this-pointy 
they were joined by Mr. Barlow.—“What 
now, M'js. Sarrluel,” said be, “yell are 
telling Mr. Fansliaw sofiie of your stories j 
but I I'orgot to ask you, after dinner, for 
vour best one, about his Grace the 

•' A 

Marquis.” 

Mr. Fanshaw said he should daijgktjat,.. 
it again, when he told it to his wife; 
though he despaired of doinar it half 
the justice that she had, 

MrSttSamuel Vas jelate,d to the highest 
pitch of ecstacy, 'the utmost pinnacle, of 
liappiness, by Mr. FaVishaw’s praise. 
Turning to her brother-?h-]aw, “ John,” 
,sitid she, “ ybu shpuld' not call that my 
best story, ^till you’ve heard one I’ve 
yet to t?ell you.” 

“ What, another!’’ said John, rubbing 
his hands, and chuckliqg with great 
satrsfaction, “ piTiy let us have it.” 

“ Not now,” said Mrs. John Bai^low, 
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who then joined them, “ 7 want a 
rubber if whist, and I hope Mr. Fau- 
shaw willVwalie one.” 

Mrs. John Barlow’s will was law iii 
these things;,her husband^quietly walked 
to the card'table,, and was followed by 
our hero. 

The next morning early he took leave 
of the family, af^er the two young ladies 
had made opportunities for e.xpressing 
tfieTf obligation to him for his kindness ; 

r 

and the old people parted from him 
with great cordiality, giving many a 
hospitable invitation to Jbring his wife 
there. When he took leave of Mrs. 
.Samuel, he told her ^lot to foiget that 
she was a story,in his debt, which she 
promised he should have when next thqy 
met. 

He then, according to invitation, w^ent 
to^Mrs. Mordant’s, and ther« was intro- 
duced to Henry Foi'tescue, who gladly 
became acquainted with^ the husband of 
his fv'vourite play-fellow, Fanny Delaval. 
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Mr. Fan.'linw found hinisolfs^exceed- 
ingly pleased with this intcrcstjiftg young 
man, that, although his wife expected 
very shortly to be confined, and thefe- 
ibre would 'vot be able to enjpy his 
society, he invited Jiim to accompany 
him back. 

Henry, who was heartily tired of him¬ 
self, and of London, assented; and his 
friends were very glad of any thing which 
afforded a change of scene to his de'pres's- 
ed spirits. His health had very slowly 
ameiflded, but there w«re so mucJi lassi-- 
tude and inevtion about him, that he 
felt a clog to hijnself, and, he feared, to 
others. 

His father and hjs sisters were most 
anxious to .do any Ijiiing which could 
amuse or engage Iiis mind ; yet, though* 
they succeeded for a day or two, he con¬ 
stantly rcHpsed, and sometimes passed 
many hours in the same position, without 
, sjnsaking. 
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Mr. \‘^anshaw roused him early the 
next day'i^ and they set off for Darling¬ 
ton. AVhen they arrived there, he was 
greeted with smiles of cordial pleasure 
by his‘domestics, who one cvhd all assem¬ 
bled to meet him. He w'as rather surprised 
at it, and passed on to the usual sitting 
room ; but not finding the object of his 
affectionate search there,. he asked for 
their mistress, and at that mon'ient her 
mother made her appearance ; and after 
assuring him that his wife was well, and 
warmly welcomin’^, Henry Fortescue',’ she 
desired Mr. Fanshaw to fcrllow her ; for 
th oug h her daughter wf.s well, yet, in 
her situation, she^would' feeJ it awkward 


to go up and down stairs. 

Mr. Fanshaw willingly admitted the' 
'excuse, and hastily preceded Mrs. 
Delaval up stairs: he went to the bou¬ 
doir, — she was not there ; —■' a thought 
struck him, — he eagerly opened the bed¬ 
room door, and there he. was welcomed 
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by his boy with a loud and U^arty cry. 
Ne\-er Avas lyian more happy than Mr. 

, Fanshaw at this moment—■ never ,did 
man more deserve to be so. 

His.w’ife vvas not displeased to save 
him the anxiety of h(^r illness ; and there¬ 
fore, tiiongh «he wrote to him long 
after the first syijiptoras of her approach, 
ing confinen:«nt, she never mentioned 
it, and’was amply recdmpen 3 ed.-fe«s^hsv * 
forbearance in the delighted thankfulness 
he expressed. 

After having stayed with her 'as long 
as the wise 'ones judged prudent, he 
shut himself ii*p in his own favourite 
room ; wo did not enquire what he did 
there; but, 

“ By the pattern of cur own thoughts we cut out the 
purity ot his.” 

He ^len wrote to his friends, and par¬ 
ticularly ^o Mrs. Trevillyan, to remind 
her of her promise of standing to his 
ffrst-born. 
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When\tbat lady sliowed the letter to 
her husba'od, whether he was offended 
at not being solicited to stand sponsoi 
likewise, or wl^ether he envied Fanshaw’s 
happiness, we kuow^ not j but it is certain 
bis answer was not the softest in the 
world. 

“ This,” said be, “ might have been 
my own case, if you had chosen to take 
^fT'ol: yourself, or if you had had any 
interest in my wishes ; but really, even 
mow I should not. wondeiP if disappoint¬ 
ment was again to be my fate.” 

“ Can you for ari instant suppose, 
sir7' said his wifb, “ that it W'as my wish 
to provoke that illness?” 

“ What else can I suppos^” returned 
• he, “ when I sec you' every day doing 
the most improper things? Were you 
nob this morning in the green-house for 
an hour, placing the plants; and would 
any one but yourself be so foolish ?” 

“ Probably not,” said she, with a 
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sigh, “ but I only moved one v^y small 
plant, which a <Miiid might have carried.” 

• Mr. Trevillyan was determined, hov?- 
ever, that she^houkl be in wrong, and 
she forbore contention,. He had plagued 
her so constantly, by insisting she should 
eat, when she had no appetite; and ab¬ 
stain from food, A^ien she most desired 
and wantpd itthat she, should sit still 
when she wished to use exercise, ancl clrive 
or walk out when she wished to sit still; 
that her life wal^h contiaual misery, and 
her health was influenced by the depres¬ 
sion ol' her spirits? Yfet, far from sup¬ 
posing his excessive attention could be 
displeasing, he thought, the impatience 
it was impossible for hi,s wife to suppress, 

' was all peevishness and ill-humour. 

However, he accepted the invitation to 
Darlington ;»and Mrs. Trevillyan was pfe- 
sented with the family-jewels, and de¬ 
sired to procure^ the handsomest dresses 
to appear in. These were things# she 
little cared for i-however, they were had. 
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and hW took care to have every thing 
under ivs eye well appointed. His ser¬ 
vants had all new liveries, and his equi¬ 
page looked^vcry gay. 

Ine time arrived, and they, were re¬ 
ceived by the Fanshaws with great cor¬ 
diality ; but Mrs. Fanshaw was distressed 
to observe the alteration in her friend. 
They had been from early childhood, 
-the deafn of Mr. Delaval, in habits 
of the greatest intimacy, went to the same 
school, 

Rose at the instant, learned, plaved, cat together; 

And wheresoe’er they we: t, like Juno’s swa.is, 

. Still they were coupled and *-ogcthcr. 

She had heard the whole progress of 
Henry Fortescue^s attachment: indeed, 
she had seen it, “ e’en from his boyish 
daysand Henry had himself told her 
Oif his visit to Eldrington, and t.ie effect 
it had upon Clara. ,He only left them the 
day previous,,to that appointed for her 
arrival, and Mr. Fanshaw was quite 
pleased to think that he seemed much 



aViATlUMSNlAI. FELICITIES. 14-5 

more cheerful than he did upon l,^s first 
appearance. He frequently haiV sat for 
hours in the invalid’s room, talking over- 
his favourite subject, Clara, and we 
morning gave her the following acc5unt 
of his shipwTeck. 

Wlicn he was torn away from every 
prospect of happines^, which Providence 
had so amply provided for him, he saw 
his native 'land diminish from las -vienv 
with an achijg heart; but with the buoy¬ 
ancy of youthful l^j>pe, he cheered himself 
with th.5 promise of a spee3y return to his 
betrotliQ^ wife ilnd iifteetionate friends, 
never again to be aeparated from them ; 
and the fine climatehnd lifSuriant shores 
of the Mediterranean amifted his pencil 
and his fancy,* until, the* ship safely ar¬ 
rived at Malta." 

He took with him introductions to the^ 
})rin(:ipal.famil’ies, amqffgst the rest to a 
Mr. Henderson, who'with his wife liad 
long been stationary there; and their two 
daughters (who^ had been sept home for 

VOL. ir. * li 
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educak’on ^nd for health) had armed 
fifteen iqionths before him. 

Miss Henderson was a \ eiy elegant, 
pleasing girl j and upon the first introduc¬ 
tion, Henrj Portescue could ^ not help 
fancying, that he could trace a strong 
resemblance between her and his own 
Clara Mordant, altjiough she was three 
or four years iier senio/: yet upon exa¬ 
mining the i'eatures more closely, he 
found Miss Henderson’s eyes were dark, 
full of intelligence and animation, her 
ardent soul seemed to shine in her fine 
countenance, yhere every thought might 
be read, and where “every emotion was 
pourtrayed: those of his affianced were 
more soft, more retiring, and in his 
opinion even more handsome; still there 
was a likeness, and that was enough to 
interest him. 

For some tioie, however, Iro' had so 
much business to transact, and his ardour 
to get through it was so great, that he had 
little time,, to attend to the ladies j but 


II 
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when that was en trarriy he aHowpd him¬ 
self* the I'ccreation of* society, k*hree or 
fgur timesheliad been at Mr.Henderson’s, 
and as often he went away, charmei^ to 
find tliat.she sefitiinents of the two Ikdies 
were even more similar than their per¬ 
sons'; still he had-the gratification of see¬ 
ing that Clara ro()e upon every com¬ 
parison. 

One day when Henry had dined4l>ere, 
and was looking over some music to find 
a particular song, which he had often 
sung with Miss Mordant, what was his 
surprise to find it* in manuscript, the 
words of which i^^ere written in Clara’s 
own hand! It*is true it*was in the un¬ 
formed hand of a school-girl, but the 
traces were too well known, and too in- 
finitely dea'^* to him, to mistake them. 
“ Pray fell mf,”said he, very impatiently, 
“ how tame you by Clara Mordant’s 
writing. This song,” added, he, with visi¬ 
ble emotion, “ is‘of her copying.” 

” You havp a good rejoollection of 

/h2 
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writing-, truly,” said Miss Hendcrsoi>, 
“ coiisitJeriiiff that this lias been wi itteu 
these six years. Miss Monlaut and 1 
were school del lows until lun fatlier 
died, and then siie was iaktn liunie and 
had private masters. I never saw her 
afterwards; but both she and Miss i>e- 
laval were very sweet girls. I lieard ol 
the marriage oi the chk-st iVIiss Delavai 
longbel'ore 1 ifeftEngland; aiui somebody 
was telling me a very disa.str<>i(s tale et’ 
her husband’s running away-, and leaving 
herandtw'o children,—pray tell me of it. 
And now that we.can'talk ol'subjects 
equally,—no, not quite equaiiy% I be¬ 
lieve,” said slfe, archlyginteresting to 
both, pray tell me of these things. Put 
down the music; an,d we ’will go aiuP'sk 
in the shade.” 

, Henry followed, nothing loath ; it was 
his “ dearest theme.” She needed no 
very great exertion or penetration to 
make herself mistress‘of what he had no 
wish to cageeal; he was then engaged, 
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— she was to think of liim as a Viarried 
man, — s!(c det.f'rmined it shouid be no 
more: and iioin t ins time there .appeared 
to subsist a buiul of friendsi^iip between 
them, which a*as equally agreeabTe to 
both. 

When tlu- e heats allowed of 

exercise, lie 'vas thi> constant companion 
of tlie yonno lalbes, and the subject of 
their contxisatioo was generally that 
noaresi to his heart. He made Miss 
Heudei«uu tvoeil all the trifling anec- 
dotes o(‘their school daysj and this, whicli 
would Ife the most urtinteresting of all dull 
things to a rational ^creature, was a deli- 
ious treat to a lover j — for, for a lover 
to be rational upon the subject of his 
Miistrcss, is no,t in the scale of possibility. 

Mrs. Henfierson’s eyes were dreadfully 
.iflected ?)y thy ophthalmia, a disease very 
prevaJeut tis.'ie; but it attacked her with 
such, invet racy, as to threaten, unless 
iiftraediately sent home, the total los^of 
sight. T‘ impossible -h<ei\ husband 
, H 3 
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could .eave his advantageous situation, 
as he hdid no other means of supporting 
and providing for his family. At fir?*^, 
the idea of separating herself from him 
had deterred her from ihinkiV.g of re¬ 
turning to England; but her extreme 
suffering, and the dreadful idea of blind¬ 
ness, determined hex, and it was settled 
that she and her two daughters should re¬ 
turn home under the auspices of Henry 
Fortescue. 

He had arranged all his business, and 
sent home such documents as secured the 
future fulfilment of the engagements 
he had contracted; but he himself w^as 
obliged to wait for the signature of a 
gentleman from Sicily, who promised to 
be-with him in time for the sailing of tfie 
last ship of the fleet. He kej t him in sus¬ 
pense to the latest momentj^and then ar¬ 
rived. The captain'was anxious to sail in¬ 
stantly, in order to get up to the convoy. 

Henry’s baggage was xdl on board; 
he had never seen the vessel nearer 
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than from shore; but he hedrd it was a 
crazy old ship. For himself he would have 
ventured in an egg-shell, if he could 
have crammed himself inty it, and have 
expected* mas'ter Cupid would have 
wafted so faithful a votary safe to his 
affianced bride; but for Mrs. Henderson 
he thought otherwise, and he represented 
to her the posable dangers of the voy¬ 
age. She was not, however, detdri’etT^ the 
certain blindness that awaited her, if she 
remaiped where she was, made her re¬ 
solve to risk an uncertain evil: yet she 
tried €very effort tt) dissuade her daugh¬ 
ters from accompanying her, but in vain. 
She Avas so lielpless from her infirmity, 
that she could do nothing for herself, 
• and it was iyipossMjle to allow her to go 
with only k female attendant, who would 
never pay »er those watchful and affec¬ 
tionate attentions she was used to re¬ 
ceive from their hands. 

Mr. Henderson knew not wh^jb to 
advise; he pearly loved “his wife and 

H 4 
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children, and the poor sufferer was so 
anxious to go, that he icared to object, 
lest fretting might confirm her malady-, 
Tlitrc was n^ow no time lor deliberation, 
the vessel was to sail in two hdnrs; and 
they decided for the voyage. Every pos¬ 
sible plan had been 'devised for their 
comfort and accommodation. 

Hithei to the bustle of'prcparation had 
kept up their spirits j but when the mo¬ 
ment of separation came, and they were 
to leave the excellent husband and 
father, they felt severely. The parting- 
had something of awe and solemnity in 
it, which was felt by all; and as he 
pressed each of them to his bosom, their 
tears flowed profusely, while he affeet- 
ingly bestowed upon them his blessing. • 
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CHAP. IX. 

A brave vessel. 

Who had, no doubt, tome noble creatures in her. 
Dash’d all to pieces. 

Tempest m 


ShqjwrecJc. 


Fhey embarked, and mediately set 
sail; their spirits^ revived, and they had a 
pleasant voyage to^CTibraltar. They had 

so much amusement with them, that the 

• • 

young ladies considered the voyage siiort. 

Here, however, they were obliged to 
\Vait for con’ioy, \!Efhicli delayed them 
considerably*; and from this delay ail 
their succeeding distress arose. A dread* 
ful storm separated them at the entrance 
of tlie Channel; a sudden north-east wind 
split their sails, as if they had beenmadaof 
paper; and betjveen this wind'on one side. 



154 


THE VETEKAN } OR, 


and tlie soiith-west surges on the other, 
the vessel was so violently tossed, that 

the mariners would not stir IVom the sides 

«• 

for fear of'bc^ng washetl over. Nothing 
coukr he more appalling tliamjthe con¬ 
tinued noise ol' tile clemenls, the burst¬ 
ing of the tackle, asd the cracking 
-i' the ship. She sooni lost her top-gal- 
lant-mus^and sliortlvafter, her main-mast 
wenfbytlieboardwitha tremendous crash, 
the dead-lights were hxed in, and all was 

horror. She sprung a leak, and al! 
hands were ordered to the pumps; but 
in vain, the water arose* in spitoi. of all 
their eftbrts,—the nigln closed, it was one 
of great terror,'—the wiml was fearfully 
high,—the sea feiripestuous,—surge after 
surge breaking over, tlie' \ essci, eaL^h. 
tirreatening instant destructi:)n. It be¬ 
came generally ilark, sa\ c i^/w a«d then 
W'hen a faint gleam of moonlight lioin 
behind a black and quickly j)assing 
cloud, only served lo‘ make the scene 
more visibly, terrific. 
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Mi' 8. Henderson severely blamed her¬ 
self for wlial slie called her own selfish¬ 
ness, in riskiiii^ the lives of her children 
for an uncertaia personal^, bene , In 
vain did'thes’f? adectionate children try 
to soothe Ijcr with hopes, which they 
themselves befeved fallacious. Miimte- 
guns were fired, Ixit the wind was 
right in their teeth, and there ,.as little 
chance of cheir being heard, ancLIoss of 
the probability of assistance. 

Morning rose, but without any abate¬ 
ment of the storm. Henry Fortescue, who 
had cliserfully lakei his turn withtheincn 
at the pumps, aoW joined the ladies. He 
found the da^sgliters u^on their knees, 
bathing their mother’s hlinds with their 
.tears, while she fervjintly called down bless- 
ings upon |hem ; they clung together 
snpporJ, it was with great difficulty 
they saved their almost blind parent 
from being dashed from side to side of 
their little cabin. The young ladies 
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turned theii' imploring eyes to him, as it’ 
it was in his power to savf! them ; — but 
the worst apprehensions pervaded every 
bosotn, and i^othing but despair was to 
be see'll in his countenance.*— The water 
rose so fast as to'baftle all attempts to 
keep it under, — spirits w'ere dealt out 
without reserve, in «rder to cheer the 
men \i.,]t it was e\ idem, the sliiji could 
not QutJive tlie approaching ni’ght. Yet 
Henry endeavoured to comfort the little 
group, who, far fi'om acting as many 
of their weaker sex w'ould have done in 
similar situations, pi/ipai'ed theimelves 
to meet that fate width seemed inevit¬ 
able, with fortitilde anti resignation. 

“ It is in vifin, my dear children,” 
said Mrs. HenderSon,tha*t we attempt, 
tp^l^eceive ourselves,—our last hour is at 
h^d: and may the great Cj/kI df Hea¬ 
ven receive and bless us! For myself, I 
have been blessed in this world by a 
tolerably long life,—a kind husband, anti> 
affectionate children: all that now re- 
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mains to me, even should I live, is 
probable blindness and suftering. But 
for you, my dear children, who have 
every blessing to look fbrw|rd to^^r-to be 
sacrifice*! at *st) early an age ! —can 
never forgive myself for it: and when I 
think of your poor father, and his suffer¬ 
ings, my heart ble»ds for him.” 

She stretchei! out her arras t' embrace 
her daughters, as she saicl, “‘I^lVarge 
you, if it is in the mercy of Providence 
to spare eitlier of you, to implore him 
not to blame my memory for the loss of 
the otiier.” 

For a moment Henry Fortcscue forgot 
the horror of the storm In the aflecting 
scene he contemplated f — but at that 
,instant a tremendcyis drash overpowered 
them, and \ great body of w ater delu*’''':! 
their Cabin, Henry caught hold pf 
Miss Henderson, but she shook him 
off, begging him to go to lier mother, 
while she assisted her sister Amelia. Mrs. 
Henderson refused to stir j ?— it was no 
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time foi* ceremony, Henry took her in 
his arms, and, with exttemc dilRculty, 
bore iier upon deck ; and having placed 
her jn comparative safety, he learnt that 
a flasli' of lightning, wliich tliey biid seen 
below, had struck 'die ship, and that one 
of the boys who lay .skulking in the 
forecastle, had been „absolutely thrown 
upon LuCi^jiains at the other end of the 
vessc,l i, but s'c; imminent was the danger 
of the time, that not a soul dared to 
venture after him. Henry darted for¬ 
ward, and was twice thrown back ; but 
the third attemjit hq, succeeded w get¬ 
ting hold of the poor lad, who was just re¬ 
covering his senses: he’got him upon deck, 
— but he had rro sooner seen him there, 
than a most appalling spectacle scent-, 
ed, for an instant, to benumb his senses, 
a^ well as those of all w'h^’ saw*it, — a 
frightful surge, which it was impossible to 
escape, and which was twice tlie height of 
the ship, came rolling'majestically but 
steadily for\vard, the inevitable messen- 
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ger of death! — all eyed it in fearful 
dread, lest they themselves were regis¬ 
tered in its mission. 

At that n'oment, Miss ^^\me]i^_, Hen¬ 
derson hnd jirst reached tue d^k. — 
llcgardlcss of danger Itimsclf Henry flew 
to her assistance,.- he tried to catch hold 
other;—at the instant he did so,—they 
were both washed off by the hyge body 
of water, \vhich carried away every tiling 
from that part of the vessel. He 
contrived to keep liimself up by the 
assistance of a poultry coop, which float¬ 
ed, aKd then §otJ[iold.of a rope fro.m 
some of the broken rigging, and by the 
help of tliat,* and* taking advantage of 
the next swell, he got Once more upon 
deck. 

His fiiSt thought was lor Aine’’'' 
Alas ! ‘there were no ropes for her, —a 
piercing shriek, which jienetrated even 
through the noise of the elements, now 
•struck his ear;—but it was not until 

the next surge lifted them to alarming 

# 



160 


THE veteran; or. 


eminence, \]iat he saw her light form 
struggling and buffeting the waves.— 
Alas! tlie contest was momentary, — 
she*si'nk to rise no more. 

If blindness could ever be a bk'ssing, it 
was such atthismoiiient,—the mother was 
spared the distracting sight. Few, indeed, 
gritnessed it, — for each was so engrossed 
by seei\«ifr means of siilf-preservation, 
that-few thought of any other;—but 
there were many who shared her fate. 

What became of Miss Henderson? 
Henry, as soon as he could recover this 
horror, went to seek her ; — she had 
nearly got upon deck' after her sister, 
when the saine"surge which so cruelly 
performed its nfission there, struck her 
down, and she lay sooae time senseless', 
ilfit^soon as he assisted her, he tried to 
dissuade her from going again uporii deck; 
— but her mother and sister were^there, 
she said, “ and thank God,” added she, 
with fervour, “ that they were; they' 
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could not have borne the violence of 
the blow I had.” 

. Henry shuddered as she spoke; yet 
lie had not the courage tc\ prepj^;e»her 
for what»*she rhust soon discover.'* But 
her fortitude was calle*d even to greater 
trials than this ; •— when he had, with 
great difficulty, tak*en her to her mother, 
who sat the iinag*e of resignation v ciinging 
to a small Iron rail which had yet withsStood 
all attacks, she exclaimed, “ My dearest 
mother, what can I do for you ? You will 
die with cold and, iiuteed, her cldthSs 
Avere drenched *witk water, and the cut¬ 
ting winds seemSd to sport with her 
aged form. 

“ My child,” answeretl Mrs. Hender¬ 
son, “ 1 do well, a/id shall soon do bet- 
ter j — but I only hear one voice, —: 
where is Amelia ! I thought I heard 
shriek,‘and my fancy gave it to her; — 
let^me fesl both my children,—let us 
dll go together.”' 

Louisa Henderson turned a look of 
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penetrating enquiry upon Henry Fortes- 
cue: in his. countenance she saw so 
much anguish, that she was convinced 
some, ejreat calamity had befallen her. 

“ fShe cannot keep ber fbet upon 
deck,” said Henry. 

Louisa caught the hint; — and while 
her heart was torn*' with apprehension 
and lliijiea.ay, slie endea(v'Oured to com¬ 
mand .her \^ice, while she said, “ Our 
storm will soon be over, and then we 
shall once more be united.” 

She had not*long to di,sscmble| —-the 
vessel struck upon a>rock, and instantly 
separated. The scredm of hjgrror, from 
men, women, and cluldrefi, as they were 
precipitated into the merciless flood; — 
the bursting asunder pf the Vessel, and the 
'^ai^ans of the animals they hdd on board, 
surpassed all description, j^lnd’hadnot 
the sad flat been irrevocably fixed, so 
piercing, so soul-harrowing«a sound, 
might have soften eti' even the stem 
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tlecrees of fate; ~ as it was, however, 
the dreadful yell was soon lost by the 
overpowering noise of the elements. 

Henry Fortescue was thrpwn atrS^me 
distanceAom *his friends j he was fortu¬ 
nately a good swiinnier. A little way 
from him there was a poor woman, one 
of the sailors’ wives, who was snatching 
a few moments from eternity hy clinging 
to the end of a mast with one avip, Ivhile 
with the other she supported her infant 
child; — he called to her to keep fast 
her hold, and that he would go tcfhSi*. 
“ Oh,^’ said sKe, V never heed me, but 
save my little 'one, — only save my 
poor child ; — my William is gone, and 
I will go to him.” SayiiTg this, she, with 
a sudden effort, attempted to throw the 
child to him, but her motion drov)^, *'' .• 
mast in the contrary direction, and tlje 
poor little infant was swallowed in the 
yarning abyss, and rose no more ! The 
'agonized mothe'r gave a scream, quitted 
her hold, and sunk for even:. 
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Henry, Italf dead with fatigue, want 
of food, and the terrora of the scene, 
was beginning to ask himself whether 
amidst^ so mjuiy horrors, life Avas worth 
further exertion ; — but ‘the Image of 
Clara Mordant, at that moment, pre¬ 
sented herself to his imagination, and 
gave him fresh energy. He now looked 
around fbi;Mrs. flendcrsofi and her daugh¬ 
ter, .and "Saw them clinging to the tim¬ 
bers, which yet had adhered to the keel,^ 
and which was by far the largest portion 
of the wreck. He thought it possible, if he 
could get them aboaBd tfiis, they vnight 
be secured at least for‘some hours. He 
swam towards Ihem, and^ after many 
failures, at last' succeeded in placing 
them there; he' staid with them for 

• * -i 

-liatne moments, to recruit his nearly ex¬ 
hausted strength, and then cast a glance 
over the miserable scene. 

The storm, as if sated with its victiijis, 
Avas subdued for the day,' — but its close" 
was fast apprpaching. There was a small 
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island, or rather rock,-perceptible at a 
great distaiice, but ileiii y knew he could 
not swim half the length at present; he 
therefore set himself to consider if ^Uere 
were ani^.objetts within his reaclt ,ehom 
he could get to this place of comparative 
safety. 

The very boy. whom he had al¬ 
ready saved by .his gen’erous exertions, 
when struck by lightning, was -the pnly 
being who met his eye; he was strug¬ 
gling, and apparently at his last gasp. — 
Henry again gave himsdlf to the wares; 
and happily breugly: the poor fellow to 
the wreck : every other soul pei'ished. 
They had nowe of thenf tasted food for 
two whole days; atid hmiger was added 
Co their othtr sufferings: fortunately, 
the lad wis Ijetter instructed in the ij? 
ternal economy of the ship than the test, 

After some difficulty and assistance, 
he groped out a small barrel of biscuit: 


which, though d:' the coarsest kind, ant 
well soddened in sca-watei^ was a verj 
welcome repAst: he also, pursuing hi; 
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search, procured a nearly empty cask ol’ 
rum, which had been broached for the 
men at the pump. 

Tifis, in s^me measure, cheered tliem ; 
and feven in this perilous'situation, when 
the slightest squall would have annihilated 
them, they yielded themselves to the care 
of the winds, and slept; and tliough it 
was not the soundest they ever knew, 
yet^lt .refreshed them. 

When Henry awoke, which was at the 
first dawn of the morning, he looked for 
the rock; and was surprised to find they 
had drifted very near to it. He knew he 
could easily reach it; but how to convey 
Mrs. Hendersoh there, and her daughter, 
was beyond his* imagination. 

What was to 'be c\one ? If the wreck, 
•Kljich was driving fast towards it, should 
0uch the rock, the crazy planks, which 
divided them from eternity, would surely 
give way. 

^he lad now came, and asserted that 
he could swim well, and could take 
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charge of one of the ladies. Henry pro¬ 
posed taking ^rs. Henderson himself, 
as the most helpless. She begged to be 
left to perish j but as her daughter iy<iuld 
not lea\fi hdi;» she consented.*" They 
anxiously watched the moment, when 
they had drifted^ as’ near to the rock as 
was thought consistent with safety; and 
then each, with their burthen, again braved 
the deep. ’Fortune relented tor this tynej 
and they reached the shore in safety. - 
As soon as this was efiected, the 
lad swS.m again to the*wreck, gcrirnn 
boards and fastening a rope, towed her 
round to a little‘creek, where they se¬ 
cured her: tlicv tltbn seifrched her well; 
there was a cot, and »some bedding, 
\Vhich they hauled ashore, and spread 
upon the'rdtk to dry. A box of figs 
spoilt by sea-water, was all the eatables 
they oould find: however, they were 
glad even of that j and they got a plank, 
and stuck it in tiie ground, and tied one 
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of the sheets to the top of it, by way ot 
signal for any ship that ho^ c in sight. 

Having emptied the miserable wreck 
of flj^they could use, they went in search 
of water. There wei e no spr-ygs to be 
found — indeed the rock was only covei- 
ed by thick sand and weeds; but the 
late rains had left little pools in the 
fissures of the rock, and to these, tlie 
Unfortunates applied themselves with 
great avidity. 

Mrs. Henderson, indeed, appeared to be 
’slirking under the accumulation of Vnisfor- 
tune and deprivation^ she had suffered; 
and it was evident she voidd not lojig sur¬ 
vive. Shenevei had siskeddbr lier dangli- 
ter Amelia j for'die felt that slie could not 
bear to hear what might iiave befallen 
She sat for hours, without speech 
or motion ; and this was still more dread- 
'ful to Louisa, than hearing hw com¬ 
plain. 

In the evening, she again tried to 
rouse her j she folded her in her arms, 
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atid exclaimed, “ My dearest mother, 
why will you not speak to me ? O cheer 
.me by the sound of your voice; let me 
but hear you bless me; an^ I shalUieel 
that the A4raighty has not quite deserted 
me.” 

She paused for "answer j there was 
no pressure, — apparently no sensibility; 
she looked in 4ier face; — alas! her 
mother w^s speechless; — a paralytic 
stroke had been the consequence of the 
miseries she had endured. 

Louisa sunk upon her l^ees; “ 
ther of mercies',** said she, while her 
sobs nearly choaked her utterance, 
” leave me not comfortless*; take me, in 
pity take me, from shell accumulated 
wretchedness.*’ 

Henry Fortfescue heard her prayer t - 
“ Do you remember your poor father ?^*, 
said he ;• ** and is it only for ourselves 
that we live? Surely not: and yet,*’ 
added he, in a softened tone, “ did I npt 
know that the happiness of .one beingji 

▼OL. H. I 
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who is far dearer to me than all the world 
beside, depended upoq me, I am not 
sure that I should have had strength and, 
coisn^ge to ^brave the horrors I have gone 
through ; but let us take 'heart,, my dear 
friend; Providence may now be weary 
of afflicting us, arid happiness may yet 
be in store for us.” .. 

“ Never for me, Henrysaid Louisa, 
and her tears flowed afresh. 

• He endeavoured to comfort her; and 
assisted her in rubbing the feet of her 
“ifTOther: they*were of an icy coldness. 
They employed themselves all pight in 
endeavouring to keep life in Mrs. Hen¬ 
derson : but all their effljrts were vain; 
she died about five o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing ; and without the pow‘er of afibrdiwg 
that blessing her ^utifiiJ (fiiild had re- 
^qud&ted. 

Her distracted daughter hang over 
her in deep distress, which Henry forbore 
t<j disturb ; wisely considering, that -in 
the first epnotions of sorrow, the mind 
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naturally seeks consolation from the only 
source which catT shield it from despair. 
He therefore left her, and as soon as 
the sun was up, reconnoiti'^d tW'^lit- 
tie island,*’and {liought^ he discerned a 
small speck upon the ocean j— he look¬ 
ed till he was so tlazzled, that he was 
obliged to call the *boy, .who instantly 
pronounced it a vessel. They immedi¬ 
ately set about hoisting more signalif, and 
kindled a fire long before it could possibly 
be seen; the wood was so we^ too, it woul.dL 
not burn : but they took sheets and blan¬ 
kets, and paraded theTn on‘different parts 
of the rock. — Their efforts succeeded,— 
the faint light was at last discovered; 
and the linen, wj;iitened by the sun-beams, 
attracted the^ marinars: ■— they neared 
the rock j but the surf was high, and.the 
coast rugged: — the little boat was 
launched &nd manned } but the wind was 
high, ^nd quite against them, — and the 
boat returned to the* ship, being too smalt 
to contend with such powerfid antago^ 
1 2 
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nists. But for Miss Henderson, Henry 
would have swam out: she entreated 
him to do so, as she saw the boat putti^’g 
baSfe • but soon they observed the crew in¬ 
tended to make another trial— the large 
boat was hoisted, and with many hands 
successfully gained os near the rock as 
they could; — two sailors then waded to 
the shore. 

Henry prepared Miss Henderson for 
removing; but she positively refused to 
^ir, without the corpse of her mother 
was allowed to go too. He well\new the 
horror a sailor has to having a Corpse on 
board; and he was arguing the point,with 
her when these men came up;—they 
heard the discussion. —- Henry was con¬ 
templating whether he should employ 
f<yce to carry her off, when one of them 
good-humouredly gave him a wink. He 
then got the blankets, spread them, and 
carefully wrapped the body in them, 
as if intending to carry it on board. 
Satisfied with this, she consigned herself 
once more to Henry’s direction : — one 



MAXaiMONlAL FELICITIES. 1*73 


sailor carried her to tho boat \ the other, 
assisted by the lad, unwrapped the body 
the moment she was away, and in¬ 
stantly folded uj) the bedding, 
as like it as’possible : they then took the 
corpse, and wrapping it in some tat¬ 
tered remnants of sail, decently consigned 
it to the deepest water they could find. 
This done, they ’took up the bedding 
and carried it to the boat, where’ k was 
carefully laid: they were so speedy in 
their operations, that the^ were not a 
minute behind the young lady, and tliey 
put off’. * 

They safely got on board the ship, 
where they were*treated with every kind¬ 
ness their unhappy and forlorn situation 
required. A,la^y gave up her cabin, and ‘ 
assisted to take oft’ those clothes wljich 
iiad been so often drenched ; and which, • 
even now, were not dry: and poor 
Louisa, exhausted and harassed, was 
once more placed in a comfortable bed, 
where she soon fell asleep. She had, as 
I S 
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she belie»^ed, seen her mother’s corpse 
placed on the floor beside her; and ])er 
first impulse when she awoke was to 
ioc^s at it. She opened the sheet with 
dutiful awe and tenderness^ and was 
grieved to find the imposition ; liowever, 
as no remonstrance could give her back 
the loved remains of her parent, from 
which she must, in any event, have 
been.separated that day, as the weather 
v.as becoming warm, she felt that the 
only consolation she could have would 
be that of commending her pure spirit 
to the Almighty j and it was mot now 
too late to do so. After a few miriutes 
passed in devotion, sh^ returned again 
to her pillow,' and slept another hour. 

While the agitation still lasted of all 
these painful scenes, she experienced a 
kind of fever j but when recollection 
l}rought all her miseries, all her losses, 
before her in sober calmness, her spirits 
siink under them. 

The ship was outward bound, and 
destined for Leghorn ; they had a plea- 
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sant and quick voyage ; —but every day, 
Henry Fortescu'fe felt, was carrying him 
'4ai’ther from the object- of his affection. 
Clara was, no doubt, now at'Portj.orduth, 
waiting ’in anxious suspense for his 
arrival, or possibly overwhelmed with 
grief at his supposed loss. This, and 
the extraordinary fatigue he had under¬ 
gone, prep'ed upon his health, and he 
daily declined. 

They found many friends at iyegnorn, 
but no ships likely to sail for England ; 
for the enemy’s cruizers were so much 
upon *the alert, thfit they only sailed in 
fleets, and under convoy. He, therefore, 
accompanied *Miss Henderson overland 
to Sicily; and as neither’of them were in 
a state to, travel .far, they took short 
stages. 

Miss Henderson had procured tke 
compafiy of a female acquaintance, and 
under other circumstances the journey 
would have been delightful: — they 
crossed tiie straits of Messina, and 

I 4 
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hoped to ‘'arrive at Mr. Henderson’s 
house before he could’ have had any 
news of his loss;—but the very day.>" 
befb^3,,a versel had brought the melan¬ 
choly intelligence of the "shipwreck, and 
the total loss of tlie whole crew. 

The distracted father had shut himself 
up in his own apartment, and nobody 
had dared to intrude upon his sorrows. 
— Eouis'a burst into his apartment, and 
fell' down at his feet: — a most heart¬ 
rending scene ensued. But, after the 
tirsF ebullitions of keen regret were over, 
he gratefully thanked-Heaven for sparing 
him one blessing, when he thought him¬ 
self bereft of all. 

Henry Fortescue, with whom the heat 
of the climate had before agreed well, 
was now assailed with a malignant fever, 
v'hich deprived him of his senses, and he 
lay for a length of time in the most 
imminent danger. Mr. Henderson ^ml 
his- daughter watched him with the 
utmost anxiety. 

His recovery was so smw, and his 
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impatience so great to return to Eng- 
land, that he embarked when it vv^as 
ttiought hardly possible he could ^t- 
live the voyage*. He took a mosf affec-' 
tionate leave of his kind friends, arfd 
promised to correspond with them. • 

They had a quick,voyage;—but when 
lie neared the spo;t where so many dread¬ 
ful scenes bad happened, it required, all 
his strength of mind to support his coip- 
posure. — However, he landed at Ports¬ 
mouth .with better spiritfk than health-c 
— indeed, he wsis in a perfect fever of 
agitation and impatience, when the dread¬ 
ful newspaper presented itself to him. 

.— We have seen the efleqt it had upon 
him. 

He went 4o toVn the day after 
he had seen Mrs. Mordant, who^ad 
dispatched two lines-, written in hardly ‘ 
legible characters, to her son, to apprise 
him “of his approach. 

Charles Mordant received him most 
affectionately, s^d did not hidS his regret 
I .5 
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upon his sister’s marriage. The next 
day he broke his safety, by degrees, to 
ol^Mr. Fortcscue j and it is difficult I'o 
say which was most painful, — his sor¬ 
row for his supposed loss, or liis joy at 
again embracing this darling son. 
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CHAP, X. 

* 

Blit wail his fall* whom we struck down. 

Macbeth. 

Well, such losers inav havts leave to speak. 

llenrif VI. 

The Veteran laid loiv. — A Sale. 

HfiNFir Fortescue had • informed,Mrs. 
Fanshaw of the momentary meeting, 
and the eflFect it h^^S on Mrs. Trevillyan j 
and mentione^l his* intention of setting 
off’ immediately for Mj\]ita, which she 
strongly ad vised his dping. She could 
not help thinjving 'that Miss Henderson 
was attached to him, and she was ^^tank- 
ful for^any thing which would engagb 
his thoughts from their present bias. 

He took leave of her with the firm 

• • 

intention of sailing with the first 
terranean fleet 

I 6 
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Mrs. Trevillyan did not mention him 
to her friend, and, tiierefore, Mrs. Fan- 
shaw did not introduce the subject; —hi»^ 
namfe seemed, by tacit consent, excluded 
for a time from their conversatibo. 

f 

Mr. Fanshaw, who liad heard of Mr. 
Reynolds’s conduct to the poor Gordons, 
whom he had taken to his own parish, 
and of whose goodness ‘the Colonel de¬ 
lighted to speak, wished to cultivate the 
acquaintance of so good a man. He, 
therefore, proposed to his wife to invite 
them to the christening with the Colonel. 

A proposition front him was vefy sel¬ 
dom opposed b^ her, and she wrote to 
Mrs. Reynolds, to requesi! the pleasure 
of seeing her with her husband. 

The second day after the, arrival of 
the Trevillyans, as they were taking an 
airing in the beautiful grounds, they 
were amused to see an object at some 
distance, which they could not mistake, 
let V his situation be ever so changed. 
—•He was now riding on horseback, — 
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ilis best laced cocked hat and diamond 
shoe-buckles glittering brilliantly in the 
-Tays of the mid-day sun; but he was 
not alone,—on a pill ion •behjtid'^im 
sat the nfdrse, and tlie child on her lap.— 
It was Colonel Desburgh. — He by 
no means quickoned his pace when he 
saw them approaching, ^ but suffered his 
old charger to cTioose his own time. The 
animal had never before carried «o large 
a stock of live lumber on his back j knd 
his pride did not appear to rise with the 
weight of his honours. 

Thfe Colonel had left* the Rectory in 
his whisky, in which he had packed the 
nurse and child; and m the hollow of 
the head, he^ had dexterously contrived 
to stow plenty ofi reaHy-raade meat for 
young master; and a little prog for him¬ 
self and the woman to eat on the road, 
which kaved charges at the inns. 

Short-sighted mortals that we arei 
how industriously we heap up treaswes, 
not knowing who may benefit by them. 
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The second day of the journey, the 
whole of which did not exceed forty-six 
miles, as they were proceeding at their' 
ijsu^ aiTibliiig motion, th^re appeared a 
dashing landau and four-in-hand^ driven 
by a gay young irlan, of high ton, and a 
buck of a companion s'eated by him on 
the dicky — two,grooms behind. 

Upon spying the old-fasliioned machine 
of our 'veteran, and his extraordinary 
figure, the driver put the end of his 
^vhip to his raquth, and blew the horn 
so well, that one might suppose he had 
had a very able i’nstrubtor. 

Our dear old pharger had been used to 
the well-known sound; and though 
many years had passed since last he 
heard it, he had not lost hi:^ affection for 
it: he pricked up his ears, snorted, and 
b^gan a sort of ambling motion, which, 
in his younger days, might have been 
denominated a prance. 

This tickled the fancies of our frolic- 
,some charioteers ;—and, fota joke, they 
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contrived to drive so near to the vehi¬ 
cle, that their wheel touched it; not 
however with such force as to hu^ any 
thing that \ras not as dScay^d as our 
whisky*; that, alas! jiad been eked out 
with cord, bits of, leather, and plates of 
iron, till every tut in the road threaten¬ 
ed its destruction. But the Colonel was 
always prepared with cord, leather, nails, 
and a hammer; and dreaded no*accident 
which these could not repair :— the shock 
of tl\e concussion tore, asunder some of. 
these fragile s,upporters, and gently laid 
our veteran acrop the road. 

The charter fosgot tlje gratification he 
had enjoyed by the horn, in the check he 
undesignedly received, from his master in 
falling j so h^ stood still: — and the nurse 
finding how things were likely^ to go, 
managed to save herself and her cha%e 
from falling, by instantly stepping out 
of the crazed machine. 

The young men were really sori^ for 
the effect of their frolic, of which they. 
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had not the sliglitest intention. They 
immediately stopped their carriage, and 
alighted; leaving their servants to take 
care or it, while they w'ent ,to the assist¬ 
ance of the Colonel, and expressed their 
concern for the accident. 

The veteran had risen,*•— he had fallen 
too gently to be hurt. His first enquiry 
was for his child ; and w-hen he, saw him 
laughing," he was satisfied of his safety, 
and very readily accepted the excuses 
jof the young rpen. But when these 
^'ouths saw the heterogeneous mass of 
odd articles which be^rewed the road, 
and which had es,caped,.from the head of 
the whisky, it was impossible to keep 
their countenances. , 

• In the first place, there wj)s a quantit;j^ 
of pap,^ or at least spoon meat, for the 
heir apparent, which broke loose from 
the jar, by the unceremonious contact 
with the ground j —a little cordial bottle 
of aifiseed, to prevent the cold from hurt- 
jng his stomach j — a bundle in a silk 
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pocket-handkerchief, through which 
peeped the best regimental costume of 
. the veteran j and which he, perhaps, 
thought would be more ai^vantagesdsly 
placed there,*‘than packed in the 
small box appertaining to the whisky : — 
a piece of ham, Wj^ich bore evident marks 
of a recent attack; a worsted night¬ 
cap; a sucking-bottle;* a gally-pot of 
ready-made mustard; a band-^ox, of 
which the string had given way, and -ex¬ 
posed to view a fine new cap of the 
nurse’s:—and last, but b^ no meansmf the' 
least •consequehce* in h^r estimation, a 
front of false hair,* with the finest shining 
ringlets iraagiliable*. Th*ese, with divers 
and sundry other necessaries, both for 
young and old, p^assed in review before 
our elegant sjirigs of fashion. 

The Colonel carefully picked ujf all Ije 
thought worthy, took especial care of the 
hapi-bone and a dry crust, and remarked 
with satisfaction, that a small bottlg of 
brandy Was not broken;—but he cast a 
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rueful look at the whisky, and thought 
of the expense of repairing it. 

They were six miles from their last 
sta^o, and he sorrowfully proved that the 
fracture surpassed his power of'mending. 
It was quite impossible he could carry 
the luggage, or that he could lead the 
horse to the next plade they were to bait 
at. Our young men, however, soon good- 
natu’reclly assisted him in his difficulties. 
They offered to take him and his suite 
in the inside of their carriage, and as 
many things aS were not spoilt by the 
fall; and they, advired' him to hire a 
countryman, to walk Ihe horse and ma¬ 
chine back to the last inn. ’ 

The Colonel demurred at the latter pro¬ 
posal : in the first place, the expense of 
hiring the man;—and then^they must go 
qyer file same road again in another cai’- 
riage, unless this could be meudeci imme¬ 
diately. This was ^■exatious ; but there jvas 
no^ alternative : — he totik the poor man 
aside, and made his own terms with him. 
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This settled, he assisted the nurse into 
the fine carriage with the child, together 
with nearly all the varieties before-men¬ 
tioned, — such as never .were be^5re in 
so fine* a vetiicle. He then got in him¬ 
self, after having cdrefully surveyed the 
road, to ascerttyn 'that nothing was lost j 
and the whisky, •to be sure that nothing 
could be stolen from it. 

They* drove off, and the • inrrkeeper 
was ^mewhat surprised to find oup hero 
returned in a carriage so verj' different 
front his own ; and In company with 
these young \ne», wlipnr he well knew, 
as they lived in'the neighbourhood ; and 
he took cafe, by his bows and cringes, 
to make u^ for the resTpect and attention 
he had ojnitted before. 

The youTig men invited the veteran to 
partake a tiffen. with them, ^ike^ all 
others, they at first thought him a de- 
Ijghtful butt to vent their wit upon: but 
they soon changed their manners^ and 
when they learnt that he was on his road 
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to Darlington, where they were both well 
acquainted, they studied who should pay 
liim most attention. 

SoViie time .afterwards the whisky ar¬ 
rived, and the gentlemen p^’bposed send¬ 
ing for a coachmak'er; but the Colonel 
said a wheelwright would do much bet¬ 
ter : he was accordingly summoned, and 
pronounced, that no repairs could ever 
make the .machine safe for one mile; and 
his only surprise was, how it had jested 
that length. 

Much dissatisfie‘d with this dccisioh, iie 
declared the man knew .nothing aboirt it, 
and sent I'or another; but his opinion only 
confirmed the former one. The Colonel 
said, if he had only‘^l)is own carpenter, who 
used to attend the baggage-waggons, he 
should not have been in this dilemma: as 
it \\as, hbwever, he desired to know which 
would give him the most money for it. ■ 

One immediately offered a pound ; -7- 
the \eteran turned to the other, who 
said, “ ril give a guinea.” 
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The Colonel now, with ao much eager¬ 
ness as if it .was his only dependence, 
again turned towards the first, expecting 
an advance in the terms* At lasf Ahe 
fellow «iid, Vhile he scratche(f his head, 

“ Come, I’ll give * ’tother sixpence.” 
The Colonel veer^id about to the other, 
who said, “ Wel>, take it then,—it may 
be worth five*and-twenty shillings, but 
not a faVthingmore.” 

“ Five-and-twenty shillings!” exclaim¬ 
ed the Colonel, “ come, you shall have 
it fojp one pound four 'shillings at once,' 
without more*ad«.” 

“ No, no, let'Sam have it,” said he, 
“ I’ll not btf his Kindrahce.” 

Accordingly the bssrgain was struck, 
and the money^ that is, a one-pound 
note and a* shilling, was tendered; but 
the veteran insisted that there Vas six¬ 
pence more due to him. The man said, 
in all transactions in his line, there was 
• something thrown back for luck,* an^ 
that he hop^ his honopr would allow 
the luck-pe/finy. • * 
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This business adjusted, the Colonel 
asked if they knew any one who had a 
second-hand saddle and pillion to dis¬ 
pose”^ ©f? 

“ 1 have one,” said his whisky«friend, 
“ almost as good as new, which I’ll sell 
you cheap.” 

He soon fetched a miserable concern, 
much worn and moth-eaten, and asked 
fifteen* shillings for it. 

The veteran remonstrated, — and at 
last beat him down to half-a-guinea ; he 
'then very carefufiy counted out teif shil¬ 
lings, reminding tlie m«n, \hat in ak his 
dealings, the luck-penny was allowed. 

Our dashing Heroes' stood by all this 
time, infinitely antused by the scene, and 
^ every now and then lending a word to 
heighten the fun. 

yhe tsld charger was now caparisoned 
in his new gear : at first, he did not 
seem to understand the pillion, and tl^e 
•weiglit on his hind-quarters; but as he 
was coaxed by the cheering well-known 

lO 
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voice of his master, he subn.itted witii 
great docility, and they reached the next 
stage, thirteen miles, in rather less than 
four hours,—the Colonel .walking' 
every ascent, hfid making the mirse do 
the same. 

At this place t^iey rested for that day, 
and the next coacii brought them their 
baggage,—not, ‘indeed, entire, for, we 
lament to ?jay, the false curls, —(^e ^ere 
almost committing ourselves in a pan, 
but just recollected it would be incon- 
sistcnt*with the dignity of our history,) 
— tha false cufls Itfien, were missing, — 
cruelly left in thelnuddy road. 

We strongly»suspect they did not escape 
the keen vigilant eye df eftir veteran, and, 
most likely, he thought them much bet¬ 
ter there, tfiad gracing or greasing the 
forehead of the nurse. The damsel? howo 
ever, was by no means of his way of 
thinking; she blamed herself severely, 
-.-but, truth to*say, she was so tal^n 
up by making the agreeable and simper- 
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ing to the fine dasliing servants belong¬ 
ing to the landau, and her head so 
turned by riding in so grand a vehicle, 
no T.’onder she forgot its ornament. 

The next morning, by risi/ig very 
early, they arrived at Darlington by mid¬ 
day, and tl'.e Colonel informed his friends 
there, that Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds, and 
Miss Eliza Dennison, who had unexpect¬ 
edly returned, would be with them the 
next day : — he added, that Mrs. Rey¬ 
nolds had, at first, proposed staying at 
home with her, but that her husband 
would not visit without her. He had him¬ 
self, he said, objected to this, for she was 
so good a woman, he thought they should 
not lose the opportunity of becoming 
acquainted. Indeed, she was an excel¬ 
lent wife, and Mr. Reynolds felt quite 
satisfied with his choice. 

Mrs. Fanshaw, whose manners to her 
guests were extremely elegant, was par¬ 
ticularly attentive to her new acquaint¬ 
ance i but she soon discerned the dif- 
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ierencc, aud much preferred the married 
to the single sister. 

The Colonel appeared cautiously to 
avoid all conversation which could lead 
to the »ilbject* of his wife; and Mrs. 
Reynolds, in a walk wliich she had ^ith 
Mrs. Fanshaw, tcxld' her, that he had, 
upon his first arriVal af the Rectory, 
passed much of* his time alone in his 
chamber j'and although she sohaetfmes 
fancied she saw traces of tears on his 
furrowed cheek when he returned, yet, 
before her, he took great*care to appear 
cheerful, and tha4 he .was the most 
accommodating mhn she ever saw. — 
“ Would to Htfaven*” adtled she, “ my 
misguided sister had proved herself 
worthy such a man !” 

In the course of their conversation, 
Mrs. Fansliaw learnt, that one day ^henv' 
Mr„ Re^'tiolds was absent upon parochial 
duties, she took courage, and ventured 
to* speak of her sister. Far from vent- 

VOL. II. K 
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ing execrations or reproaches, as she 
expected, the excellent old man said, 
“ I feel that I have not been without 
blaine, — I-ought to have thought more 
humbly of myself, than to Suppose a 
young and beautiful woman could have 
voluntarily attached herself to me; — 
but having married' her, I should have 
yielded something to ' her wishes, and 
affbrded her those gratifications my for¬ 
tune allowed : but,” added he, in a tone 
of self-reproach, “ I was simple enough 
to suppose, that her professions to me 
while at Southampton were genuine. 
I looked for no guile in a soldier’s 
daughter, — so young tod! — and it was 
at the very moment when she appeared 
to me the most happy, the most aflPec- 
tionate, that she deceived me. But I 
'’forgive her, poor child!” said he, with 
great emotion, “ I forgive her'; and I 
call upon the Almighty to witness,, that 
Cbuld she be reclaimed from vice, and 
brought to repentance, I should think 
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ihe small residue of my days a cheap 
sacrifice. 

“ I have sent messengers, both in tjjis 
country and Ireland, but ctin learn no 
traces of^her. *She is not with Sir John 
Neerdowel. I shudder to think what 
may have happenod to her j—she may, at 
this moment, be reduced, to the deepest 
abyss of profligacy j for if she did go with 
Sir John, which I have great reason* to 
doubt, the abandoned coward can have 
no heart, no feeling, for any one but 
himself!—Never did I see a man,’’^ and 
in the* energy of ^lis own honourable 
feelings he lost the, subject of Sophia, 

“ never did 1 see a man devoid of cou¬ 
rage, possessed of any other virtue.’* 

He did ngt ^ive t^ie least hint that he 
suspected the child was not his own ; 
on the contrary, he was never happy* 
but’wheft the infant was with him. 'The 
fine hoy crowed to "him, held out his lit¬ 
tle arms whenever he saw them, aifti 
cried heartily when taken away. These 

K 2 
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proofs of attachment were very gratefiif 
to the old man’s heart,-and he doated 
upon him with the fondest affection. 

Miss Eliza Dennison immediately at¬ 
tached herself to Mr. 'rrevillyan, and 
as she was the only unmarried lady of 
the party, he was pleqtsed with the pre¬ 
ference. She entered into his character, 
indulged his sarcasm, and gratified his 
vanity,, by preferring every thing at El- 
drington to Darlington. Mrs. Trevillyan 
was rejoiced at any thing which could 
divei't his attention from herself ttrid she 
daily improved .in heaJSth'and looks-under 
the kind management* of.her friend. 

The gala day at iengtfi arrived, and 
the child was 'made a Christian. Lord 
Charles Wentworth, and Sir Henry Lyttle- 
ton, and Mrs. Trevillyan, Vere the spon- 
•sors.' The tenants in holiday suits, most 
of which were presented by theic munifi¬ 
cent lady, assembled in the park, wjiere 
aa abundant dinner ’was served up; 
after which the Colonel, arrayed in his 
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very best liabiliinents, ret^uested the 
honour of beginning a dance with Mrs. 
I'anshaw. — “I take precedence,” said 
he to Lord Charles, “ os being- the 
senior the**party.” His claim was 
readily admitted ; and it was very en¬ 
tertaining to see^the gallantry and spirit 
with which he acqliitted himself. 

That dance gone down, our party left 
the meiT;^-hearted crew to thc.caSie of 
the servants and John Harding, who-de¬ 
lighted in such scenes, and retired tio 
prepaid '.hemselvcs for *their own ban¬ 
quet,* wlien tiie3i werjc joined by a 
numerous assembtage, and amongst the 
rest by our two charioteers, who gladly 
renewed their acqu’airftance with our 
7 eteran, and amused many of the party 
with an accfAint of their first introduc¬ 
tion upon the road. The evenilfg coiSr 
cluded*with music and dancing. 

JiJiza made herself as amiable as pos¬ 
sible to the young man she sat nexf» at 
dinner, in hopes of securing him as a 
K S 
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partner for»the evening : but it was tiieiJ 
the fashion for young men of ton to pay 
attention to married, not single ladies. 
W*licther it was that they feared the im¬ 
putation of cruelty, in laying tivemselves 
out to advantage before these speculators, 
or whether they themselves feared for their 
own safety, we know not — but at that 
time such was the case. ^ Eliza then had 
the.'me.rit of keeping consta'nt to her 
married flirt, and she danced with Mr. 
Trevillyan tiie whole evening. 

That gentlefnan began to fetl that 
Miss Mordant had n«vei paid him half 
the attention this girl had done. Before 
they W'ere married, far from wishing to 
attract or t© please' him, Clara was always 
retiring, and the courtesies were cer¬ 
tainly all upon his side. Ko doubt then 
she ctuld have very little affection for 
him; and even since their union, .al¬ 
though she had never disputed his \vill 
iusthe slightest degree, yet that was tive 
obedience of duty, not the acquiescence 
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;>f affection. He marked too the differ¬ 
ence of manner of Mrs. Fanshaw to her 
husband ; — was there ever any thing so 
perfect as tlieir conduct ? ^[er eye alfto- 
iutely brightefted, and her spirits rose at 
liis approach. Mrs. Trevillyan was al¬ 
ways calm — no ple'asure danced in her 
eye, no happiness’beamed in her smile ; 
and he began t» think that he liked ani¬ 
mation add sprightliness. 

It never once occurred to him to carry 
the comparison to himself and Mr. Fan- 
vshaw. He was always right, let who«would 
be wrong. He tvei»t no \yhere without his 
wife; he was unifbrmly polite and atten¬ 
tive to her ; yet alf this ^as accompanied 
with such unbending-superiority of man- 

iier—there was so little of the kindness 

• • 

of the heart'about it, that it was very 
unlikely he should' win affections^ whicli 
had been deeply engaged to a far differ- 
ei\t object. 

• The next day most of the party ^is-’ 
persed, and the Colonel proposed return- 

K 4 
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ing home »lie same way as they came ^ 
but I^ir. I'aushaw' took, them the lirst 
stage oi iheir ji-urncy, and Mr. and Mrs. 
TKviliy i:! walked out alone, while tJie 
host was’ tlai'. busied in kiifd altevitions to 
tlie Colonel and his party. Tliey went jeto 
a school ibr poor children, wliich had 
iiist been e^stablislied on their properly 
for the benefit bt tlie tenants. Mr. Tre- 
^•illyan inspected the lessons of the boys, 
and as they were going out lie said,— 
“ You inigiit have done the same at 
Eldriiagton ; but you never seem vo think 
of these things.^ A Jittio attentioji this 
way would be much more to my pleasure 
than sitting at *your jiiaiia forte all day ; 
but you have nt* turn of this sort.” 

“ Nor perhaps, should i,” said Mrs'. 
Fansliaw, very quickly, as# she came out 
gf ons.of the rooms, and had overheard 
Ids observation ; “ it was my Uusbajid 
who thought and who executed ; all the 
trquble I have had in it was to find ex- 
pressions of praise equal to his deserts.— 
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T)iit,” added she, witli great warmth, 
“ he told you 1 suggested it. It is just 
like him ; he always gives every amial^le 
action to his wife, while he takes all her 
omissions iipouliimself—and he is right; 
for his excellence is so far above that 
of the geueralit)* of mankind, that he 
would he an object of envy and ill- 

nature, if he dicl not take some of my 

^ ** # 

faults to balance it.” • * 

Whether Mr. Trevillyan felt the irn- 
plication, we know not —for he was 
silent. 



CHAP. Xi; 




Fcv\' men rightly fampor with tlic btafb. 

Henry VI. 


JVc mafi!' aiiv oxai Miseries. 

V 

Xhe day Mas now fixed for their de¬ 
parture. Mrs. FansliaM- had earnestly 
requested that INIrs. Trevillyan shoidd 
stay at Darlington till after her confine¬ 
ment : but her iiusbafid said he thought 
it quite necessary ^that the heir of 
Eldrington Hall should be born upon 
the estate. She then ofiered herself to 
go with her. Mrs. Trevillyan, wdth 
many thanks, said, that she was now 
‘quite indifferent about herself: “ if I 
die,” said she, “ I have only iny' mothcr, 
my brother, and you, to regret me/’—■ 
Her heart whispered that there was an¬ 
other, if she were allowed to think of him. 
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Mrs. Fanshaw was exceedingly dis¬ 
tressed j she never liad heard her say so 
much before; but she tried to raisejier 
spirits by the near prospect she had of 
adding*another and a dearer tie to this 
world. 

“ Poor chikU” said Mrs. Trevillyan, 
“ if it should be a girl, her lot will not 
be enviable. If it is, and she should lose 
her mother, promise me, my dear fi*iend, 
to bring her up with your own. Her 
father will no doubt marry again, and 
then ^'hat will become of my iifnocent 
child?” 

Mrs. Fanshaw, with tearful eyes, look¬ 
ed earnestly ni the face of her friend; 
she saw therp no emotion—no tear, but 
a death-like palepess, which gave her 
much more apprehension than either. — 
“ My dear Clara,” said she, “ wliy con¬ 
jure u]) such apparitions ? Trust me, if 
you will take courage, all will go well, 
tvnd I shall yet see you a happy mother j 
and forgive me, if I say J think you 
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reprehensible in indulging sentiments 
like these. Think,” added she, with 
great earnestness, “ how many thousands 
would gladly, exchange situations with 
you ; — think, too, that if‘you aVe not as 
happy as you ojice anticij)ated, } et you 
have the satisfaction of knowing that you 
owe notliing to your own indiscretion or 
precipitation. J am wcAl awaie ot' alt 
that ‘has,, occurred ; and deeply as I re¬ 
gret these events, they are inevitable, 
and it is your tluty to sup.port them witii 
fortitude, and liot to allow yourf.elt’ to 
sink under thenu AVii Have seen* how 
nobly you exerted yolirself under cir¬ 
cumstances of peculiar diitcrcss ; surely 
you will not suftiL-r yourself to sink under 
minor evils. It is a painful duty you 
have to perforin ; but is a (luty,— and 1 
c«vpcct*iny friend will not .-.iii ink from it. 
if this is not a boy, the next may.*” 
During this admonition of her frieijd, 
Mks. Treviilyan had betn ilissolved ii” 
tears, which appeared to afford her relief : 
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— she threw lierself into her arras, 
and assured her she would not forfeit 
the opinion slie had Ibrmed of her, and 
that she should see that sh« would-cxert 
lierself'iTuder’the trials which she could 
not help fearing were in store for her ;— 
but slie declinetl taking her friend to 
Eldrington, witholit an es])ecial invita¬ 
tion from Mr. UVcvillyan. Mrs. Fanshaw 
gave her* a solemn assurance,'j,hal> she 
would watcli over her child, if necessary, 
with the same tenderness as her own. 

Twt» days afterwards they separated, 
to tli£ great agiuition gf Mrs. Fanshaw, 
and a sort of foiVbodiua' of ill on the 

^ «j.' ^ 

part of Mrs. »'rrcvillyan,* who embraced 
her, at the inoiuent of parting, with 

^ unusual warmth. 

« 

The geuthlmen ciid not greatly par¬ 
take of this sorrow ; their iileas of each 
other were soniowiuiL changed. Mr. Fan- 
sh^jw found his friend less amiable, on 
intimate and domestic knowledge, th«n 
he had before imagined possible j — he 
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was more sfelfisli, more dictatorial; and 
his manners to his wife and to Miss 
Dennison were not at all to his taste : 
but Mrs. Tjevillyan rose every hour 
in his ekimation ; he knew ah‘the cir¬ 
cumstances of her situation, and consi¬ 
dered her a most exemplary character. 

Mr. Trevillyan envied his friend’s 
popularity, derided his philanthropy, and 
thought with contempt of his gaiety and 
playful humour. He could not bear 
that any thing, or any body, should be 
superior to himsclfi and therefore’ it was 
that he set at nouglit fnat excellence, 
which he had no heart* to attain himself. 

f ^ < 

When the carriage dreV up to the 
door of Eldringt'on Hall, poor Felix was 
in anxious attendance, and t|ie meeting 
was equally pleasing to h/mself and his 
Kiistres's. 

Mrs. Trevillyan now became' much 
engaged in making preparations for the 
expected stranger. A week afterwards, 
she had th? happiness of seeing her 
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mother, who felt pleased at tlie alter¬ 
ation in her daughter’s looks, which had 
been materially benefited by their expe- 
dition to Darlington. 

Mr. l^i^villyan was already Iflisily en¬ 
gaged in contemplating arrangements to 
be made for the accommodation of guests 
at the christening oT his heir, for he never 
calculated that Ite could be less fortunate 
than Colofiel Uesburgh or Mr. Fanshaw'. 
He took care ti'om this time not to-do 
or say any thing which might disturb the 
serenity, or hurt the feelings of hie wife. 
He wfi’oLc to the ligghest, of his acquaint¬ 
ance, requesting tlicm to stand sponsors 
to his heir; *and lie received sucli an¬ 
swers as fully satisfied* his self-import¬ 
ance. He felt fast approacliing that 
consequence ‘which the birth of a son 
gives to a man of fortune ; — one would 
absolutely suppose from his actions, that 
ha thought his wife had obtained a patent 
for bringing sons only into the wojld.* 
— The week, the day, the hour, at last 
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arrived : —^ the suspense and anxiety of 
tlie mother was now equally shared by 
Mr. Tre\ illyan j but whether it was in 
tlie t’haraeter ol' the expecting father, 
or the aliectionate luisbatid, oi' 'both, we 
leave our readers to decide. 

Hour after hour pas,^cd, and the most 
dreadful apprehensioiis prevailed ; it was 
thought next to an impossibility that 
both his wife and child could be saved. 
Hesitation and uncertainty which of the 
lives he preferred, rose in his mind, — 
but he. was spared giving them uttt ranee j 
— for while Iiq AVas« ych, doubtful, the 
physician (who had attended as well as 
the accoucheur'; hastened M;o inform him 
that all was over, and that they both 
lived. 

The father exclaimed, ^ Thank you, 
§ir} a*dne boy is it ?” 

“No, sir,” returned the physician, “.it 
is a little — a very little girl; but 1 hc)j)e 
• wg. shall rear it. Mrs. Trevillyan, how¬ 
ever, is by no means out of danger j 
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^ he house, and every thing round it, must 
be kept in perfect stillness.” 

“ Pshaw,” said Mr. Trevillyan, in a 
tone of disappointment, girl and 
immediately IhJl't the room. The phy¬ 
sician was astonished; he had always 
been used to hear the warmest expres¬ 
sions of gratitude* to Heaven, particu¬ 
larly upon the •birth of the hrst-born: 
— it is triAj he hatl known tlie ardour of 
thankfulness a little weakened by fre-- 
quent repetitions; but, upon the first 
occasiwi! it was quite out of.good- 

Mrs. Trevillyandiad always been much 
liked and admired in ‘the neiglil)Our- 
hood; but /te was to» cold, and too 
^proud, to rdlbw any intimacies; and as 
they were *ge?ieralTy seen together, they 
were what is called a happy coupV?. ^ 

.This, was Mr. Trevillyan’s first disap¬ 
pointment in life, and he did not feel it 
less because it was of his own creation. 
Hitherto he had had no vexations, no 
trials: his wife was thorou^'hly amiable 
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and sweet-tempered; and though her 
affection for liim was never eniliusiastic, 
yet she was attentive to his wishes, and 
very.desirons of ))lcasing him. llis rents 
were duiy paid, and he fia-d ])roiriised him¬ 
self lie was secure of keeping these rents 
in the family for generations ; for the idea 
of their going to the Fortescues always 
made him irritable, —he hated the very 
name. — The birth of a daugiiter then, 
of this unoflending little wretch ! was to 
open the flood-gates of her father’s 
wrath.and ill-humour ; and, alas r it ran 
in full tide ever after. 

From this time wfe see liini no more 
the agreeable companion,' or the cheer¬ 
ful friend, as he was in town before his 
marriage : — he w'as no longer the atten¬ 
tive husband, the indulgent landlord, or 
Xhe kitfd master. The natural sternness 
perceptible in early youth, became seve¬ 
rity in middle age; and promised tojde- 
generate into morose ill-temper in ad¬ 
vanced life. 
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Mrs. Trevillyan continued in imminent 
danger for a fortnight; and Dr. Cleverton 
pronounced, that it was entirely owing 
to her fortitude and exertiipn that,rsfie 
survived=her illness. 

The child, contrary to all expectation, 
throve well and the mother found in- 
expressible pleasure in its infantine 
sounds. 

She had* repeatedly asked if there.jvas 
no letter of anxiety or congratulation, 
from Darlington j and when her mother 
answerad in the negative, she tlipught 
them yiikind. Her Iptsband had visited her 
two or three times j but when the nurse 
presented the* bab^, drfissed ouT*^r- 
posely for his admiratioa, and expected 
"commendation for her good management, 
he put it froTn hmi with indifference, 
and left the room. 

Mrs. JMordant’s indignation was great¬ 
ly roused; but she dreaded awaking 
emotions in her -daughter, which migljt, 
in her present state, prove fatal. But 
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the next day, when lie brouglit an open 
letter in his hand, and. sail!, “Madam, 
I’ll thank you to answer it,” she felt 
her gen.‘ ;',uiais too impetuous I'or conceuU 
incnt or eoiitrol. 

The letter was addressed to Mrs. 'I’re- 
villyan, and expressed Mrs. Fanshaw’s ex¬ 
treme distress at having had no communi¬ 
cation from Eldrington Iwr more tlian three 
weeks, although she knew the time was 
. long past wlien slie ex-jiected to be con¬ 
fined ;— that she had wfitten, ten days 
ago, .,a letter of anxious enquv'v ; but 
receiving no answei',, la/.h Fansha,w and 
herself were nuituaily. uneasy. 

“Mt hat, sir !’’ said Mrs., Mordant, with 
great se\erily,.“ is it jiossible you have 
not written to sucli kinti an'd dear iriends,’’ 
to apjirise tliem oi'my daughte|'’.s danger, 
and the binli of your cliild?” 

“ No, madam,” returned he, I Jiad 
ho pleasure in jiroclaiming my disap- 
pj^intments.” 

“ Disappointments ! sir,” said she j 
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“ no man but yourself could thought 
them such. Had you lost them both,” 
and she shuddered at the idea, “ you 
would perhaps iiave-” 

“ Oil,-hush,*MTiy dear mothef,” said 
her agitated daughter. 

The appeal brought instant recollec¬ 
tion to Mrs. Mordtint, and she turned 
from him with ni look of undisguised 
contempt tind indignation, which for a 
moment gave rise to some qualms 
conscience, if not of contrition, in his 
breast. • He turned and went up^to his 
wife, and enquii^d#how §he felt herself j 
but this proof of his negligence and in¬ 
difference had struck h&r so fbrctGI^^ 
that she had no power *to speak. She 
hid her face in the bed-clothes, and gave 
way to her eiifotion. 

Mrs. Mordant became alarmei^:, and, 
with a V'Oice which commanded obedience, 
orejered him to “ leave the room.” She 
then, after having endeavoured to sooth 
her daughter, wrote hastily to Mrs. Fan- 
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shaw, but ‘in a manner wbicli evident!} 
showed her agitation. 'Dinner was an 
nounced just as she had finished ir, but 
shc\vas iTiueh too indignant to meet her 
son-in-law with composure; 'she sent 
word she “ should not atterid itand 
she saw no more of Mr. Tix i'lyan for 
two days. 

The first letter from'Dr.rlington had 
arrived four days after the accouchement, 
when every thing in fhe sick chamber 
w-as kept as quiet as possible. Mr. Tre- 
villyar., therefore, put it into his'pockei, 
where it had lain* disregarded-^ ever 
sipce. 

He was sitting brooding over las 
disappointment'in the library, when he 
was greatly surprised and annoyed by 
seeing Mr. P'anshaw’s carriage driving 
ns fast as four post horses could draw 
it round the sweep. He was’ by no 
means in a humour to receive visitors, 
and particularly those visitors j and he 
instantly determined to show them that 
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he considered them only birds of 
j)ass:ige, making a call on their road. 
But he might have saved himself the 
trouble of any such determination— 
Fanshaw-eame*£110116. excepting 4 he child 
and his nurse. 

Au hour after the receipt of Mrs. 
Mordant’s letter, Hiis truly atfectionate 
woman was in Ivh carriage on her road 
to Eldringtoii. Her husband cheerfylly 
resigned her, whom he loved with tlie most, 
leruler regard, to her suffering friend. He, 
h-uwcves, attended her the two first stages, 
and would Avillingjy have accompanied 
her in her visit, but that he feared his 
presence miglit not'be coftvenient'^fiefe 
there must exist so mudi anxiety; but 
he requested sfte would write immediately, 
and if there v^'as tlfe slightest shadow of 
invitation, he would join her. Hp then^, 
kis§ed her and his sweet boy, and slowly 
ret\,cned to his lonely home. But she 
lost nothing in ,his estimation by tlys 
absence j for as he went from room to 
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room, its soUtary appearance only brougiu 
her with fresh pleasure to his mind. In 
every apartment there was some proof of 
her elegant jtaste, some specimen of her 
genius a;:d accomplishments ; these, how¬ 
ever, were acquirements which iniglit 
be equalled, if not surpassed, by man}' 
women of superior talents and education. 
But when the evenings came, which were 

so (Jelightfully passed either iu chemical 
\ 

,o'’periments, in reading to her, or in ac¬ 
companying her when she played or sang, 
or in listening to the sound of hc.r pecu¬ 
liarly melodious voice in conversation,— 
then it was that he felt the full force of 
thl'Sacrifice he had made? But he was 
too affectionate-to be selfish j and when 
he afterwards wrote, he spoke not of liis 
loneliness, lest it should make'lier shorten 
per st{?y. 

When Mrs. Fanshaw alighted from 
her carriage at the Hal), “ I am ^ery 
aqgry wdth you, Mr. 7 Vevillyan,” said 
she, half jokingly, “ for not writing to 
15 
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me; and you see I’m come" to punish 
you with my company for some time, 
tSea-bathing is very agreeable and bene¬ 
ficial to me, so 1 come utiinvitecfT — 
but pray let mfi see ray friend, naughty 
man that you are !” 

Ml'. Trevillyan, stammered out some 
excuse Ibr his omission,,an apology for 
not having invitefd her, and his pleasure 
at seeing h'er ; but a quick glance of her 
eye detected the" insincerity of all thir:' 
she did not, however, notice it otherwise. 
Mr. Tiftvillyan led her up stairsT and 
introduced her whtre she was a much 
more welcome guest. His wife vu?.V^- 
■‘lining upon af sofa, and looking nearly 
as pale as her robe, Vhen she en¬ 
tered ; — but she was alive to the plea¬ 
sure ol’ being* folded to tlie bosom of 
that affectionate friend. ' 

This proof of the extreme kindness of 
that friend, contrasted with the absolute 
wantof commonattentiou she experienced, 
elsewhere, quite overcame her, and she 

VOL. II. L 
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i’ainted in fier arms. She was some time 
ere she recovered: she'was then taken 
tw her bed, and not allowed to speak. 

Mrs. Mordant was very thankful for 
the benefit of such a companion. The} 
were now left alone; and having always 
lived in the happiest terms of intimacy, 
there was no necessity for hiding any 
thing from each other. 'They had there- 
fore a verv unreserved conversation ; and 
Mrs. Fanshaw expressed herself quite 
shocked at what she termed the brutality 
of Mr. Trevillyan. She cares'sed the 
little infant with maternal fondness, and 
repeated t|ie promise made to 
its mother. 

Dinner was announced, and it was 
quite necessary the ladies should attend ; 
and they agreed that it was more politic 
not to show resentment to him, as it was 
just possible he might take the liberty of 
thinking that he was master of his-ow'ii 
Sastle, and should be glad to choose his 
own guests. “ Not that I should be 
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very quick in taking such a hint,” said 
Mrs. Fanshaw, “ while I feel that my 
presence is serviceable to my friend »— 
and if the man absolutely turns me out, 
it shall go hard if I do not contrive to 
run away with her too.” 

Wlien they entered the dining-room, 
they were astonished to. see a magnificent 
service ol'plate‘paraded on the sideboard 
and table. The dinner passed* heavily, 
as if there was no heart and no sentiment 
in common to the party. 

We* have frequently remarked,” that if 
there is one point *upon which people dif¬ 
fer, and wliich is Ijierefqre careftsPy ex¬ 
cluded from t;onversation, whether it be 
politics or dopiestics, there always appears 
a weight ujion thq spirits, a confinement 
which prevents all ease and sociability. 
Here there were several pointsatvariance^ 
upon \'Phich it was necessary to be silent j 
ami though great etiquette and civility 
was observed,, there was no cordiality. 
I'here appeared a great deal of stately 

L 2 
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dulness; three servants waited, where 
there were only three people at table. 

Our ladies did not indulge Mr. Tre- 
villyair with niuch of their company after 
dinner. “ Oh! ho !” said'Mrs. lanshaw, 
when she again seated herself in the easy 
chair of his dressing-room, which he was 
very unwillingly obliged to forego during 
his wife’s indisposition, “ I find all this 
ostentatious ceremony is to let me know 
'T’Vm a stranger, rather than an Intimate ; 
and the parade with which he treats me 
is to iridicate that 1 am not expected to 
stay long. But'I shAll tire him out, I 
caia-tf.lj, him ; — so he may just put his 
old plate, the collection of centuries, 
into his coffers again.” 

Day after day, however, the massy 
plate was displayed, and there was an 
increase rather than diminution of cere¬ 
mony j but Mrs. Fanshaw would not 
appear to see it, and took no hint from,it. 
She breakfasted in the diessing-room with 
Mrs. Mordant j after which her carriage 
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M'as generally at the door to take her and 
her little boy to bathe and she daily wrote 
to her husband, to say how much they 
were improved by it. She thcrefoi'e sel¬ 
dom saw Mr.'Trevillyan till dibner, when 
lie was always in attendance to hand her 
to her scat. , 

The Invalid, cheered by the good 
spirits and hftppy countenance of her 
friend, recovered daily. .She, wda soon 
enabled to ac(?ompany her for aiT iiiii 
ing; and in the course of nearly five 
weeks after her arrival, Mrs. Trevillyan 
once more toflk She head of her table. 

Soon after tlMs, Mr. TrevilLvan made 
an opporturiity of asking her, how long 
her friends meant to rrtnain in his house? 
—said, he thought it a great liberty of 
any one to' take up their abode there 
unasked, and desired she wou’d by «o 
means press their continuance. 

. Mrs. Trevillyan felt shocked ; but she 
• thought this wus a proper opportunitiy tt) 
speak to him of his child, and she re- 
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quested to know when it would be fu: 
pleasure that she should be christencd — 
she informed him that her brother liad 
oiFered, to sti^nd godfather to her, and 
her mothei and Mrs. Faushaw had made 
similar proposals. 

Mr. Trevillyan’s Countenance dark¬ 
ened ; — “ Madam,” said he, “ if the 
ladies stay for that, I beg it may be 
over aa soon as possible : — but -for your 
*lvciher, I desire it to be distinctly un¬ 
derstood, tliat when I married you, I 
had no ..idea of making my house an 
hditel for your friends.,, Mrs. Fansh^w’s 
making such a visitation, has already 
been“an"’ unnecei^sary Expense, and I do 
not feel myself ?t all inclined to con¬ 
tinue it. If it is requisite, I can stand 
myself to your child, ~ or Ihl tell you 
Wthat yan may do,” and bis face bright¬ 
ened at the happy thought he hqd im¬ 
bibed, “ you may ask Mr. I'anshaw to 
come, he likes to be busy j and then, — 
let us see,—he may be here on Monday 



MATRIMONIAL FELICITIES. , ‘223 

night, then the christening sliall be on 
Tuesday, and they may all go off on 
Wednesday. And now, madam, that you 
know my will, I expect you will seso'hd 
my views : I. ,am going to t»wn upon 
business, so they can’t stay here.”—Say¬ 
ing this, he very coolly took his departure 
from her presence*, and left her to digest 
his altered conejuct as pleased her best. 

She remained absorbed in unpleasant 
reflections until the noise of lier bqbi^ . 
in her motlier’s arms, roused her. Mrs. 
Mord.ant saw something had agitated 
her, but Clara wiliii iiot make her a party 
to this conversation and her uneasiness. 
She wrote tj) hef brother, to sa)f Mr, 
Trevillyan was obliged to leave home 
upon business, and therefore she must, 
however rfuith it* militated against her 
inclinations, decline his offer. 

Mr.,Fortescue had also written a \"ery 
affectionate letter, inviting hei’, her hus¬ 
band, and baby„ to town for the win^r.. 
■— This she liad not courage to show 

L 4 * 
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Mr. Trevillj'an, and she knew her wishe;- 
would not be consulted, and that he 
would put a decided negative upon any 
suck scheme. 

« c 

Tuesday came, and ifbroitght Mr. 
Fanshaw, who met his amiable wife with 
that heartfelt pleasirrc, which none but 
such minds are capabte of feeling :—his 
presence, too, seemed to recall his host 
to S 9 me sort of better humoury 
. ,^/kfter dinner, the little Christian was 
brought inU) the parlour j — it was a 
much prettier infant than those pf that 
age generally are ; anc^it was so lively and 
animated, that Mr. Fanshaw declared, 
ex*ceptfng his 6wn, lie h£|d never seen 
so lovely a child, 

Mr. Trevillyan had never examined it 
till now, and was quite suiprised to find 
^hat it,.really was a beautiful child j— 
he took her in his arms, and imiprinted 
the first paternal kiss she had ever re- 
, cqived. The little creature- stretched 
out her arms, and appeared to notice 
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him ; and from this time, he deigned to 
look upon her with something like 
kindness. 

The l^’anshaws now proposed, that as 
Mr. TreVillyart was leaving home, Mrs. 
Trevillyan, and her mother, and child, 
should return with them to Darlington; 
— but this was not , permitted, — he 
would not hear*of it. Tlie friends sepa¬ 
rated with regret; — but Mr. XreviMyan 
felt at home again when he saw tReif 
carriage drive off. Mrs. Mordant accom¬ 
panied them for a short visit. 
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'CHAR XII. 

Eliza thinks hiippincss consists in state, 

She’ll well an idiot ta eat off plate. 

«< 

Then she plots, tlien she ruminates, then she devises. 

Merisi iVircs of Windsor. 

• Hopes and Fears. 

Time passed rapidly on, and the spring 
was faf advanced j but Mr. 'rrc<7illyan 
forgot his business, anti never left liome, 
whei^i he continued in tolerably ill hu¬ 
mour, making himself^ anft all around 
him, as uncomfoVtable as possible. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fanshaw had been pass¬ 
ing a gay winter in town : — Miss Eliza 
Dennisbn had been invited by some 
friends to accompany them to Leumipg- 
ton, which she joyfully accepted, apd 
* thbught it a happy escape from the stu¬ 
pidity of the Rectory. 
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Mrs. Langton found herself alone, and 
entirely upon her own hands just now ; 
so she wrote to Miss Dennison, to k»o\v 
wliat she was doing at Leamington, and 
whether therfe was any thing, going on 
worthy her attention. Nothing could be 
so apposite to, that damsel’s views at 
this juncture; —the p.arty she was with 
were just leaving it, at the very moment 
when slie flattered herself she ^s in 
the high road”to the attainment oT all’ 
her dearest wishes. 

To^ quit Leamington, at tMs time, 
was- destructibn “to her hopes ; when, 
influenced, no doubt, by her .guardian 
angel, Mrs. (Langton oflered to’ join her. 
She instantly wrote her*anxious intreaties 
to lose no time on the road, and she had 
the happiness of seeing her arrive the 
very evening which preceded the depaf- 
ture ctf her other friends. 

. As economy was the order of the day, 
‘(and night too,) they slept in the sJme 
room ; — and there, many a plan was 

L 6 
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cogitated, many a scheme laid ; but 
Eliza had now too miich experience 
to^speak so as to be overheard, — Soiitli- 
amp\on had taught her a lesson in that. 

There ’was, among nwiiy o’lhers, a 
wealthy West Indian, newly arrived in 
England, and who was^ travelling about 
the kingdom in search df health and plea¬ 
sure. He was (iark-con»plexioned, and 
very, plain in his person ; a man of great 
x'amty, and very little • intellect: — his 
delight was in the brillialicy and splen¬ 
dour of.his carriage and liveries, «nd to 
have every thy)g belonging to . him 
equally well appointed.' In short, to be 
very conSspicuous was* Ihe^acrae of his 
ambition. 

We are afraid we have no right to won¬ 
der—for the case is to'o coitnn'on,—that 
the ladies were all vying with (>ach other 
for the honour ol'a seat by his sidcton tlje 
dicky of his landau. None ever enjoyed it, 
unless they W'ere particular ly well dressed* 

There was a style, an air of fashion 
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about Eliza Dennison, superior to the 
generality of young women :—her clothes 
wei'e not rich, or particularly handsomj^ j 
but every one allowed that* she Imd'the 
art of pdtting them on better than most 
other young ladies : — her figure was 
beautiful and gracef ill, and her face hand¬ 
somer than either* of her sisters ; so the 
otters of the en\Med seat to her were much 
more fre(|uent than to any other 'lady. 
Sometimes, too, ’he allowed her to take 
the reins, and was quite astonished at her 
skill; Imt she had had a very good pre¬ 
ceptor in her tfath^^r. 

There was always one or two allowed 
to occupy the*iiisid*e of Mr. Melv^inglon’s 
fine landau. Eliza had some fears of intro¬ 
ducing a rival in Mrs. Langton j but she 
thought of*sefcuriiig her fidelity by other 
means; so she made her her co’ifidanf.^ 
aiid giwve many promises for the future, 
if,she would only assist her in securing 
him. And having thoroughly explained* 
themselves, and their designs to each 
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other, the fcorapact was settled, and Mrs- 
Langton introduced to the wealthy object 
of their schemes. He was enchanted with 
hef, and Eliza, at first, heartily repented 
the exper iment she had 'ihade.' But for 
once Mrs. Langton was honourable; — 
she soon found nothing was to be made of 
him at cards —he never gambled: and 
that he took much too good care of his 
nio?rey to part with a guinea without 
value I’cceived. There'was no other way 
then to turn this precious ingot to 
account, but by marrying hiin<ito her 
friend, and she induste’ioPisly set about it. 

The next day she 'was offered a scat 
on ^thc'' dicky,' and Eliza jsaw them set 
off’with doubtful satisfaction. However, 
Mrs. Langton took an opportunity of 
speaking of Eliza DeiinisoVi, and brought 
jound^he subject so judiciously, that she 
made him suppose that he himself had 
started it. She praised her highly, and 
o spoke of her talents with the warmest 
encomiums. 
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Mr. Melvnigton was not what is called 
a marrying-mari, yet he found himself 
much pleased at the conversation, and 
not quite satisfied which of«the laches’ he 
liked bes't. He divided his attentions 
between them, paid them high compli¬ 
ments, and at the *end of a fortnight, 
fancied himself vefy near falling in love ; 
and Mrs. Laneton assured liim it w'i\;. 

Cr 

w'ith Eliiiif. 

After a conversation one day, w’hen 
he had been drawn-in to be more exifiana- 
tory otihis admiration than he intended, 
lie called liimseif to an qccount for ivhat 
he was doing-jand fearing lest he 
should coimnjt himself still fafther* he 
ordered his servants to Ivave all things in 
readiness to set off the next morning for 
Cheltenham. 

MHien most of the company had as-» 
sefiibled at breakfast, Mr. Afeivington’s 
c^riage drove up, evidently jiacked for 
a^ journey. The ladies were alarmod,* 
and could not tell what to think of ii. 
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The hero, “soon after, entered the room, 
and took liis usual seal by Eliza •, and 
tpld her that he had been delayed three 
week« longai’ than he intended staying, 
merely by the force of lier chat ms ; but 
that now he was immediately obliged to 
go to Cheltenham, lie earnestly hoped, 
however, he should have the good for¬ 
tune to meet both the lodies again ; for 
he “knew none who had so strongly in- 
tCA'estcd him. 

This, and a great deal more to the same 
effect,..and something indeed still more 
complimentary,, said < low to Eliza, he 
repeated many times f but he was wise 
enough'to take care that tfjere should be 
no word she cotdd take hold of, and she 
sat the image of surprise and despair. 

The ladies had fl’attefhd' themselves 
"that the game was in tlieir hands j what 
then was their dismay, at findingdhe bird 
on its wing untouched! ^ 

.'Mr. Melvington had watched tke 
countenance of Eliza when he men- 
IS 
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tionetl Ills inlendcd departu. e, and felt 
his vanity gratified that his influence over 
Jier should be witnessed by so many peo¬ 
ple. Yet, in the midst ofi his triuifiph 
the cruet mafi. tore himself away; and 
without any prospect of a future meet¬ 
ing, farther than c’hance and accident 
might afford, hd mounted his dicky, 
and with many kisses of^his hand, drove 
off: 

W'hat was now to be done ? was ii® to 
be allowed to escape, when hel|j^d been 
so nearly trapped ? Certainly not — the 
genius of intrig^ie forba4 it. 

The next miW’ning Mrs. Langton 
entered the biicakfast-ro6!n, witlf a dread¬ 
ful lieadache, and exceedingly languid. 
She had now just found out that Lea¬ 
mington difi Aot a^ree with her; she had 
never been welt since the first day of hei; 
aiyival., 

jShe was advised to go to Cheltenham 
instead of Leaigington ; but Miss El^a. 
Dennison was so fond of this place, that 



THE , OK, 

she had ipdiiccd her to' come theic; 
miless, however, hsc ibtuid herself inate- 
rialiy better, in a few hours, she should 
set ofil as she dreaded a low fever, to 
which site was subject, ai;id which always 
began in this way. The result was, that 
long before tlinnei; the fair ones had 
taken wing for Cheltenham. 

They arrived there th,p next morning, 
and,going to the library, they «oon found 
oyt where Mr. Mclvington had taken up 
his qu|p|ers, and they took lodgings in 
tl’e immediate vicinity, wisely judging 
that there would be ^nor^ opportunity of 
privacy there than at i\ boarding-house. 

Mr.'iJelvington had certainly admired 
Eliza, and he /cit very stupid and very 
solitary where he was : there w'as nothing 
there which could foS a iKoment engage 
his attention — not a woman he could 
possibly offer a seat upon his dipky f o ; 
and it looked knowing to be seen drivjing 
a, handsome well-dressed woman. 

He was again thinking of shifting hh 
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ijiiarters, whe\, in the Well-waik, to his 
'.urprise, and po*^si!>iy j)leasLuc, he met 
Mrs. Langton and her irienii. 

The former coni[)iaincd fnuch of -ill 
liealth, thongii* ,tliere was no /;orrobo- 
ration of it in lier looks. She said she 
had torn Eliza away from Leamington to 
accompany her, mach against her incli¬ 
nation ; tor slic v^as so foitd of tiiat place, 
that, she believed, slie would like to gtay 
there all the summer. 

Eliza blushed, and very prettily, averted 
her faccj and appeared to dread meeting 
his eyes: — she spofcie little, and seemed 
by no means anxious to attract his atten¬ 
tion. He accompaniefl ‘the hriles* t6 
their lodgings, and promised to call again 
'nn the course of the morning; and said 
he would order»his earriage to be brought 
to, him there, when he hoped an airing 
woitld be beneficial to her.—He was by 
no Jneans averse from showing two such 
iiaiWsome women to hig male coiry- 
panions. 
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All this promised well—what followed 

was still better. He crfmc punctually to 

his appointment; and when the landau 

drove up, !Mrs. Lahgton observed that she 

did not'leel well enough' to venture on 

the dicky; but having a book in which 

she was much interested, she would, 

•» 

with his leave, takb the inside, while 
Eliza would go* with him. 'I'o this Eliza 
st’'©ngly objected, but was ' quite over¬ 
ruled by Mrs. Langtoii, and accordingly 
they set olK 

The day was uncommonly .h'ne, and 
all the visitors wej-e ridino' or driving 
out. They met nuilibers, and Mr. Mel- 
vingt^ii frequently stopped to chat. In 
the evening he was asked by several 
dashers, “ who that very fine woman 
was that he was driving ?*’ Some called 
him .'-i monopoliser of beauty, and de¬ 
clared that the lady in the inside w<^ as 
handsome as that on the outside. ^One 
.offered a bet upon th's point; asserting 
it as his opinion, that the girl upon the 
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ilicky was the handsomest and the most 
stylish he had seen for many a day. All 
this was attacking Mr. Melvington on his 
vulnerable side; and before ,he retired 
to rest, he found Jiimself more indanger, 
—more in love than ever. 

The next day Mrs. Langton took her 
seat on the box, 'and Eliza staid at 
home. The fonyer took‘occasion to re¬ 
mark how wery much poor Eliza w,as 
changed within this fortnight; that hgr 
spirits, which used to be so charming, 
were nqw totally gone; and that al¬ 
though she excrted.hcrsejf before com¬ 
pany to appear cheerful, and to amuse 
her, yet, whem^ver she was’’left altsile. She 
was always found in tears^; and then she 
"ingeniously insinuated that she strongly 
suspected dfsappoiitted affection would 
ruin her health. 

llr. !^Ielvington swallowed all this with 
thejutmost greediness— it was a delicious 
rofast for his insatiable vanity : — he dij;! 
not immediately know what his intentions 
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were, or 'what he meant sliouJd result 
I'roai his present feelings ; however, he 
.determined her affection for him should 
be pretty 'generally known at Clielten- 
ham, b’at he wished to dawdle on a little 
longer before he decided either way,—in 
the meanwhile he could show her off’ to 
his admiring friends : but tlie gentleman 
was playing with those svho had more in¬ 
sight ipto the game than he’. So confi¬ 
dent w'as he of his owii strength, that he 
kept iio guard over himself; and one 
evening, being a little more excited than 
usual, he made a defclafation of his love, 
which Eliza iustantl}’ construed into an 
offer or Iiis hand, and she accepted it 
with ill-disguised avidity. 

Mr. Melvington thought the lady rather 
anticipated him ; but she looked very 
handsome, and was very much admired ; 
and though marriage was not amongst'his 
list of blessings, yet he supposed he m^ght 
do as well as his neiglrbours, so he gkve 
himself up to love and sentiment. 
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Love certaiii'ly improves sotnt: men : — 
}) 0 (>r Mr. Melvington, however, was not 
incntlod bvit; — and what is so mawkish 
as sentiment from a fool? 

However, Miss Dennison was Courting 
the Jiorses, landau, liveries, house in town, 
and twenty other hne things which she 
was to obtain through the medium of this 
object; she, therefore, saw none of his 
defects, anil was as blind as Cupid him¬ 
self. fsiie was pi'esented with a set -of 
pretty oiiiainents from Hamlet’s, and 
every thing appeared to go on entirely 
to the young lady’s? satisliiction. 

She wrote to afl her Ifiends, appris¬ 
ing them of^her great good Yortiine, 
arid amongst the rest •to Mr. Trevil- 
lyan, to whom she said that she had 
had many opportunities of marrying, 
(a^ all young ladies who keep*single* 
ralier longer than they wash have had,) 
bni that she never note; should marry 
I'rom love; she thad therefore reject®d 
them all j but that, induced by the great 
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assiduity aiid importunities of Mr. Mel- 
vingtori, and feeling that all her friends 
would condemn her for refusing such 
an allianci^^ she had consented. His 
fortune ^was four thousand a year; he 
had already made her handsome pre¬ 
sents, and that she had suftered her¬ 
self to he persuaded to consent to so 
early a day as six weeks fronp the 
present time. 

.The day after all these letters had 
been dispatched, Mr. Melvington was 
joined by a West Indian friend,,and by 
a gentleman who had l>ecn in the s.ame 
house with the ladies and himself at 
Leamihigton. 

His friend, IV^r. Wharton, having learnt 
what was upon the carpet, and not hav-' 
ing the highest of all possible ideas of 
his understanding, was talking one day 
with his Leamington acquaintance, wiio 
made no scruple of saying there ne|<„i 
was a more dead-set at a man than tfiat 
of these ladies at Mr. Melvington. 
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Mr. Wharton, the West 'Indian, in¬ 
stantly went to tiim, and, assisted by the 
other gentleman, rallied him so unmeroi- 
fully, upon what he was plaascd to call 
his folly. In saddling himself with such a 
clog as a wife, that poor Melvington, who 
could neither bear or parry ridicule, be¬ 
gan to wish Miss Dennison at Jamaica: 
but as his wishes* alone could not send 
her there, and as he smarted uijdef the 
lash of Mr. Whatrton’s raillery, he con¬ 
fessed he began to be tired of it, and 
would put himself under his direction. 

His friend saw the arb^antage he was 
gaining, and proposed a trip to M^Ivenj, 
as a place he b^d not yet seen. lie never 
left him till the carriage was at the door, 
’—and Melvington was too much afraid 
of being a butt for his friend’s ridicule 
to take leave of Miss Dennison. 

Iphey.continued at Malvern for three 
we^ks, although only proposing to stay 
three days. Mr.. Melvington found hfe 

VOE. 11. M 
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love abate Jjrogressively, and at the end 
of this time he scarcely foved at all. 

. Miss Dennison had written repeatedly 
to him;—but when love is upon the 
wane, nofhing serves to make it’ go down 
so fast as importunity from the ci-devant 
object. Every letter, therefore, of her’s 
caused a decl^ansion of his admiration, 
and it soon /eached the last step. Mr. 
Wharton, quite satisfied of his cure, 
returned with him to Cheltenham. 

Miss Dennison had repeatedly heard 
of her fugitive; but every information 
was always accompanied with, “ they 
vrei;e fo leave Malvern the day after I 
left them, and to return here.” But 
for this uncertainty, the ladies would, ^ 
assuredly, have required, the bracing air 
of those hills. 

It Inay very naturally be imagined, 
that from whatever motive Eliz-a acfed, 
she was now in a very awkward l\nd 
Unenviable situation. The thing had 
been made public enough; and she 
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watched, with fretful anxiety, for the 
return of her swain. 

One evening, however, she had the 

# • 

satisfaction of seeing her imich Icniged- 
for carriage drive up to the Boarding¬ 
house, and she sat, with breathless agi¬ 
tation, waiting h^s visit; she prepared 
herself to be pleased or plFended, as cir¬ 
cumstances required. But he was in no 
haste to pay it. 

She refused to accompany Mrs. Laflg- 
ton to the rooms, because she was sure 
of his coming: — had she gone, she 
would have seefl Mm, for he sauntered 
in with his friend.*^ Mrs.^ Langtqp sa^vj, 
but could not speak to him :— she went 
there upon business of nfore importance 
to herself, and she ^ave her whole atten¬ 
tion to her car(3s. When the party broke 
up,^she looked for him, but he was»off. 

'Ilhe irext morning they went to the 
Wejfl, but he was not there. Many were 
the* cogitations of* the. ladies; and £liz3, 
was just about writing to request an 

M 2 
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interview, when they heard ^ rap at their 
door. She had just time to make up 
her mind how she should receive him, 
and what she should say to him, when 
a stranger was introdu'ced, whom she 
instantly knew to be Mr. Wharton. 

Mr. Wharton was ?■ shrewd, sensible, 
cool-headed man, who thought himself 
quite a match for any argument which 
could be advanced by two women,— 
wliom he certainly di^ not consider as 
the wisest part of the creation, and for 
whom' he had not too much reverence. 

He represented liiraself as coming 
from Mr* Mejvingtpn, with a message; 
that although he had the^»highest regard 
and opinion of Miss Dennison, yet 
his health and his h^abits were so unset¬ 
tled, as to render it impossible he could 
ever *be deserving the blessing of, her 
hand; and, therefore, all things ertnsi- 
dered, he thought it by far the wisest 
plan to break off the matter entirely. 
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The ladies‘declared that to be quite 
impossible, and ‘urged many reasons why 
it was so. 

Mr. Wharton returned jthat, jn 'his 
opinion, 'the ’woman who was bold 
enough to marry his friend, would be in 
no enviable situation. 

Miss Dennison’said, ^‘that was her 
look out.” 

Mr. WKarton shifted his ground*, .And 
said, “that MrJ Melvington would, be 
obliged to return to Jamaica.” 

The^ersevering lady would be happy 
to accompany Him* all the world over, if 
it were necessary.** 

This tack * would not do, so he* re¬ 
sorted to his grand auxiliary, which he 

was certain must be final_He said, 

“ Mr. Melvington had already formed a 
C9nnection, which, though iiot*a legal 
oil'e, was, nevertheless, one which he 
wks sure he would never break through.’* 

“ I'll take my chance for that, sir,’* 
retui’ned the determined lady. 
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Provoked, indignant, and thoroughly 
confirmed in the suspicions he had of 
tltpir laying a scheme to enttap his 
friend} he lost sight of the little delicacy 
or consideration he ever ‘possessed for a 
lady’s feelings or nerves, and accused 
them of laying a deliberate plot against his 
unwary friend ; and he said that had she 
consented to his proposition at first, he 
had' been authorised to offer Her a large 
sum of money by way of compensation for 
her disappointment; but as he could bring 
proofs enough of their connivancerin any 
court they may choos'e to sue him in, he 
defied t|iem to ^get a^ guinea. He then 
rose, and left them to dime with what 
“ appetite they may.” 

Thus baffled in every endeavour to get 
a rich husband, poor Eliza began to 
despair*, — and as the report of the ap¬ 
proaching marriage was widely cir<^u- 
lated, she did not like wearing the willi(w 
'at* Cheltenham. She determined, how¬ 
ever, to sue Mr. Melvington for a breach 
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of promise of marriage, and. longed for 
some one'who would manage the busi¬ 
ness for her. 

Mrs. Langton had’enroll^d herself with 
a set of card-players, who were not quite 
so well tutored as herself, — they part¬ 
ed with their money freely, and she 
pocketed it with’equal complacency. 

From this society, therefore, she had 
no inclination to move: and arvi 9 ngst 
the visitors at'the rooms she saw^Mr. 
and Mrs. Watson, who afforded herself 
and tjie company so much atnusement 
at Southampton, and who had no objec¬ 
tion to unlimited* loo. She immediately 
made up to^them, aniTthej^ tvere* quite 
delighted at the honpur of the recog¬ 
nition ; the next morning she called 
upon thdtn,* offered to show them the 
lions, and introduce them to hej society. 
■*—This was the very thing they wanted; 
^nd they thought Mrs. Langton the most 
•charming woman in the world. 

M 4 
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CHAP. XIH. 


your follies fighi against yourself. 

Richard II, 


Mortificationi,. 

Miss Efiza Dennison had been intro¬ 
duced to the Watsons. But at that time 
her head (not her heart) was full^f the 
bright visions of futurHy which her 
marriage was to realise. Such people 
as these''wfre then'far beneath her 

A 

acquaintance: but no sooner had the 
perfidious swain turned his back upon 
Cheltenham, and she had sorrowfully 
proved the downfall of all her hopes, 
than her policy returned. She consi¬ 
dered that time flew fast, and that her 
youth would fly with it,j and that as 
she had uniformly failed in her higher 
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schemes afition, it might Jije well now 
to descent} a step. 

There were many rich and highly 
respectable men in Birmingham, and her 
fashion and iher beauty wog;ld cut a 
conspicuous figure there. Birmingham 
might be a place de^ reserve, when others 
had failed. 

With this prpdent foresight, she be¬ 
came very attentive to the Watsons, .and 
even condescended to accompany t]?em 
to a ball at the rooms, fully determined, 

however, not to dance with him, and 

• • 

putting all her, wits in requisition how 
to escape it. 

Mrs. Watson Was very expensA'ely 
dressed, and *looked vqry pretty; but 
Eliza was always an ornament to a ball¬ 
room. She* need fiot have given herself 
any annoyance or apprehension^ about.^ 
dahcing; with Mr. Watson ; he appeared 
to have another crotchet in his head, 
and totally forgo^ that politeness required . 
he should ask her. 

M 5 
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He insisted they should- place them¬ 
selves near the entrance of the room, 
•wjiiere he seemed to sit upon the tenter¬ 
hooks of expectatidn. He was dressed 
in an entire new suit ,pf clothes, the 
very pink and extreme of fashion. 

Eliza was very sooh an object of attrac¬ 
tion to the gentlemerl'; and the master 
of the ceremonies introduced her to a 
verydesjrable partner, and Mrs. Watson 
soon followed. 

The master of the ceremonies finding 
a great scarcity of gentlemen^ asked 
Mr. Watson to {iancej but he “ preferred 
sitting by at present,and he kept his 
station close to the door. ^ 

There were many damsels unwillingly 
become wall-flowers, and casting wistful"' 
looks upon the gay scene, id which they 
* were Rot destined to partake. 

The second dance of the first set ivas 
just commenced, when a dashing young 
v^oman, very naked and very undaunted 
in her appearance, entered, leaning upon 
the arm of an old gentleman, her father. 
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It was'^J^iss Dareal, wljom we once 
before met at .Mrs, Mordant’s party. 

Mr. Watson had heard this young lady 
talked of in the billiard-room, as likely to 
be a leading/character at Chekeniiamj— 
many were thinking of the means of get¬ 
ting introduced to Jier. In fact, nothing 
was spoken of but Miss Dareal, and her 
large fortune. ^ 

This \yas much more than enoju^h to 
fire Mr. Watscyi’s ambition, ^nd he de-. 
termined to accomplish that by a coup 
de main, which otlters might be a month 
in obtaining., Tj^e moment she* entered, 
and he saw the igiaster of the ceremonies 
bowing, and hastening ap to •then>, and 
looking rouifd the room for a partner, he 
stepped forward and offered himself for 
an introduction 4;o Miss Dareal for the 
dance. 

; The lady eyed him from top to toe,— 
but her eye had likewise glanced round 

.the room,—none of the beaux she wished 

• • • 

to engage were arrived ; and as she was 

M 6 
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too proud of her excellence fti this ac¬ 
complishment to relish sitting still by the 
side of her father, she yielded a haughty 
assbpt, and stood up.. 

Her partner had now pjjtaiped the 
summit of his wishes, and was very desir¬ 
ous of engaging her in conversation, un¬ 
til they reached the top.cf the room; and 
showed himself an adept in aping the 
follies of his superiors, by neyer being 
ready to dance when the. figure required 
his attention. 

The lady, howevei*, did not repay his 
endeavours to amuse^ her by a *single 
smile; she soon read his character, and 
gave .a contemptuous monosyllable to his 
best and longest studied condpliments and 
observations. She pretended not to hear 
any of his flattering speeches,;— but our 
hero was not to be dismayed; and as 
they were now. arrived at the head of the 
set, he thought how much he should 
surprise andplease her by his fine dancing. 
Off they set; Mi‘. Watson jumped and 


to 
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shuffled and out, like a^parched pea 
upon a hot shpvel : nothing in the room 
could cope with him. And so great 
was the dread of .the ladies for tlfeir 
flounces^ and/urbelows, that they all with 
one accord, and a look of contempt, 
made way for him.. He drew all eyes to 
himself, and appeared to think this the 
criterion of his merifc: meanwhile the 
perspiration was running down his face 
in streams, we jnight almost sa'y torrents, 
to the infinite amusement of the whole 
company. 

Mils Dareal had been used to attract 
all observation ,to herself, and by no 
means relished the m©.nopoly *of ut* by 
another; nc** even would she choose to 
divide the attention with our hero. When 
therefore ,thgy came to about seven cou¬ 
ples of the bottom, she walked down, and 

left Mr. Watson skipping by hfmselfl_ 

She was soon joined by the young men 
She had been looking for, to whom she 
stood talking : she was indeed very* sa- 
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tirically quizzing her partnei'^ when he 
came up to her. “ O ho,” said he, fa¬ 
miliarly, “ why you stole a march upon 
m6 I” and then, in.a tone of great self- 
complacency, he added, warm work 
this, ma’am, amazing warm w'ork ; but I 
think we got through it vastly well, didn’t 
we ? I don’t think I’vef' been so hot for 
a long while, ma'am ; don’t I look very 
hot?”, 

l^horobghly provoked and disgusted 
with his vulgarity, and determined, if pos¬ 
sible, to give him a set-down, she said, 
loud enough for all arpurjd her to hear, 
“ Yes indeed, sir, you do; and 

Were there no diff’rence ’twixt griflse and grace, 

All heaven might shi,ne upon )’our face.” 

Mr. Watson not immediately compre¬ 
hending the meaning and' point of the 
lines, (although delivered very articu¬ 
lately,) and catching the words grace 
and heaven combined with his own face, 
doubted not it was a very high compli- 
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ment; with, a grin, therefore, of undis¬ 
sembled ‘delight, he made a very low 
bow. 

The young men»who surrounded. Her, 
and who were before reacTy to die with 
laughing, found this aggravation to the 
scene too much to withstand, so they 
indulged their mibility so loudly, that all 
attention was directed^ to them ; and the 
laugh with the lines was soon echoed 
through the rooms. 

Great as was Mr. Watson’s effrontery, 
it could not stand the ridicule and con¬ 
tempt which, e^ery where met his ear 
and his eye ; ajud without once thinking 
of his wife or Mfes Dennison, ^le quickly 
made his retreat from this scene of mor¬ 
tification. 

Mrs. Watson was dancing with a stranger, 
whose friend came up and acquainted 
.him .with the “ excellent joke j” and 
^though her partner, (knowing she was of 
• the same party,) tried as much as he coyld 
to prevent her hearing it, she collected 
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enough to learn that some lin^s had been 
made upon her husband; @nd the ironical 
smile with which they were repeated, 
shfcwed too plainly the nature of them. 
She wafe now,' however, in ^ler favourite 
element. Dancing to her was quite en¬ 
chanting, — so she .saw her husband 
glide out of the roortj# arid congratu¬ 
lated herself that few knew how nearly 
she was connected with him. 

Eliza Dennison too felt mortified that 
she h*ad allowed herself to be in company 
in public with such a man. She was 
thankful,* therefore, that he did not re- 
turn to convey them hpme; and Mrs. 
Langton »being in the* card-room, she, 
after having had some v#ry pleasant 
dances, and been* very much admired, 
returned with her. 

Eliza, however, did not choose to lose 
the acquaintance, so she and Mrs, 
Langton called the next morning; 
and so far were they from knowing any . 
thing of the affairs of the last night, that 
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they said they feared Mr. 'Watson must 
have been’ill, by so suddenly quitting 
the rooms. 

Quite pleased to tlTink tli^t the jiifront 
was not ‘so ptihlic as he apprehended, 
lie made up the matter with himself j 
and even took courage to venture to the 
billiard-room: — feere, however, the sig¬ 
nificant smile of derision assailed him, 
and he soon found that he hated Cjiel- 
tenham, where there was no good com¬ 
pany, and determined to leave it next 
day. 

Eliza called, «nd found them packing, 
on which occasion she expressed her 
regret so sensibly,* that* they gave’ h’er 
an invitation to Birmingham the next 
winter, the season of their festivities; 
and she promised to be with them if she 
could possibly get off from her ni|merou! 4 , 
engagements. 

,She had written to Mr. Trevillyan the 
sad conduct of. Mr. Melvington, whiph, 
she represented as the more extraordi 
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nary, as the affair was enlireiy his own 
seeking, and she had at 'first discouraged 
his addresses, and only yielded at last 
to ills, pressing importunities. 

Mr. Tfevillyan showed' his wife both 
her letters, and from her representation 
of the case, they * compassionated her 
ill [usage j he proposed to send her an 
invitation to Eldrington ; and although 
Clara never liked "her, ye't she was 
glad of any body, or siny thing, which 
could break the heaviness of do¬ 
mestic. dulness and discomfort Her 
child, indeed, .was AoW nearly sixteen 
months old, and was hfer constant amuse¬ 
ment : !ier hus!)and too w^s now looking 
forward again to the birth of an heir; 
but as he found his wife did not really 
possess the patent he suppose'd, his views 
twere somewhat tempered with doubt — 
and this did not make him the kss fret¬ 
ful, nor was she more happy. 

. (Miss Dennison arrived, and he soda 
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left off plaguing his wife, to attend to 
her. 

Once during a long walk she began 
talking of Mr. Melvington, *and solicited 
his prot’ectioft. and assistanoe in her 
scheme of retaliation upon him ; and 
after having discus*sed that affair, they 
naturally spoke of attachments in gene¬ 
ral,— of first •attachments, how few 
of these “were successful; and»4hen 
she sentimentally observed with a*sigb, 
that the affections, once deeply en- 
gaged,»were nevei* thorougldy repovered. 
This observatiUn ■^as ingtantly condrmed 
in Mr. Trevillyaifs mind by the thought 
of his wife:-j he asked fier if she alluded 
to hers^f? and what became ot‘ her first 
attachment? Eliza hesitated, blushed, 
and with *a 'confusion, very like good 
acting, answered, that he who $rst won 
h’er regards, had not thought them 
worthy his acceptance, for the very mo¬ 
ment he felt the interest he hadinJiec 
heart, he left her for another. 
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Mr. Trev^llyan was by nb means with¬ 
out vanity — he felt rather an odd sen- 
siition just now; but Eliza had no 
thought of .commilting herself farther 
than she could well extricate herself. She 
wished, by flattering him, to secure his 
zeal in her service, — but her own game 
was that of gaining a husband, not en¬ 
tering into an intrigue ;■ and she deter¬ 
mined tp pursue it with' every effort in 
her .power. She therefore took no notice 
of his countenance, or of the pressure 
of her. arm, which was leaning upon 
his, but went on, ^ For some time 1 
felt very keenly^ and ^as very unhappy : 
however, I called my prijle to my aid, 
and, I believe, few knew my disappoint¬ 
ment. 1 had several opportunities of 
marrying soon after — some very eli¬ 
gible Ques; but I was romantic then, 
and fancied my heart too deeply En¬ 
gaged to acknowledge a new master, 
<Poor Sophy, wks before me, and I 
did not like the example. Miss Mor- 
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dailt too was pining after ker lover — 
and certainly she has proved the truth 
of my assertion. — By the way, what do 
you think of your riOal?” 

“ My’ rival i” exclaimed Mr. Trevil- 
lyan, “ do you not know that he died be¬ 
fore I ever saw anything of the family?” 

“ Dear mel’^* innocently said she, 
“ I’m sure !• thought from the con¬ 
nection between the families that, you 
must have known — had I suppose^ you 
had been kept in ignorance — but per¬ 
haps then it is not true.” 

“ Not tilled vrfiatis not true?” said 

« 

he, stopping short, “ what do you 
mean ?” 

“ gone too far ^o retreat, I see,” 
said £hza. “ Mr. Fortescue is not dead, 
he was only Shipwrecked j and, if I mis¬ 
take not, he is now in England.’* Thwi, 
however, was her own surmise, and, like 
most of her surmises -— untrue. “ I’m 
quite certain of what 1 tell you} .but 
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pray do nol mention it, ordet it be sup¬ 
posed that I told you.” * 

^ Mr. Trevillyan was extremely agita¬ 
ted*; Ije toolv two oV three hasty strides, 
and then, quickly retuBrted. — “ Miss 
Dennison,” said he, I believe few men 
are attached to theii* heirs, particularly 
when they happen to’be only distantly 
related; there has always subsisted a 
coolness between that brancli of the 
family and mine, and I \«ili have as little 

to do with them as possible-My 

estate, .this very spot on whigh we 
stand,” added he, mth*^ rising choler, 
“ is entailed upon him if I die without 
a son; ' and yet Mrs. Trevillyan is so 
careless of herself^ that one wo^ think 
she was in league with the family. — 
I had rather——:r but do -ybu’know any 
more of ,Mr. Fortescue ?” 

“ Nothing at all,” said she, having 
satisfied her mischievous propensity. 
They returned home, Jbut Mr. Tje- 
villyan was not inclined to talk: he had 
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now abundance of scope fof indulging 
his spleen, — ncr doubt his wife’s altered 
health and spirits was owing to her 
knowledge of Mr. Fdttescue^’s return.'— 
Jealousy now hfst took any strong hold 
upon his imagination ; he had often in¬ 
deed been tenacious'of her affection for 
Henry’s memory*‘but it was idle to be 
jealous of a dead man. 

He detei-mined to go to town insteptly 
and ascertain th&truth of it j JVfiss Den¬ 
nison’s law-suit furnished a good excuse 
— and she readily gave her promise to 
remain with his»wife during his absence, 
and two days afterwards he set ofti 

Mrs. Trevillyan * was *by no' mfeahs 
pleased^ he*r compaiyon,* and would 
gladly rave been left alone. She con¬ 
fined hersetf very touch to her nursery, 
and to making preparations for her apr, 
proachyig confinement; and Miss Den¬ 
nison amused herself' with exploring, and 
making herself a,cquainted with the differ?, 
ent cottagers, with whom ishe often loiterr 
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ed, learniftg the news of’ the neighbour' 
hood; but she found‘this' dull work, 
even more stupid than the Rectory, so 
she Wjas quijte delighted by a letter she 
received .from her “ dear friend” Mrs. 
Watson, giving her a pressing invitation 
to repair to Birmingham as soon as 
possible, as there waS to be a musical 
festival held there, whiqh was expected 
to .be a very fine thing, and to which a 
particular friend of thek’s. Lord Ansell, 
was appointed one of the stewards. 

How glorious! nothing could promise 
better ; and she must be quite mistaken 
in her idea of Mr. .Watson’s society, 
sinde His particular* friend was Lord 
Ansell. ' 

Unlike a prophet then, he’^ust be 
somebody in his own country— and cei- 
•tainiy he was not honoured out of it. 

She wrote to Mr. Trevillyan, to say 
she had long been under the promise of 
.paying this visit to hef valued friend, 
whenever the festival took place; and 
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isvo days afterwards she bade adieu to 
Eldrington*. 

She was well received by Mr. and Mrs. 
Watson, who had a'hands^me house in 
Groat (ltarles»s,treet, a short ji^alk from 
’lie shop. 

The approaching ^ala seemed to have 
! uken jiossession Of the faculties of every 
])trsori they saw, and lier hopes were 
once more* excited. Mr. Watson wag all 
iiaste, al! bustle, all activity; and, ap¬ 
peared, as usual, to have some affair 
ueilitatinjr- 

There was toJae charitable subscrip- 
don nmiie at the* doors of the church, 
ind the y>latc:s were* appointed to'be ^eld 
I»y the li^st men of the,coulity. It was 
Mr. Watson’s wish — for W'hat purpose 
no one could* divfhe — to hold one of 
aese plates at a particular door. 

•There had been a strongly contested 
election very recently, and our indefa¬ 
tigable hero happily learnt, th^ t the plate* 
lie sighed for, was to be held by the very 

VOL. II. N 
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nobleman to whom he had given his lno^l 
strenuous exertions, — and hence the 
boasted friendship between him and Lord 
Arise!). 

Mr. Watson came home to dinner one 
day in high glee, rubbing his hands with 
great exultation: —•' “ Ladies,” said he, 
“ I have just been contriving a very 
pretty trip for you to-morrow morning ; 
and as I know the sex are neVter sorry to 
shov' themselves, why I’ll give you the 
opportunity; and who knows. Miss Den¬ 
nison, perhaps you may get a Jord for 
your husband! mote 'unlikely things 
have come to pass, I cUn tell you.” 

He then proceeded to^ open his pro¬ 
ject which wai, that they sh^Id go to 
Lornton, (the seat of Lord Arisell,) and 
send up Mrs. Watson’s compliments, with 
“a request to see his lordship; which hav¬ 
ing obtained, she was to remind 'his Idrd- 
ship that Mr. Watson was upon his com- 
‘ lAittee during his election—had procured 
him many votes — and done him much 
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service that all he asked, in return for 
these obligations, was simply to be al¬ 
lowed to be his proxy in holding tiie 
plate at the church. 

Mrs. Watson highly appToved the 
scheme of going to the lord — and she 
had no objection to the drive; but she 
did not like to pay the half of the car¬ 
riage, (for of being at the whole expense 
she never* had the least idea,)-.-sRo was 
going to start ’some objection, when he 
interrupted her, “ My life, don’t say a 
word nliout it—I have arranged? it all— 
and a very handsome - carriage will be 
here at eleven “q’dock^ to-moj;Tov^ I 
know his lo/dship’s admiration of the 
sex, and I’m sure he* can’t resist Tuch 

beautiful ladies — leave me alone for 

• • • , 

managing these things. — Had I sent a 
note, he might have answered, •that ‘ it 
w*as iro'J)OssibIe,’ but he can’t resist you — 

“ When ladies sue, men give like gods.” 

And if,” continued he, “,his lordship 

N 2 
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should introduce you to his sisters, which 
is ver}'^ likely, and they should ask you 
to. stay dinner, which I dare say they 
will^ you may stay. — You will pay no 
more for your carriage — I have made 
that a bargain — you may trust me for 
that—and I’ll come'out and dine with 
you. I remember very often, during the 
election, Lord Ansell used to say how 
glad he’d be to see me at Lornton. And 
one day, when I was saying how much I 
admired his grounds, and that I dared to 
say his house was as fine, he said- ‘ Mr. 
Watson, why don’t yoh come and see.’ 

I have often thought his lordship 
would be ofiended with me for not 
goihg; but this is a good opportunity 
of showing his lordship that I did not 
mean to slight him. I shall try to be 
<^ith ywi at dinner, but I have a great 
deal to do; and at any rate J shall 
come before you have left your desertd’ 
Eliza was now no novice, and she 
began to suspect the intimacy with the 
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Lord was iicrt quite so greart as she had 
been led to understand; however, she 
had, as Mr. Watson observed, no sor^ol’ 
disinclination to slibw hesself Hhefe it 
was lik^y slfe might attract*: —and as 
for the propriety of the visit, or the 
application for the plate, she was a 
stranger — not a* party concerned —and 
by no means accountable for it. 

The mbrning proved a fine pne^-.- the 
carriage came to a minute — the Jadies 
dressed themselves to their own different 
tastes -w— and, attended by a servant in a 
very gay livery, dff they set. 

The country ^as beautiful, and Eliza 
was much pleased with it. 

Upon their arrival •at Lornton, “Mrs. 
Watson punctually obeyed the injunc¬ 
tions of her fiusband—she sent a request 
to see his lordship. The servant r eturned 
tb the* carriage, saying that his lordship 
begged they would alight, and he would 
attend them instantly. They were shewn 
N 3 
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into a small room, where* they found 
that instantly was a very indefinite term. 

Their patience was nearly exhausted 
when he entered. Mrs. Watson put on 
her best manners while she ’madd her re¬ 
quest ; and had she not endeavoured to 
be superlatively amiable, he must have 
been highly pleased v^ith her; but her 
affectation gave her a vulgarity which 
could-not be overlooked. — In the zeal 
for the furtherance of‘her husband’s 
cause, she quite forgot to introduce Miss 
Dennisop, to whom, however, hi? lord- 
ship had bowed, , and kept his eyes upon 
her while he listened to’-the petitioner. 

Mi*. Watson judged rightly for once. 
His^ lordship ^as e. man of gallantry, and 
had seldom seen two prettier advocates ; 
yet, so awkward was the booh, that he 
declare4,he did not know how to manage 
it. Had the ladies themselves offered to 
take the plate from him, he should not 
have hesitated a moment, as he knew 
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too weli they were irresistible; but that 
all he now could grant would be, that 
Mr. Watson should hold the plate a§ if 
relieving him, while* he must be peat. — 
He then left-them, and reUirned in a 
minute, as if he had been merely to fetch 
some fruit, which Re offered them. Soon 
after, however, £hey were joined by two 
other gentlemen, and presently after, an- 
other yo&ng man, and they all entered 
very unceremoniously into conversation • 
with our ladies. 

Mrs. Watson was quite delighted — 
she talked awdy ^ith much more vivacity 
than good sensfi^ but Eliza knew per¬ 
fectly well ^what good mann'ers were; 
and she knew, too, h«w to repulserthose 
who were inclined to be too familiar. 
She now’ fouijd, that far from the ex¬ 
pected introduction to the young ladifcs, 
and their invitation to dinner, a few 
grapes, and many very fine compliments, 
were the most substantial things •thfty 
were likely to get; she therefore gave 
N 4 ‘ 
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her companion many a hint j but tiiat 
dear friend was too highly pleased with 
her visit to wish to shorten it, and poor 
Eliza found herself'in a very disagree¬ 
able situation. It Avas nojV that* she felt 
the full force of her own imprudence, in 
allowing herself to be made a party to 
this strange adventure.' 

The young men began opeaking of the 
game of' billiards they had just been play¬ 
ing. . Mrs. Watson said,' Miss Dennison 
played exceedingly well. The gentlemen, 
one and. all, were now clamorous that 
they should go to the biiliaf d-room. Eliza 
declined; but Mrs. WUtson exclaimed, 
“ Lord, Eliza, what makes you so odd 
to-day: do you neot remember how well 
you used to play, when a certain gentle¬ 
man, that shall be nameless^ used to 
attend y^u ? Besides,” added she, willing 
to let them know Miss Dennisetn had 
high acquaintances, “ remember Sir John 
Neerdowel, and how you used to play 
with him — I heard it all.” 
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“ Sophy Dennison, by alUthat’s rare,’* 
said one dt' the gentlemen, 

“ You are mistaken, sir,” answered 
Eliza, haughtily. 

“ Not so .ipuch mistaken^ neither,” 
said the provoking Mrs. Watson j “ it is 
Miss Eliza Dennismi.” 

The young flK;n seemed to acquire 
fresh presumption tfom the recognition. 
One of tiicm asked after Mrs. Langton 
— spoke with more freedom —and was 
quite inclined to play off the familiar. 

Eliza gave many a beseeching look to 
licr incorrigibk hostess to go aw'ay. 

“ Well,” said *he, “ if you will only 
indulge these gefitleniSn, by^ shoVing 
them how w^ll you can play one game 
of billiards. I’ll go as soon as' you have 
done.” 

Eliza knew she played well and graci#^ 
fully. .At any other time, or, rather, in 
other circumstances, she would have been 
delighted to haye showed off, but at jjrej 
sent, she felt in a most improper situation 
N 5 
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—there was,^1 great contest.between her 
prudence and her vanity ; — grieved are 
we to say the latter was prevalent, and 
they adjourned to the billiard-room. 

In passing along a gallery, they saw 
from a window some ladies walking in 
the plantations near the house. 

“ Dear me,” .said Mrs. Watson, “ I 
had quite forgotten to ask after your 
sisters, my lord; but there they are, I 
declare. — What a pretty place that is — 
I have often wished to walk in it — and 
what a sweet day it is. Miss Dennison 
was never in this county before, and I 
should like to show ,her some of the 
beautiesA Do look, 'Eliza, what a fine 
plj^ it is.” ■ ' 

The hint, however broad, was not 
taken; and one of the gentlemen, Mr. 
pornford, engaged Eliza to play.— She 
began reluctantly, appearing to subiqit 
to what was inevitable, rather than to 
have any pleasure in it. She soon, how¬ 
ever, became interested: — she played 


12 
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with great success, and th^ bets ran high 
upon hei*. She beat her adversary two 
or three games; meanwhile time ad¬ 
vanced, and she l*eard a hell — the lirst 
warning foralinner.. 

The young men, seeing Eliza now quite 
out of all patience, begged she would 
not hurry Mrs.'Watson; for themselves, 
they said, thpy preferred staying with 
such charming companions to thp ^finest 
dinner that covikl be offered them. 

Eliza became alarmed’: — she hastily 
rang the bell, and ordered the carriage, 
and followed ^.hew servant out. 

The gentlemen hastened after her, and 
Mr. Dornford handed “her into tiite car¬ 
riage ; and,* as Mrs. Watson was ^wly 
following, he had an opportunity of say¬ 
ing many fine soft things, which, though 
spoken in a more respectful tone th^n 
they ]iad used in the incense offered her 
friend, yet required all her haughtiness 
to repel. 

N 6 
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She answered only by indignant looks; 
and when the carriage drove off, she 
threw herself into the corner of it, over¬ 
whelmed witi) mortification. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


T charge thee fling away ambition^ 
By tliat siif Jell the angels. 


A Reprimand. 


They had not proceeded far on their 
road home, ere they perceived Mr. Wat¬ 
son galloping.toi^'ards, them as fast as his 
horse could cariy him. “God bless me,” 
said lie, as he came up "to thei]?, “why I 
was just cotAing out to dine with you, — 
what makes you in such haste to return ? 
I told you, »y oil •would pay no more for 
the carriage, and that I should come 
put ^o you. — What then could make 
you come back before dinner ?” 

. “ We were never asked to stay^” 

said Eliza. 
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“ No,” observed his wife, “ we cer¬ 
tainly were not asked ; but, I' must say, 
that was entirely Miss Dennison’s fault; 
— nothing could be more genteel and 
polite than Lord Ansell an/1 thnee more 
gentlemen were; but she really was, I 
must acknowledge, hardly civil to them ; 
and she was in such evident haste to be 
gone, that 1 declare I feai; she must have 
ofFen(fed them. I really did think Miss 
Dennison had seen company enough to 
prevent her fefeling awkward in the pre¬ 
sence of a lord.” 

• ^ # 

“ Dear me. Miss Dennison,” said Mr. 

Matson, “ I’m very serry to hear all 
this — f would‘not affront Lord Ansell 
for aJ* the world. ^ I wish I had been a 
little earlier, I might have given you 
confidence by my presence but I could 
not get Mr. Gibson’s horse, for he 
wanted it to drive his wife out to tea. 
—But when I told him I wanted it to 
go .to Lornton, where 1 was to dine with 
my friend. Lord Ansell, he said he 
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would leavc^ his servant at home, and 

put his horse into the gig, although 

almost too old for that use. You see 

what consequence it is to be in witn a 

lord — X hope he is not oftendc'd ! — So 

Gibson sent ine the horse about an hour 

ago, and I have rjot let the grass grow 

under his feet -.-rrand now,” ad ded he, in 

a tone of great disappointment, “ I don’t 

know whether I should go on and make 
* . * • 
an apology ibjr Miss Dennison to my 

lord, or return with you.'* 

“ Sir,” said Eliza, warmly, “ do as 

you p*lease about,going or returning, but 

I beg leave to Jmist that sio apology is 

made in iny name j—thegentl;jme« were 

never introduced to us ; T-iuid,” added 

she, very pointedly, in the company I 

have beqn msecit to, ladies are not very 

forward to enter into familiar converja- 

tion with gentlemen, of whose names 

even they are perfectly ignorant.—1 am 

.’only vexed with myself that I ever got 

out of the carriage.” 
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“ Why,” ^observed Mr. Watson, in a 
tone of conciliation, “.there may be 
something, to be sure, in that.” 

Nonsense !” replied his wife, “ I 
have no patience with such excuses ; —- 
every body must know they were not 
likely to meet improper company at a 
lord’s:” . 

“ Indeed, my life,” said her wavering 
husband, “ you are riglit,—whpre is one 
to seek good company, if, not at a lord’s ? 
But pray tell cne does his lordship con¬ 
sent to my request ?” 

His wife told him .hoyir far she had 
been successful, and if seemed to con¬ 
tent ^hiin,-.— and as there was now no 
plausible excuse for his gPing forwaixl 
to Lornton, he was, very reluctantly 
obliged to rctiu’n. 

^ They were within one mile of Birming¬ 
ham, wh*en a fresh mortification a.waited 
him:—Mr. Gibson and his wife in their 
gig appeared in view, approaching at a 
snail’s gallop, although he was whipping 
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Ills poor old ‘horse, and using every en¬ 
deavour to coax him forward; but he 
had been used to go with a cornpaniop, 
and see that companion b^jforc .hiirf,— 
noxv lie woiild’bardly put one/oot before 
another. 

Mr. Watson callefl to his wife to know 
how he should avoid meeting thWT^ but 
there was no possibility of doing that ^ 
so he paz2led his brain for some exciLse. 

“ Gracious mb!” said Mrs. Gib^n, in 
high indignation, “ so tliere you are 
Avith oiir horse, while we have been an 
hour getting Uhi^ length, because you 
were goincr to difle with' my lord.” 

“ Aye,” said old Gibson, “ dKl you not 
tell me you weregoing,to dme with49ord 
Ansell ? — but, as I take it, your face is 
turned the'wrong’way for that. Why you 
can’t have been there and back^ by this 
titne, although I see you have sweated 
my poor beast more than ever he has 
Been in my service. Poor thing! he’<fi 
all of a smoke.” 
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All this time Mr. Watson was trying 
to hammer out an apology, and finding 
nothing better, said, “ Why, my dear 
friend,, to tel) you the truth, I promised 
to go to .join my ladies.there,* but not 
seeing me so soon as they expected, 
they felt they wanted' some countenance; 
so ttre young lady was'bashful, and made 
my wife come away.” 

So then I am to understand,” said 
Mr. Gibson, with some' severity, “ that 
you had no invitation. Young man, 1 
knew apd respected your father,, he was 
a plain good tradesitian, and, for his 
sake. I’ll give you a little advice ;—stay 
at home 'as he did, and mind your shop, 
instead of running after people who will 
be civil to you as long as they want you, 
and then laugh at you, wh'en you are 
iio longer of service. I have been weak 
enough to lend a helping hand this time 
to your folly ; and while you were gallop¬ 
ing about with my poor- horse, we have 
been detained so long on the road, that 
we are now 'too late for our engagement; 
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— nevertheless, if it teaches •a lesson to 
the son of* my ‘old friend, I shall not 
regret our disappointment.” 

Our poor hero was'glad tc^be dismissed 
at the end of tius reprimand, jyid he was 
thankful too that his wife did not hear 
it, for the carriage* had gone on, after 
bowing en passant'. 

When arrived at home, the whole trio 
were out *of humour, and the lady of 
the house did dot allow her poliipness 
to her guest to hide h*er ill-temper, 
which ^he vented freely upon all. The 
driver came in to be paid j — Mrs. Wat¬ 
son, who had calctilated Ithe exact shares, 
declared her’s to be twelve shMlings, — 
but then she said she Ijad p'aid eigld.€en- 
pence turnpikes, so she had nine-pence 
to deduct.* 

Eliza was astonished. Howeiyer, she 
found she was expected to pay, and she 
did so; but she determined it should 
be the last excursion of that kind che 
would ever engage in. She had suffered 
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many morlcfications, many disappoint¬ 
ments,— but she had never'been nsed 
to ill-bred society, and she found it not 
at all to her taste. 

Now it is necessary our, readets should 
know, that the Marchioness of Hastings 
was to attend the ^rand festival, and 
to takj’ up her abodd'at the house of 
the nobleman who had< opposed Lord 
Ansell at the election. 

Mj*. Watson had an illegitimate son, 
for whom he' was very anxious to pro¬ 
cure a cadetship to India. He ,had no 
sort of interest himself* in this way, 
and knew that any application to the 
opposition.! nobleman would only militate 
agaicst his fcausq,; so his* fertile brain 
suggested the idea of presenting a peti¬ 
tion to the Marchioness, to ‘ whom the 
plate wji,s an introduction ; and there was 
no time so proper as when hefi* heart 
was opened to benevolence. 

< The morning came, and the wished- 
for plate was in Mr. Watson’s hand, and 
Lord Anseir talking to a group of friends 
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near the spot,, and keeping ajt eye upon 
?iim, for tlflg purpose of discovering the 
motive for his anxious solicitation. 

The Marchioness appeared,—her name 
was announced by the crowd. Mr. Wat¬ 
son presented the plate, and as soon as 
she had made her donation, he imme¬ 
diately thrust it 4oto the first bawl lie 
could find, anil, hastened after her, and 
presented 4lie petition. 

The Marchioness was surprised •, but 
with great affability stoppdil to enquire 
the nature of tlie paper', — told him she 
would read it,. a»d let him know the 
result. He had .given* his address ih 
the paper. 

Elated witlf his success, autl the conde¬ 
scension of the Marchioness, he returned 
very mucJi*s(flf-salHsfied to Lord Ansell, 
who was holding the plate. His lordship, 
was ver^ desirous to know what was the 
object he had taken so tquch pains about j 
and our hero w^s too confident to ne^d, 
much interrogation. 
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“ Why,'c said Lord AnseU, “ you have 
made a great fuss for little prdfit, why did 
you not ask for a wrilership at once ? it 
is just as likely youHl get the one as the 
other.” 

Mr. Watson did not observe the tone 
of irony with which his lordship spoke, 
but*’: 2 -determined to profit by the kind 
hint. He returned home in excessive 
gopdThumour, and Eliza was* highly de¬ 
lighted by the fine music she had heard. 
In the evening they prepared for the ball, 
and Mr. Watson, while contemplating the 
beauty of his wife and-her rich dress, and 
ibe fashionable appearance of Eliza, could 
not help' assuring them that he was cer- 
tain.^Lord Ansell would leUd them out; 
that no doubt Mrs. Watson would be his 
first choice, and desired h^r therefore to 
dceep herself disengaged, if possible, as 
he might be late. 

They were nearly the first in the 
.room, and Mrs. Watsqp, agreeably to 
the hint she had received, kept herself 
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behind, and somewhat contemptuously re¬ 
fused threfi partners of her own class in 
society; but Eliza, who had more insigljt 
to the matter, gladl)^engag^d her^elfjljy 
the intrdductiop of the steward, to an 
officer, and she had a very pleasant dance. 

It was late when the Ansel I party en¬ 
tered ; but as soo*fl as he perceivtSi'''Aem, 
Mr. Watson went up to them, and made 
his salutation with some familiarity*; .but 
his friend Lord Ansell was no candi(iate at 
present; be had a lady upon each arm, 
and therefore, with a distant boy^, and a 
cool “ how arc* ycni, sir,” passed on. 

Mrs. Watson had coflrtesied and sim- 
pered, but, alas! she was unsften: her 
beauty, whicft her husliand flatteredrhim- 
self must win all hearts, was totally eclipsed 
by that of one 5f his lordship's com¬ 
panions, and she had no fashion ^ boast*. 
Mrs. Watson had observed her three 
fciends whom she had^seen at Lornton, 
and she now endeavoured to catch their 
attention, but they had other objects in 



*^88' 


rilE VETERAN ; OR, 


view; two ,of them danced with Lord 
Ansell’s sisters, and the otherisingled out 
another lady. Baulked in all these fine 
hopes, and pj'eventoJ from enjoying her 
favourite amusement, she wented her ill- 

r 

humour upon her husband for keeping 
her all that time without a partner. 

She soon after the first two danci 
were ended, asked to stand up by a 
saddlpr, who was an intimate, with, and 
kept the next shop to 'Mr. Watson : — 
there were no' hopes of higher partnci s, 
so she consented. . 

Meantime, her first partnci, finding 
Eliza a girl much to his* taste, intiodiict*. 
her to soFie of his brother-officer >— the\ 
all admired her exceedingly — and !• now - 
ing she was of military extract’on, they 
gave themselves the ak of pi'cferring to 
dance with one in their own sphere, as 
they were pleased to call he,", than 
mixing in society with they did not 
know whom. 

Soon after this set of dancing began, 
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the Ansell party left the roem, but the 
three gentlemeli returned, just as Eliza 
was engaged in a quadrille. The parl^ 
knew the figure, tftid daqpcd it well; 
and as it was at this time rathe^ a novelty, 
there was a ring of spectators formed 
rountl them. 

Mrs. Watson k*new nothing ei^’ihem, 
but she and hejr partner were standing 
to look on. Presently she heard .the 
voices oi' her Lornton acquaintance in 
iiigli admiration of her friend, whom 
tliey declared had the»finest figure they 
had ever seen ; 4.hoy spoke of her grace, 
iicr attitudes, ami werd lavish in her 
praise. 

Mrs. WatsoA wished, the* saddle# at 
Jericho; — had he been a grocer, or an 
oilman, or'e^en ^ chimney-sweep, he 
need not be known, but gentleman she* 
knew took care to order their own sad¬ 
dles, and to make his | shop a kind of 
rendezvous. However, the opportunity* 
of speaking to them was not to be lost —• 

VOL. IK. 


O 
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SO she put on one of her most agreeable 
smiles as she turned and spoke — the 
heroes had now no other ladies to gal¬ 
lant—and as they leturned for a quiz, 
they very jreadily attended to her, and 
the saddler was not backward in claiming 
acquaintance. Theyspoke ol' Miss Dcn- 
nisonr^und one of them begged she 
would introduce them to, her ; she sim¬ 
pered. out, “ certainly — but that Eliza 
was quite countrified, and that she was 
surprised to find how little she knew of 
good company j” and then began making 
a thousand apologies for-.what she called 
her shyness at Lorntoni 

The gentlemen all declared they had 
never passed so agreeable a morning, or 
been more charmed, than with both the 
ladies: and one of the trio begged the 
‘honour of dancing the next two dances 
with Mrs. Watson j—that lady had com¬ 
plained of heat jind fatigue before Eliza 
had stood up for the quadrille, and it 
was with difficulty her husband could 
prevail upon her to stay for it. 
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No sooner,* however, was*this honour 
requested, than her fatigue and her ill- 
humour vanished, — all was forgotten in 
the preference shown her, iate as* it was. 

Eliza,‘after*Jiaving finished her qua¬ 
drille, returned to Mrs. Watson, who 
immediately said, “‘Miss Dennison, who 
shall I say, sir ?” 

“ Dornfbrd, Tna’am, at your service,” 
replied the* gentleman. 

“ Aye,” said * she, “ it of nor con¬ 
sequence ; but Miss Dennison is rather 
particular about these tilings — you can’t 
think how she sbol^ed me for talking to 
gentlemen without .knowing their names. 
But they are making up the set j Eliza, 
Mr. Dornford hopes for the pleasure of 
dancing with you.” 

Now there had been something in the 
manner of his taking her hand during 
the first* dances, when the figure gave 
him the opportunity, Ithat had much 
annoyed herj tind he had taken the* 
o 2 
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liberty of wtiispering many'complimentf; 
in much too familiar a style to^be accept¬ 
able to her. 

iShe therefore couftesied, but declined 
dancing, and turning to. ‘Mrs. "Watson, 
she said, “ I have to thank you for 
staying out the quadrille so much against 
your'mhlination j but 1 am quite ready 
to attend you now, and there is Mr. 
Watsbn Iqoking for us.” 

“ He need, not seek long,” said Mr. 
Dornford, “ for you two so far outshine 
all the rest in loveliness, that you must 
ever be conspicuous.”' ’ 

You need not be. m haste, my love,” 
said Mrs! Watson, as her husband came 
up } ““ I*m just now going^ to begin the 
evening, it has been very stupid hither¬ 
to,” and she suffered iier partner to lead 
her awi.y to her place. 

Mr. Dornford took hold of Eliza^s hand 
and was followinfj, but she said she was 
fatigued; and Mr. Watson just then 
coming up she leant upon him. 
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“ O by Jove that’s not fair,” said Mr. 
Dornford^ " Mr. Watson has no right 
to monopolise all the pretty women to 
himself. Come, come, Watson, sign over 
and deliver.”, 

Mr. Watson was delighted at the com¬ 
pliment paid to his-ladies, and the fami¬ 
liarity to himsetf, and said he Id not 
“ resist the request of such a well-known 
admirer of the sex.” So poo^ Eliza 
was given up,‘and she found that she 
must either dance, or sit* still and hear 
a conversation which promised nothing 
.agreeable — s® she preferred th*e former, 
and repelled, a» much as possible, Hhe 
gross adulation he offered her.. 

When tliAse dances were finished, the 
company dispersed, and our party re¬ 
turned hoin^ in tolerably good humour. 
Mr. Watson had entered into conversa¬ 
tion with the friend of his friend Lord 
.^nsell, who had adn||ired his wife, and 
Spoken familiarly to him. 

The next day, he did not forget th^ 
o 3 
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hint his Iqrdship had given him.— 
The Marchioness of Hastings had read 
over the petition, which was well ex¬ 
pressed j she ^showed it to the nobleman 
whose guest she was, and after much 
laughing at the easy assurance which 
had dictated such a .request, he said if 
she cfliild. grant it without much trouble, 
and let it appear that Ij^e had recom¬ 
mended her doing so, it might be a 
means of drawing some of Lord Ansell’s 
votes at the dnsuing dissolution of par¬ 
liament. 

The Marchioness was very glad to be 
of'service, so she sent her gentleman 
to Great Gharles-street, to enquire the 
lad's name, age, and parentf^*. Mr. Wat¬ 
son was at the very moment writing 
to the Marchioness, and wks 'agreeably 
surprised by the interruption. 

He told what he was about, aKd en¬ 
couraged by the interest he had gained, 
he acknowledged, with unblushing effron¬ 
tery, that the lad was his own, and ille- 
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gititnate •, and said, that since the Mar> 
chioness Vas willing to interest herself 
in this “ little matter^* he would thank 
her for a writershfp instead of a cadet¬ 
ship. ‘The ‘pian thought he had not 
heard clearly, so begged that he would 
put his request, &c. &c. on paper, which 
would save alt* misunderstanding, and 
this Mr. Wateon very unceremoniously 
perfbrmc*d—perhaps regretting, tiqm the 
facility with tvhich he gained his first 
point, that there was no* good thing he 
couk^ ask for himself. 

The gentleman, much amused by what 

lie liad lieard, took liis’leave, after haVing 

• • 

been regaled with the best, viands the 
house affofded; an^d Mr. Watson went 
out himseif to tell all his neighbours 
that the JN^arcltioness of Hastings had, 
upon tl)e slightest appeal, given him a 
writc^sliip for a young friend of his. 

. But he did not bra^ of this to his wife, 
for this child, was one of the secrets, he 
industriously kept from her. 

o 4 
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CHAP. XV. 


Where’s iny delicate dainty fish 
Which ought to grace the upper dish ? 


1 see no reason in the law of nafure, but I may snap at 
him. 


Jffenrff JV. 


All in the Wrong. 

Xhe last day of the festival was now ar¬ 
rived, and Eliza sorrowfully owyed to 
her pillow, that althoughshe had been 
ilaftered by as iflany fine speeches as 
would consent a more greedy vanity than 
hers, yet fine'speeches werd too unsub¬ 
stantial to afford her the luxuries she 
sighed for. 

•Mr. Dprnford was evidently her ad¬ 
mirer, and possibly had he seen "her in 
other society, he i|night have made her 
proposals; but it was almost impossible 
he could think of her, considering how 
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she was introduced. His Manners were 
now almcfet insulting j but perhaps if she 
showed him how superior she was to the 
people he saw her ^ith, a\jd could really 
interest* his ‘feelings, he might yet be 
caught; besides, she had learnt that he 
was heir to a title.* 

No castle sh^ had ever bi*tlt was so 
lofty as thatshe determined therefore 
to show him her best face, and.if pos¬ 
sible make hiih lay aside the levity he 
now took the liberty of addressing her 
with: — and fortune afforded her the 
opportunity ai' using all her auxiliaries. 

This day the'Watsdhs were to have a 
dinner-party; and during breakfast, hav¬ 
ing arranged the articles*of the.repast, 
Mr. Watson said, that he would send home 

f 

the fish, Jind hi^ wife should pay for it. 
She gave Jiim many a charge not to be ex¬ 
travagant, and he went in quest of it. 

. Birmingham markets were always well 
' supplied, but how they abounded in lu»u- 
o 5 
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ries, for whioJi the wealthy and hospitable 
inheritants gladly gave High 'prices, as 
evpry house was filled with guests. 

Mr. Watson was ju^t in time to save a 
turbot from^ being sent to, a customer of 
the fishmonger’s, by offering a still higher 
price than the man* had intended to 
charge fe:’ it. It was h' very fine thick 
turbot, and he agreed to give thirty shil¬ 
lings* for it; but he knew ifthe'price was 
mentiope(f to his wife, sHe would not al¬ 
low the fish to be taken in; and if he 
paid all, her suspicions would be yaised, 
and that might prevent*its reception. But 
he was fertile in Expedients, and he de¬ 
termined eto cheat his economical wife, 
90 he*paid fdurte^n shillings out of his 
own pocket; and the fishmonger was to 
send in a bill for the lemainihg sixteen 
•with the, turbot. 

Hugging himself for his ingenidhs ma¬ 
noeuvre, and in hi^ glee with his success 
•with the Marchioness of Hastings, for of 
the writership he never had the slightest 
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doubt, he w^as about enteriyg the coffee- 
room wlicn h'e met Mr. Dornibnl, who 
very courteously entered into convers¬ 
ation with him ; and it soon turned ypon 
Miss Dennispn, for whom he Expressed 
sucli unequivocal admiratidn, that Mr. 
Watson, who always sailed far before the 
wind, had already made up ^is njind to 
a marriage, and fancied the advantage 

it would,be to him to have her married 

• * 

from his own house. These‘things pre¬ 
sented themselves so inftnediately,- that 
he asked Mr. Dorpford to dine with 
him, *upon ope pf the finest turbots he 
had ever seen, and which he had‘just 
sent home. 

Mr. Doi^ford, who thought Eliza one 
of the finest girls Tie had ever seen, in¬ 
stantly eoflsentpd : the hour was named, 
and they separated. 

Irv the meantime the fish* was sent 
home punctually, and the bill presented. 
Mrs. Watson, grumlned sadly, and after 
o () 
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trying to procure an abatement of a shil- 
ing, at last paid the sixteen. 

Soon after, Mrs. Gibson called to make 
a visit to the young lady, and she kindly 
told Eliza that she was sorry slie had 
no opportunity of doing so earlier. 
In the course of conversation, Mrs. 
Watsoip exclaimed againtit the dearness 
of fish, and vented her ^nger at her 
absent husband, for giving v near a 
guinea” fo‘r a turbot, wlren soles would 
have done just'as well for the company 
they were to have. . 

“ Indeed !” said Mrs. Gibson, “ then I 
wish you would let me ^ake it off’your 
Imnds, for ^Ir. Gibson’s'fishmonger, who 
promised us one, could not,"procure it; 
and I don’t think he has behaved well, 
for my cook saw one tiheie* ^vilich she 
expected was to be sent to us; but I 

suppose Lord Ansell, or Mr.-, or<6ome 

high people, chose |tO want one, and of, 
cotirse they must be served.first.” 

Now Mrs. AVatson knew that her hus- 
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band wished-to conciliate th«Gibsons, for 
they were very leading people ; and the 
old gentleman had, by being his father’s 
great friend, acquired a sqrt of influence 
and authority^ over him which he could 
not shake off; and he had not forgotten 
the reproof Mr. Gibson had given him 
about the LornfOn visit, lie l»d cVesired 
liis wife to call there every day since, but 
that lady»knew she was no favourite with 
them, so she troubled thein*as little as 
possible. 

The idea now struck her, that the 
turbot might not?only be a peace-offering 
to them, but a gain tcT herself; for if'she 
could sell that for a guinea,i for which 
she had juSt paid s^xteerf shillings, she 
thought it a good rate of exchange; so 
she hesitdtecl a nfioment, and then made it 
appear a great favour that she poeketed 
the gfiinea, ancj Mrs. Gibson glatlly sent 
d'or the fish, very littlfj supposing that this 
'was the identical turbot the cook lad 
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ordered, andc for which she .was to have 
paid twenty-eight shillings.' 

.Airs. Watson then sent for some soles, 
but, •alas! ever,v soul hi the town was en¬ 
gaged at other tables; and she could 
only procure a few haddocks. 

Mr. Watson had been in such high 
spirits^ alW.he morning, ‘that he thought 
he trod on air ; he went to the billiard- 
room, ^nd there also fortune -favoured 
him, he won his bets ; and this engaged 
him so far, that he never thought of time 
until very near the hour of his dinner, 
— he feared indeed hi» guests would be 
there before him ;• he went therefore as 
fast as he .could, gave out his wine, and 
long before he was adonised t^iey arrived. 

Eliza and his wife were quite surprised 
to see Mr. Dornford’s ctrria^e stop, and 
hknself get out of it; but he took great 
care to tell the former that she w»as the 
only attraction. 

.After waiting ^ome tijne the host' 
made his appearance, and dinner was 
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announced. ‘When they were seated, Mr. 
Watson i^aid, I think I sent home as 
fine a turbot as ever I saw, it was not too 
large, and I hope*my co«k lias done it 
justice.” Wh§n, however, the cover was 
taken oft' the upper dish, and some paltry 
haddocks appeared, his surprise, as well 
as that of his ^Tiests, was gre»t; but in* 
stantly recollecting himself, it occurred 
to him tdat his wife had for oneg laid 
aside her usu3l extreme economy, and 
given them two dishes of^fish, so he’ took 
apeej) at what was under the cover at his 
end of the table,*— what was his conster¬ 
nation to find £f great loin of veal in the 
place of his delicate fish. My life,” 
said he, st^irting frijm hiS seat, i‘ where 
is the turbot ?” 

“ Never mind, my love,” returned his 
deary, very coolly, “ I’ll tell you all about 
it by*and by, in the meantime these had- 
. docks are every bit ^s good.” 

“ But I say they are not as good, and 
I will have my turbot. Where is it ?” 
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said he, sperking to the servant behind 
him. 

.The man, who was a hired waiter, 
answered, “ Indeed, §ir, I don’t know, I 
have seen no turbot.” 

“ What,”' said Mr. Watson, quite for¬ 
getting his company/ “ am I to pay 
thirtyrshiliings for a fish" for my friends, 
and to see them sit down^to a parcel of 
nasty, Haddocks ?” 

“ Thirty shillings!” exclaimed his wife, 
“ Lord, Mr. tV^atson, how can you tell 
such stories? I paid the bill myself, and 
I’m sure it was only sixtten'«hillings, and 
1 thought tliat quite enough.” 

“Yes, madam,” returned her husband, 
in great wrath at her attaofe, “ 1 paid 
fourteen shillings out of my own pocket 
to save myself from you^ d—d i?coldings. 
I was aware of your stingy tricks, and that 
if you knew what it cost, you wouM not 
take it in, so I mad^ the roan send in the. 
bill for sixteen shillings, .and fourteen 
and sixteen, I think, make thirty. But 
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pray, madam, where is the fieli, lor dress¬ 
ed, or undressed. I’ll have it in, that my 
friends may know the rights of it.” 

Mrs. Watson butst intq tears, as*she 
acknowledged she had let Mrs. Gibson 
have it. 

Mr. Watson insisted upon knowing 
wdiat she had pSid for it: his»wife* hesi¬ 
tated ; and Eliza, who dreaded a still more 
degrading discovery, said that M^s*. Gib¬ 
son had been In great distress for fish, 
and thatMrs. Watson had liecn inJuefed to 
part with it, not knowing she was to be 
i'avoured with»so»large a party.* This di¬ 
verted his attention from the more ’dis- 
• • 

honourable part of the transaction, though 
the guests lilad a shrewd suspicion of tlie 
truth ; and Mrs. Watson finding herself 
relieved ffom this exposure, very foolishly 
thought to revenge herself on her hus¬ 
band for the distress he had already occa¬ 
sioned her, — so sheYassionately sobbed 
’out, “ I’m sure my only motive for do¬ 
ing it, was because I knew you had of- 
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fended Mr. Gibson about his horse, which 
you borrowed under pretence'of having 

an invitation to dine at-” 

Well, w'e^l, my life!” interrupted Mr. 
Watson, brought suddenly .to recollection 
from a fear of his own exposure, “ the 
deed is done, and it cannot be remedied, 
so puay Kelp Mr. Dornford to some had¬ 
dock.” 

Thi^ scene was differently relished by 
the guesW ; to Mr. Dornford it was quite 
a novelty, and he enjoyed it exceedingly; 
and Eliza thought if she pleased, she 
could let him mu'ch more into tlie cha- 
radter of the thing: however, ' she was 
vexed at ^he circumstance in the present 
state qf things, as she sawf tlie impres¬ 
sion it had made upon her neighbour, and 
she feared it would mi’litate against her 
interest. She tried therefore to engage 
the attention of the host, and as ‘he was 
very good-tempered, she succeeded so far 
afj to make him forget his jll-humour. 

Mrs. Watson, soothed by some com- 
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pliinents fro’in the gentleman near her, 
dried her'bright eyes, and harmony was 
restored. 

They had dined somewhat earjier than 
they would 6 therwise have^done, to al¬ 
low the gentlemen to get tlieir wine be¬ 
fore they attende'd the concert 5 and 
when they joine*d the ladies, if was*quite 
evident they had not thrown away their 
time ; and as no one of the party hadbeen 
present at the morning’s aipusem<yit, tliey 
went together to the concert, where, had 
she no other thoif^hts, Miss Dennison 

would have enjoyed the music. 

Mr. Dornford .wouffj not appear to 
belong to their party in public j but 
took care Aat, whether absent vc pre¬ 
sent, Eliza,should attend to no one but 
himself; for when he left her, it was only 
to bring some one to show he]; to, ahd 
then the high-flown compliments were too 
loud to pass unheard^. But Eliza, much 
as she wished to flatter herself, coaid 
not mistake the nature of them, and she 



308 


THE VETERAN ; OR, 


felt extrem^y otfended and disgusted 5 
but he disregarded all her expressions of 
offence and displeasure, and forced her 
to hear, that die had never thought of 
any thing else since first,‘he saw herj 
that she was the most captivating crea¬ 
ture he had ever beheld; and that to 
pass kis life with such a'being, would be 
happiness too great for this world. He 
said a .great deal of the cruelty of her 
manner, w*hich never gave him any en¬ 
couragement; and behaved so little to 
her satisfaction, that she was heartily 
tired of him, and glad when the concert 
washover. There i!vas now only one other 
public meeting, which was to be a ball 
on the. following evening; ‘‘the festival 
was over, and this was to be the winding 
up of the whole. 



MATRIMONIAL FELICITIES. ' S09 


CHAP. XVI.' 


Ali offences my iSge come from the Itenrl, 

Henry V, 


^An Affiant. 

In the course of thp next morning Mr. 
Watson bounced, intff the drawing-room, 
and with visible triumph delivered Eliza 
a letter. " There,” 'said, he, “ did I 
not tell yoij you would find a husband 
in Birmingham ; a* friend too of Lord 
Ansell’s,* abd h^ir to a coronet himself.” 

“ Well, I do confess,” said his wife,, to 
whom he had before comraunfeated the 
,ideas he had imbibedv>f the near approach 
of Mr. Dornfiord*s dteclaration, “ I ^am 
quite surprised, for ray dear Eliza's man- 
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ner was certainly very unkind to him. 
Even last ni^it, when he vyas saving such 
fine things to her, so loud that any body 
might hear them, instead of seeming 
pleased, .she Idbked as haughty as if she 
had been queen and h‘c her slave: 
however, my dear girl. I’m sure nobody 
rejoices so much in your good fortune 
as I So, and I am very happy too that 
it was through us, and our introduction, 
that yoO have such an offer.” 

“ I should like for her to be married 
from this house,” said Mr. Watson, “ and 
I’d take cjire to have a gay wedding-,” 

Yes, and so should I too,” said his 
wife, ” only it wocld be-very expensive.” 

«« D- 'i\ the expense,” returned her 

spouse,'” you are always throwing cold 
■water upon my plans by ^our ubpminable 
stinginess j — and now I think of it, 
you’ll please to pay me the full price of 
the fish} and if ypu don’t choose to 
expose yourself to l^adam Gibson, you’ll 
just pay it out of your own allowance, 

. *3 
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and I hope it will teach you_a lesson foi 
the future,” 

The lady seemed by no means willing 
to accede to this, proposition, and ‘ a 
matrimo/iial squabble, of' no tatrac de¬ 
scription, would most likely have suc¬ 
ceeded, had not Eliza burst into a 
violent rage of indignation ; — she asked 
for a sheet of paper, and was about to 

enclose the letter she had received and 

<• 

just read ; bufi Mr. Watson’s curibsity 
(to say nothing of' his wif'e’s ) was. too 
powerf'ul to suffer this, and he requested 
to set? what jia^ gi^cn her so much 
oftence. 

Mrs. Watson, with less delicacy, took 
up the letter, opened, and i-elid it; and 
as it contained hyptfi’bolical expressions 
of unaltej'aftle l^vc, it was quite to her 
taste j and she said, she could “ not 
understand what, she would have, if that 
did not satisfy her.”^ 

Mr. Watson, who Jliad read the letter 
over his wife’s shoulder, then acknow- 
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lodged, that it was to be sure “ ratliei 
ambiguousbut that he was, confident 
no friend of Lord Ansell’s would ever 
behave improperly ta any one under his 
roof or ‘his protection ; and, therefore, 
she should by no means do any thing 
which should discourage such a lover. 
—In the evening they vijould be certain 
to meet him in the ball-room, for he had 
informed him they should be there, and 
that by his manner then, she could de¬ 
termine* how to act, and explain herself 
fully to him. 

Eliza said she shoul/.! ^lecline 'going 
if that was the case, for that she wanted 
no explanation. 

Mr. Wa&on, laughingly ob^served, that 
perhaps she would"' rather choose to 
have a private tete-a4e^e \^^tb him at 
home ; for thatif she insisted upon stay¬ 
ing at home, he 4>ouId certainly send 
him to her ;—but that he really thought 
she was playing with her bread and but- 
ter, for that such offers did not occur 



MATRIMONIAL FELICITIES. 313 


every day: and he theij began to 
enumerates how'many young ladies would 
“jump at having half the attention which 
Mr. Dornfor^ had paid her,” 

Eliza,* rather than have Mr. Watson’s 
threats put into execution, dnd perhaps 
with some latent hope herself that he 
might yet be brought to do as^he wish¬ 
ed, determined, to go. Fain would she 
believe Mjt. Watson’s assertions; but 
her reason told'her, that under the pro¬ 
tection of any of her other friends, Mr. 
Dornford would not have dared to treat 
her wifti levity or diSrespect; and her 
hopes sank as she prepared for the 
evening. 

Mrs. Watsjpn declared she should have 
been quite unhappy if she had not gone: 
—she took greafe pains at her toilette, 
and really outshone herself. When they 
entered the ball-room, her figure was 
sp striking and so fa'ihionable, that the 
gentlemen uniyersally admired her, aqd 
she had soon the pleasure of seeing some 

VOL. II. p 
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of her former military partners, wlio 
immediately engaged her. 
i Mr. Watson endeavoured to prevent 
he'r dancing before Mr. Dafnford arrived, 
assuring her that it would be an kfiront to 
him :—but if any thing v^as to be made 
of that gentleman, ■ Eliza knew much 
better then her host h'Ow to do it. She 
therefore was very glad of an oppor¬ 
tunity of showing him how indifferent 
and independent she wa's. 

The first set of country dances was 
finished, and Eliza- walking up and down 
the room with her l&st ■ partner, when 
mV. Dornford entered ; — he was attend- 
ing a yqung and very handsome girl, 
(the same Lord Ansell had walked and 
danced with on the first ni^ht,) and they 
were with a Wge party. 

• Like^the preceding night, he took no 
notice of the Watsons, exceptirtg by a 
bow of simple recognition. When, how¬ 
ever, Eliza passed then?, he spoke to 
her; — but far from asking her to dance, 
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v>r taking any apparent intesest in her, 
he stood with the young lady ; and 
in the course of the dance, he tOQk 
an opportunity ^ of "whispeyng, that she 
looked like an angel, as she was, arid 
that she must keep herself disengaged, 
— for that although, he sliould be forced 
to leave the rsom with hi^ present 
“ little doll ” .of a partner, he should 
return to claim her as soon as possjible. 

He then ran Sn in such overwhelming 
profusion of compliment, that Eliza, Who 
longed to mortify him, had no,opportu¬ 
nity of'telling, him silt; was engaged for 
every dance. 

Just before he' attended the young 
lady, the “ httle doll,” home, lie yan up 
to Eliza, anp familiarly whispered her 
“ not to make him jealous, by her love 
for the red coats.” 

Eliza’s blood boiled: — she remarked 
the polite gentlemanly' attentions he paid 
to his partner, — the fespect and the elf;- 
gance of his manner to her; and she 

3 * 2 
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could not ‘help feeling how diflerenth 
he behaved to her; — if she could once 
bring him to those manners to herself, 
instead of tho.levity he ffeated her with, 
she would take care of the rest: — she 
had had many lessons now, and it was 
her own fault if she was not a skilful 
manfieu^rcr, *■ 

He soon returned, and hastened to the 
place where she was sitting, near Mr. and 
Mrs. Watson ; the formhir immediately 
gave up his place, and drew off his wife, 
leaving her in the ■ most bare-faced wa\', 
as it' on purpose for & private conveI^s- 
ation. Few were less at a loss than E’i/.a 
— slie trijed all her powers to bring him 
to a proper 'ileclaration, bij t he parried 
her attacks so ably, that she found her 
hopes decrease every minute. ' At length 
she saidj, in answer to some of his pro¬ 
fessions, “ If, sir, your intentidns are 
what they ought to be, and what are my 
d«e, I beg to refer you to Mr. Tre- 
villyan, of Eldrington-Hall.” 

“ And why any reference, my angel ?’ 
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replied Mr. .Dornford, while his eyes 
spoke mu@h more than his words—“ you 
and I, without any other auxiliary, can 
very w'eil untlejiRtalTd each^ther.” And 
then, seeing the colour mount high in 
her eherl<. auJ her eye flaslf with indig¬ 
nat ni, lu; added, Your sister Sophy, 
d’ i misfakc noty**required no J.!nrd,per- 
son to nieiliate .between her and Sir John 
Ncei Unvek” 

* r,” S lid Kliza, with greift warmth, 

“ tiiere arc !e«' gentlemen so ungene¬ 
rous, i believe, as to upbraid mg^with my 
sister's^indi-eietions *and I beg to ob- 
ser o.-, that deeply as T'rnust ever regyet 
:ind deplore her misconduct, I do not 
feel myself half so humbled it,, as by 
iiie insolencl of your present convei's- 
Ation j nor*could t^ie highest situation 
have the power to offer me, make me for 
a moment forget the contempt with 
which I now regard ^ou.” — She then 
abruptly rose, §nd cr»ssed the room ^ 
Mr. Watson. 
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Mr. Dorn^ord followed her, and said, 
most provokingly, “ You can’t think 
how the heroics become you—faith ! I 
nev’^er saw you,look so ha^d^ome before.” 
She did not condescend to answer liim, 
but turned to Mr. Watson, and besought 
him to see her into a coach, for that she 
felt yery lyiwell, and inurtgo home imme¬ 
diately. 

Mr.,^atson, seeing Mr. Dorviford close 
to her, said, “ Certainly I will try to get 
you a coach it you wish it, but I fear the 
one I hayg ordered is not yet in waiting ; 
and there is no friend het’e that 1 could 
well ask for the use of theirs.” 

“Mine is in attendance,” said the in- 
tolerabje Mr. • Dornford, “a^d I shall be 
happy in the honour of see,,ng the lady 
home.” 

“ I would rather preter walking, to 
troubling you, sir,” haughtily ^replied 
Eliza. 

,“Yes, faith, it* js a pleasant night, 
and the evening air is often beneficial in 
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cooling one/and allaying liie efferves¬ 
cence on6 is ’apt to imbibe in heated 
rooms,” said Mr. Dornlord, with the 
most provoking^rony. 

“ Mr. Watson,” said Eliza, “ I am 
going, will you attend me.^>” 

Her host sa’Cv she? was determined ; he 
did not like to ^literriipt his dft'ife, •who 
was dancing with great spirit, so he did 
as she requested him ; and without, the 
least notice tolMr. Dornford, she left 
the room, and reached home in safety. 
She immediately retired to her myn room, 
threw Tierself antfe a*chair, ami bitterly 
lamented her own “ crQel fate.” 

About an hour afterwards, the Watsons 
returned hoi|e. She^expecle(rat Jeast a 
message otl enquiry from her “ dear 
friend,” Who was%so much interested in 
her, and who was ao delighted at being 
the medium of her prosperity. But none 
arrived ; and she heard them pass her 
door, without e,ven sap^ng “ good night*” 
When people are* out of snirits. the 
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slightest incivility is sorely felt, and Eliza 
found herself offended by this neglect, 
sd she determined to shorten her visit, 
and return to the Ilector^n 

At breakfast the next morning, Mr. 
Watson tolfTher that he was commissioned 
by Mr, Dornford to make an apology for 
liim," if ho had said any'lliing to displease 
her. 

E'iza asked how tliey came to talk of it. 

‘ Why,” said Mr. Watsi' n, “ I saw you 
were offended, and Tasked Dornford what 
he had s'^id ? He answered he had only 
paidyou a few complimdnfs'. ‘ Aye, aye,’ 
says I, ‘ compliments w'on’t do, yon must 
pop the question at once, you must speak 
plain.’ f 

‘ Faith,’ says he, ‘ I spok*j as plain as 
as I could this evening, but if I have 
oiFended her pray make my apology,’ and 
with that he left the room.” ’ 

Of course such an apology did not 
appease the incense'd young lady, and she 
avowed her detcnafnation to leave Bir- 
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mingham the end of that week. Mr. 
Watson ctould not hear of it: he declared 
this was only a love quarrel; that “young 
ladies«niay htt^^o^oj/ as v*ell as J.oo dom¬ 
ing.” But lie was much less sanguine of 
the marriage smce this convcf sation ; and 
though he had setiiis heart upon having 
it take place fr(Jfh his own hoi^se, ai^l had 
already thought what a iine public break¬ 
fast he w»uldgive, and who should jae in¬ 
vited to it j y^ if the latl v wifs not more 
“ coming,’* as he happily expressed liim- 
self, all must be given up. 

Mrs! Watson, wh^e surprise'had been 
excited all the time at M^r. Dornford’s'pre- 
ference and devotion, and who was not 
so much bfcnt upon the •marcli, as her 
husband, »on saw it was all over 5 
and it was^as^oi^^shing how exactly one 
might trade the pro|)ability of Eliza’s pfo- 
sperity, by the barometer of her*manners. 
She said she was sorry, but if Miss Den- 
•nison really wished logo, the servant Ijad 
better take her plJL^fi^in the coach in 
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time, as it nUght bevfiill, anti she disaj)- 
pointed. 

While they were settling this, a letter 
was put into iMr. WfitsdA^’r hand', not 
from the Marchioness oi' Jiastings, as 
he expected,*’ but tirom ■ ■■ ■■, lier gentle¬ 
man ; to say, that however imicJi the 
Marchioness was disposed to &ervc peo¬ 
ple of moderate expectations, yet a writer- 
ship vya^ not in her power to bestow ; and 
that his letter had devliloj)ed circum¬ 
stances, which rendered it quite impossi¬ 
ble shcctuj.ld ever interest herself iurtlier 
on the subject. ' ' ' 

Disappoinlnient upon disappointment! 
he could hardly conceal his vexation, but 
as it was a mystery to his wife, lie dared 
not indulge it audibly. It waamore neces¬ 
sary now' than ever to ^eep it from her; 
and she had set dowti the great anxiety 
he evineed for the jrlate to his laudable 
ambition; as only the first men in the 
county were appoint'id to the office. 
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He was rfow in nohumou* to form new 
projects ? and there was little hope of suc¬ 
cess in Eliza’s affair, without she would 
aliowjiim t« her. • So her “’dear 

friend” suffared her to depart, after a 
visit of little\nore than a fortnight, in¬ 
stead of six months, as at first proposed; 
and so ended^this warm and ^oleiit 
friendship. 
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